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By Dave Badertscher; photos by Linda Lovejoy
The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club honored the top Metro Atlanta baseball players at its Annual
High School All-Star Recognition Ceremony on May 31st. It was the first time the event took
place at SunTrust Park. We were very pleased to introduce a new format that included a pre-game,
on-field ceremony for the 2018 All-Stars before the Braves game. This was preceded by our awards
program held in the Konica Minolta Conference Center at 5:00pm. Our guest speaker was Atlanta
Braves Executive Vice President and General Manager, Alex Anthopoulos. The event drew 145
players, coaches, families, friends, and Fan Club members, our largest attendance in recent years.

Front, left to right: Landon Sims, Joseph Brandon, Tres Gonzalez, Scotty LeSieur, Robert Bennett, Caleb Bartolero,
Payton Eeles, Santiago Montiel. Back, left to right: Clark Dearman, Parks Harber, Graham Pauley, Ga’von Wray,
Ben O’Meara, Davis Sharpe, Luke Bartnicki, Kyle Martin. Not pictured: Will Banfield, Carson Taylor.
Fan Club President Howard Evans welcomed the players, their families, and coaches to the awards
program in the Conference Center. He turned things over to Master of Ceremonies, Wayne “Mr.
Baseball” Coleman, who gave a brief history of the Fan Club and information about its many
activities. Wayne recalled previous High School All-Stars who have gone on to successful Major
League careers. Alex Anthopoulos took time from MLB Draft preparations to join us. Alex took
questions from the group, offering sage advice to the All-Stars and their families.
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**2018 Metro Atlanta High School All-Stars**
PLAYER
Will Banfield
Luke Bartnicki
Caleb Bartolero
Robert Bennett
Joseph Brandon
Clark Dearman
Payton Eeles
Tres Gonzalez
Parks Harber
Scotty LeSieur
Kyle Martin
Santiago Montiel
Ben O’Meara
Graham Pauley
Davis Sharpe
Landon Sims
Carson Taylor
Ga’von Wray

Player of the Year
Will Banfield

SCHOOL
Brookwood
Walton
Woodstock
Parkview
Loganville
Blessed Trinity
Allatoona
Mt. Vernon Presbyterian
Westminster
Pope
North Forsyth
Alpharetta
Lovett
Milton
Mill Creek
South Forsyth
Greater Atlanta Christian
Stephenson

COACH
Titus Martin
Shane Amos
Jeff Brown
Chan Brown
Jeff Segars
Andy Harlin
Keith Hansen
Jamey Woods
Chad Laney
Jeff Rowland
Jim Cahill
Marc Lassiat
Lance Oubs
Jeff Heusing
Doug Jones
Russ Bayer
Josh Lee
Marco Jackson

Will was unable to attend. Accepting his plaque Coach of the Year, Chad Laney (Westminster)
Brookwood student manager, Jacob Oldknow

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club supports
baseball at all levels in the community. Fan Club
President Howard Evans presented Coach Jeff
Segars, on behalf of Team Georgia, with a $1,500
check from the Fan Club.
Team Georgia is a team of Georgia high school allstars who compete in the Sunbelt Classic in
McAlester, Oklahoma, against other states’ all-star
teams. They use this money toward team uniforms,
equipment, and travel expenses.
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Loganville High School, the 2018 AAAAA Georgia State Champion, was awarded the Pete Van
Wieren Most Outstanding High School Baseball Program of the Year. The team had a record
of 35-6 and went 12-1 in their region. Loganville won the championship by defeating Buford 13-3
and 3-2. The award and a check for $1,000 to be used in support of the baseball team were accepted
by Coach Jeff Segars. We were delighted to have Elaine and Jon Van Wieren in attendance.
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The week after the Fan Club’s High School All-Star Ceremony, the MLB
First-Year Player Draft was held on June 4-6. Three of our All-Star
players were selected in the Draft. Congratulations, guys!
Will Banfield (Brookwood), C (69th Overall—Marlins)
Luke Bartnicki (Walton), LHP (29th Round—Athletics)
Davis Sharpe (Mill Creek), 3B (34th Round—Pirates)

By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
Exciting! That’s the word being used around MLB in describing the Braves. Soon to
be All-Star Freddie Freeman is getting early MVP whispers and deservedly so. Nick
Markakis is, well, Nick Markakis, and we fans are enjoying his break-out All-Star
caliber year. We have watched the best scoring machine from the 7 th inning on and
how about those walk-offs? Another characteristic, bordering just this side of
reckless, watch the runners move around the bases, whew!
As fans, we appreciate that the Braves play hard to the last out and, boy, have we enjoyed the
results. It’s a long season, but here we are in a first-place battle with the Nationals in mid-June. If
the Braves are playing above their collective ability, who cares? The projection is as a team we are
not hitting on all cylinders yet. Ozzie Albies is getting back on track offensively, and Ronald
Acuña, Jr., will be back soon! Watch for the pitching to get better as the rotation stabilizes around
Sean Newcomb and Mike Foltynewicz. Even the bizarre early schedule turns favorable over the
next few weeks, acknowledging some breaks are due to other teams’ injuries. “It’s not who you play,
it’s when you play them.”
This has been a solid line-up every day from top to bottom with a different player seemingly coming
up with the big play each game. This is also the year the Fan Club consciously scheduled more
activities at Sun Trust Park. As you read through this issue of The Tomahawk Times, think about
you and your family joining us for at least one of our activities. Don’t forget to check out the game
ticket discounts available to our members and come out and see a game.

2018 Fan Club Activities Calendar
June 16th (Saturday)

Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas 3 & 4 (Padres)

June 30th (Saturday)

Rome Braves vs Kannapolis Intimidators

July 11th (Wednesday)

Gameday Social at Xfinity Patio (Blue Jays)

July 21st (Saturday)

Gwinnett Stripers vs Pawtucket Red Sox

August 16th (Thursday)

Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas 3 & 4 (Rockies)

Sept. 7-10 (Fri-Mon)

Major League Trip to Phoenix (Full service)

Sept. 18th (Tuesday)

Call-Up Luncheon at Marriott Atlanta Northwest

Oct. 13th (Saturday)

Sid Slid Celebration at Bullpen Rib House

November TBD

2018 Wrap-Up and Election Luncheon at Marriott Atlanta Northwest
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This season we have scheduled five monthly Fan Club Socials, which are pre-game gatherings
starting 1½ hours before first pitch. Our first two dates were Saturday, April 21 st and Friday, May
18th at the Xfinity Cabanas. In addition to meeting up with fellow Fan Club members and talking
Braves baseball, we’ve had drawings for free Braves tickets, celebrated Wayne Coleman’s birthday,
enjoyed food from nearby concession stands, and played some spirited cornhole. Our upcoming
Socials are on June 16th, July 11th , and August 16th. So far, it’s been a lot fun!
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by Nancy Badertscher
The third of four Atlanta Braves Women’s Baseball Clinics for 2018 was held at the Omni Hotel
at The Battery Atlanta on May 17 from 6:00-7:00. Kathryn Bennett welcomed about 50 women
to the event, including our own Mary Lou Brooks, Judy Messer, Nan Ward, and myself and
introduced Mike Stamus, one of the three baseball scorekeepers for the Braves.
Mike began by asking us a few questions to make sure we had the
basics of scorekeeping, like the numbers for each position. He gave
us each a copy of his most recent scoresheet from an earlier
Braves–Giants game. There is not one “official” scorekeeping format
for MLB—each scorekeeper uses his preferred method. I was also
surprised to learn that the official scorekeepers are MLB employees,
not of any one team, and they keep the score for both teams for
each home game. Mike went through various entries on the
scoresheet to make sure we understood what it showed. Then he
asked us several questions about how to score various hypothetical
situations. There were plenty of questions from the audience. We
could have gone much longer, but Kathryn finally had to call a halt to it because we were running
overtime and there was a game to play! We all came away with a greater ability to score a game and
enjoyed the process of learning from a professional.
The final Women’s Baseball Clinic for this year is August 11, participating in on-field skills with
Braves alums, but it is sold out already, with a long waiting list. I’ll be looking forward to the 2019
schedule of clinics!

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Sarah Adams, Chattanooga, TN
Keith Griswell, Lawrenceville, GA

Lucas Brown, Jackson, TN
Chris Witcher, Brookhaven, GA

And THANKS to everyone who renewed their membership for 2018!!
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A group of A-List members was invited to a Q&A Session with two current Braves members on
Wednesday, May 30th, in the Konica Minolta Conference Center before the game with the Mets.
Those two players were pitchers Mike Foltynewicz and A.J. Minter, with Paul Byrd serving as
moderator. The lively session lasted from 6:00-6:30.
One question from a brazen young boy: how did you survive in the Minor Leagues when you didn’t
get paid much money? Well … Both players agreed that things were a lot better in the Big Leagues.

By Linda Lovejoy
You are looking at an upcoming homestand and you notice that the dates coincide with another
event—graduation, birthday, vacation, you name it. What to do with the tickets? Maybe you have
reached out to friends and no one else can take the tickets off your hands. You could always try to
sell them. But, have you tried donating them?
The Braves work with an organization called Veteran Tickets Foundation or VetTix for short. The
first time I donated tickets, I wondered how they were handled. Were they bundled up and given to a
group or handed out to individuals? I found out a week or so later when I received an email from
VetTix thanking me for my donation. It also provided a link to comments by the individual
recipients. Some were active duty, some were retired, sometimes photos were provided, and once I
could see a shot from our seats. The comments are from any of the many attendees who choose to
comment. Donors’ first names are also listed, so you can get a feel for how many ticketholders are
participating.
Veteran Tickets Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and they provide a receipt for your
donation. There is a link on your online account—the one accessible by computer—not through the
Ballpark app, that I have found. The procedure is easy to follow. The donation must be made 48
hours in advance of the event.
The website at www.vettix.org will give you a feel for what else this organization does. It’s pretty
impressive, and I am honored to have played a small part in their program.
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Several Fan Club members made road trips this spring and shared their photos on our Facebook page
or sent them to us. Are you planning to follow the Braves or their farm teams to exotic locales this
summer? It only takes a minute to post photos on Facebook or text them. Let others enjoy your trip
and help them put faces to all those cheering Braves fans in visiting ballparks.

Nancy & Dave at Tampa Bay’s Tropicana Field

Carol & Frank at Fenway Park

Petting a Ray inside the Dome

Enjoying $2 Beers @ Mississippi Braves

Shirley does the 1st Chop

By Dave Badertscher
It’s definitely been a busy spring for the 400 Fan Club. Our first two Socials at the
Xfinity Cabanas were successful in the most important way—folks had a good time!
Please consider joining us for one or more of our remaining Socials.
The Club decided to “think big” for the 2018 High School All-Star Ceremony. Over
the years we held many enjoyable HSAS luncheons at Turner Field. After a year offsite, it was time to move the event to SunTrust Park. We hoped to take things to
the next level with on-field, pre-game recognition for the players. It took a whole lot of hard work to
make that happen. One parent told me afterward, “Nothing beats having the players on the field.
We’re honored to be here.” Lifelong memories were made that evening. Mission accomplished.
Braves fans have another thing to celebrate this spring. As Howard said in his “President’s Pitch”,
this year’s Braves are an exciting, talented, and aggressive bunch. How far will they go this season?
Folks, it sure looks like we’re in it for the long haul. Support your Atlanta Braves and the 400 Fan
Club and together we’ll see just how far our guys can push it. Enjoy!

