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August 2018

The Fan Club held two more of its monthly pre-game Socials at SunTrust Park. The first was on
Saturday, June 16th, in the Xfinity Cabanas before the game with the Padres. We moved to the
nearby Xfinity Patio for the next Social on Wednesday, July 11th, before the Blue Jays game. It’s
been fun meeting up with fellow Club members, talking Braves baseball (there’s a lot to talk about
these days!), holding drawings for free Braves tickets, playing cornhole and foosball, and enjoying
light refreshments. See our Social photo gallery at www.atl400.org/photo-gallery/gallery60/.
Our fifth and final Gameday Social of the season will take place on Thursday, August 16th, at
6:05, at the Xfinity Cabanas before our Braves take on the Rockies. If you haven’t been to one
of our Socials yet, come on out! Register by Monday, August 13 th, at noon at www.atl400.org.

The Tomahawk Times

August 2018

Page 2

By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
The Tomahawk Times audience is made up of passionate Braves fans. It is
not breaking news to you that this season has been a joy ride journey as we
head into the final six weeks of the season. Folks, we are pushing for a playoff
slot and since the inception of the Wild Card, getting there over a long season
is winning the battle.
The Braves have endured their share of DL’s and remain the team to watch
over a grueling upcoming schedule, in part due to earlier game postponements.
The pre-season predictions as to whether the Braves would win 74 games are
long lost memories. (A note here, our own Spring Training prediction that the Braves would be the
surprise team and finish second to the Nationals, even if half right, would mean the playoff ticket
invoices are coming soon.)
The “we belong here” play of emerging stars Acuna, Camargo, Albies, and Newcomb is what we
have been waiting for with others called up in spot starts, showing they are Big Leaguers on the way.
The newest mantra, “Don’t quit on Snit,” reflects the veteran presence on the roster and recognizes
the awesome record of winning comeback games, where normally you might expect players to be
talking about where they are going to eat after the game. And I have not even talked about Freddie
and Nick.
Excitement has come to SunTrust Park! Catch the fever with the 400 Fan Club! Our fifth and final
pre-game Social of the season will be held on Thursday, August 16 th, before the game with the
Rockies. We will offer our traditional September Call-Up Luncheon on Thursday, September 20th.
Also, a group of 20+ Club members will travel to Phoenix on September 7-10 for what should be a
very meaningful series against the D-Backs. Check out our Activities Calendar below. And if we
make the playoffs, who knows what the Fan Club might come up with to celebrate and root our
Braves to victory!

400 Fan Club Activities Calendar
August 16th (Thursday)

Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas 3 & 4 (Rockies)

Sept. 7-10 (Fri-Mon)

Major League Trip to Phoenix (Reservations Closed)

Sept. 20th (Thursday)

Call-Up Luncheon at Marriott Atlanta Northwest

Oct. 13th (Saturday)

Sid Slid Celebration at Bullpen Rib House

Nov. 10th (Saturday)

2018 Wrap-Up and Election Luncheon at Marriott Atlanta Northwest

January 19, 2019

Gameboree Winter Banquet at Marriott Atlanta Northwest

Welcome Back Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Mark Cobb & Mandy Newham, Newton, PA

Douglas Morrison, Skokie, IL
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Twenty-two members of the Fan Club travelled to State Mutual Stadium on Saturday, June 30th, to
watch the Rome Braves take on the Kannapolis Intimidators at 6:05 on a steamy summer day.
Some folks drove to Rome on their own, while Club board members rented a small activities bus.
After some initial technical difficulties, our driver Eddie Cook delivered us to the stadium in time to
snag the game’s batting practice jersey giveaway. We had great seats behind home plate, but the 91
degree heat caused many of us to seek shade or the air-conditioned comfort of the club lounge.
Several of us visited the luxury suite that Johnny Tallant won at the Gameboree auction. Nice!
The Rome Braves offer the minor league experience at its best. Players give it their all on the field,
stadium staff are friendly, and a hometown atmosphere permeates the stands. The game drew an
enthusiastic crowd of 3,055. We were eager to gauge the progress of the 2017 Metro Atlanta High
School Player of the Year, center fielder Drew Waters (pictured below). Righty Odalvi Javier
started strong, but Kannapolis jumped out to a 6-0 lead in the 5th. The scrappy R-Braves closed on
a pair of homers by Jefrey Ramos and a 3-hit performance by Riley Delgado, but came up short,
6-4. If you’re a fan of minor league baseball, check out the Rome Braves.

Our bus trip was almost a non-starter

Trying to stay cool on a hot day!

Drew Waters steps up to the plate

A Chorus of “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
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The Fan Club took in its second Minor League game of the season, when the Gwinnett Stripers
played the rival Pawtucket Red Sox at Coolray Field on July 21st. The team name, logo, and the
uniforms are different this year, but many familiar faces made up the roster. Rio Ruiz, Matt Wisler,
Max Fried, Lane Adams, Luiz Gohara, Lucas Sims, and others have seen action with the parent
Braves. In addition, it was former G-Braves pitcher Mike Foltynewicz bobblehead night. We got
to see ex-Brave and Metro Atlanta High School All-Star POY Brandon Phillips play for Pawtucket.

Lucas Sims started the game for the Stripers, going 4 innings and giving up 3 runs. Wes Parsons
came in to relieve Sims and ended up pitching 5 innings while allowing only one run. It was nice to
see Austin Riley back in the lineup after a stint on the DL. Rio Ruiz homered in the fifth. At the
end of six, the score was tied at 4-4 and stayed that way until the ninth. At that point we wondered,
what happens if the game goes into extra innings? Aren’t there some new rules this year for Minor
League teams—something about starting each inning with a runner at second base? That would
have been fun to watch, but in the bottom of the ninth Jonathan Morales singled home Lane
Adams and the Stripers walked off with a 5-4 win. It was a good thing, too, because before we got
out of the parking lot, the threatening skies above opened up and the rains came down.
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At the Gameboree we announced a brand-new benefit for all members of the Atlanta 400 Baseball
Fan Club beginning in 2018. We followed that up with detailed info on the process in the April issue
of The Tomahawk Times. This is another reminder that Club members have access to an exclusive
member’s only ticket discount. For all Sunday-Thursday games, go to www.braves.com/400club and
use promo code ‘400CLU’ to receive 20% off the gate price for seats in the Dugout Corner, Home
Run Porch and Grandstand Reserved.
The following link to our website will give you a procedural step-by-step on how to purchase tickets:
http://www.atl400.org/atlanta-400-baseball-fan-club-discounted-ticket-purchase-benefit/. It’s easier
than it looks. Note that there are Ticketmaster charges associated with this offer.
If you have any problems purchasing tickets, please send an email to rwheeler47@earthlink.net or go
to Contact Us on our website and your question or problem will be addressed.

Another sign that things are looking up for the Atlanta Braves. Freddie Freeman, Nick Markakis,
Mike Foltynewicz, and Ozzie Albies were selected for the National League team. They were
honored at SunTrust Park on July 10th. Freddie became a three-time All-Star after receiving the
highest number of votes for the NL. For Markakis it was his first All-Star game in his 13-year career.
All four Braves saw action in the game, which went to the AL, 8-6, in a 10-inning slugfest.
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By Dave Badertscher; with photos by David Muir
On Friday afternoon the usually quiet streets of Cooperstown, NY, rapidly filled
with die-hard baseball fans, as Hall of Fame Weekend began in earnest.
They came from all over the country and beyond to honor the six HOF
inductees of the Class of 2018: Vladimir Guerrero, Trevor Hoffman, Jack
Morris, Jim Thome, Alan Trammell, and our own Chipper Jones.
Although the Fan Club didn’t offer a group trip to Cooperstown like we had in
2014, a number of members came on their own to enjoy the festivities and
celebrate Chipper’s entrance into the Baseball Hall of Fame.
Nancy and I decided to beat Saturday’s throngs by going to the Museum on
Friday, exploring what was new since our last visit in 2015 and checking out
the special exhibits for Chipper and the other five inductees at a more
leisurely pace. The Grandstand Theater has been completely renovated and
now features a new short introductory film “Generations of the Game.”
You’ll love “Generations.”
Saturdays on HOF Weekend can be as full as you want. We got into town early, setting up our lawn
chairs in prime real estate on Main Street for the Parade of Legends later that afternoon. Between
then and the Parade we wandered Main Street, had fun bumping into Fan Club members, perused the
memorabilia shops, saw which players were signing and doing photos for a fee in the many booths
lining the street, bought a couple of Chipper Induction shirts and more, and purchased food and
drinks from Cooperstown High School girls to support their class trip. We tried to ignore anxious
rumors circulating that Baby Cooper might come at any time causing Chipper to miss the Ceremony.
Following the Awards Presentation (for broadcasting and writing) at Doubleday Field, we went
back to Main Street for my favorite event of the weekend, the Legends Parade. By now the
sidewalks were lined twenty deep. We had to push and squeeze our way back to our chairs on the
front row. I have to say, there’s something about the way the Hall of Famers ride by in their shiny
trucks, looking good to a man, enjoying themselves, and feeding off their cheering fans that’s
comforting. Years have passed since each player’s heyday, but by all appearances the legends are
doing well, just like we fans hoped. In those timeless minutes when the parade passes by, it’s clear
that we still need our heroes and they need us, too. Chipper fit right in. He looked like he was
having a total blast as he and Taylor rode down Main Street greeted by tomahawk chops and chants
the entire way. What a welcome! On that afternoon, Braves Country ruled.
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What can you say about Induction Day? An estimated 53,000 fans descended on the green grass of
Clark Sports Center for Sunday’s Ceremony. Nancy and I didn’t see a soul we knew. Our chairs
were a LONG way from the stage. Thankfully the weather wasn’t as hot as it could have been. All six
of the player’s speeches came off well and were heartfelt. What a day to join the Hall of Fame!
Chipper was the first inductee to take the podium. Chipper’s many
impressive statistics and achievements over his 19-year career as a Brave
were highlighted in his introduction. He reminisced about the
accomplishments of the kid from Pierson, FL, and told a few of his
favorite stories as only Chipper can do. But the main focus of his speech
was an appreciation of all the folks who believed in him through his career,
getting him to the Hall of Fame stage, starting with his Mom and Dad,
Bobby Cox, and other players, coaches, and friends. Chipper closed by
thanking the fans—Braves Country—for their unconditional support:
“You are the fans I imagined in my head playing in the backyard all those
years ago. You’re why I loved coming to the plate with the game on the
line—Crazy Train blarin’ in the background—and why I wanted so badly to
come through for you… I couldn’t be prouder to go into the Hall of Fame
today with an Atlanta “A” on my cap. I love you guys.”
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