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“Clinch” Photos from September 22nd by David Muir and Dave Badertscher 
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club 
 

Fans flocked into STP this season to be part of the Braves run to a Division 

Championship. The excitement continued as WE headed into the NLDS against the 

Dodgers.  Yes, there was much to celebrate over the entire 2018 season, one in 

which many forecast the Braves finishing with a sub-500 record.  Our 90 wins were 

enough to pull away from the pack and create optimistic predictions for a 
sustainable run of playoff years, built on young emerging stars and a mixture of 

veterans.  Freddie Freeman has hit his prime and taken to “adulting” (29 years 

old) extremely well.  We watched the Midsummer Classic again with four All-Stars and a belief that 

there are more on the horizon, a Hall of Fame Induction (congratulations Chipper!), and an 

enthusiastic clubhouse led by Brian Snitker, a favorite for and deserving Manager of the Year. 
 

Our Fan Club was energized by monthly Socials at STP during the season before games.  We 

presented one of our most successful High School All-Star Programs with over 140 attending.  The 

players were recognized individually on the field in a pre-game ceremony.  We really appreciated 

Alex Anthopoulos, Executive VP and General Manager, taking time out from the player draft room 
to address the gathering.  Our Major League Trip to Phoenix let us enjoy what many viewed as the 

one series you could point to during the season that propelled the Braves to the finish line.  Well, 

folks it has already started, so throw a couple more logs on the “Hot Stove.”  There’s definitely going 

to be a lot to talk about.  Let us hear from you on our web page and Facebook during the off-season, 

as we gear up for our January Gameboree, the “official” start of the 2019 season. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club will hold its annual winter banquet and fundraiser at the 

Atlanta Marriott Northwest, on Saturday, January 19, 2019.  A gala reception, silent auction 

and raffle of Braves memorabilia begins at 5:00 PM with the awards dinner and program following at 
6:30.  Details and registration info for the Eddie Glennon Gameboree will be posted on our website 

closer to the date.  Plan to join us for a memorable baseball evening! 
 

Our Silent Auction will feature autographed photos of many 
Braves players, past and present.  Additional items include 

baseball souvenirs, signed memorabilia, baseballs and caps of 

Braves stars and rising future stars.  The funds raised from the 

Silent Auction are devoted to recognizing baseball programs and 

promoting baseball here in Georgia.  At this time of year we reach 

out to you, our members, for your support in donating items for 

the upcoming Gameboree.  The Club will reimburse costs, if 
requested, for shipping.  If you have items that could be included 

in the auction, please email Silent Auction Coordinator Nate 

Morgan (nathan.k.morgan@gmail.com) Thanks! 

 

 

400 Fan Club Activities Calendar 
 

Nov. 10th (Saturday)     2018 Wrap-Up and Election Luncheon at Marriott Atlanta Northwest 
 

January 19, 2019   Gameboree Winter Banquet at Marriott Atlanta Northwest   

mailto:nathan.k.morgan@gmail.com
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By Dave Badertscher; with photos by Linda Lovejoy  
 

When we decided last year to make our 

2018 Major League trip to Phoenix this 

September, some probably wondered, will 

we see a meaningful series against the 

Arizona Diamondbacks in the closing 
weeks of the season?  Because our Braves 

exceeded most everyone’s expectations 

this year and the D’backs were in the thick 

of the race for the NL West, the answer was 

a resounding “Yes!”  This crucial series 

played out at Chase Field on September 
6-9 with the 400 Fan Club there in force 

to cheer the Braves on to victory.  Our 

march to the Playoffs was on. 
 

By the time we arrived for Friday evening’s game, the Braves had already 

taken Thursday’s opener from the D’backs in 10 innings, 7-6, following a 

devastating 3-game series with Boston.  Starter Kevin Gausman left the 

game with the Braves behind 4-1, and although the leadoff tandem of 

Ronald Acuña, Jr. and Johan Camargo accounted for five hits and the 

Braves rallied in the 8th inning to make it close, we fell to the D-backs, 5-3. 
 

On Saturday in front of 40,482 noisy 

fans, the Braves got back on track 

in a four-hour, see-saw battle that 
ended on one of the season’s most 

memorable plays.  With two out in the bottom of the 10th, 

Dansby Swanson made a diving catch on A.J. Pollack’s 

single on the outfield grass and popped up to gun down Nick 

Ahmed at home as he tried to score from second base.  

Braves win, 5-4!  In the finale on Sunday afternoon, Touki 

Toussaint and the D-Backs’ Robbie Ray both opened with 
five shutout innings.  With the D-backs ahead 4-3 going into 

the 9th, the Braves unleashed a three homer power barrage 

by Ender Inciarte, Lucas Duda, and Camargo to tally six 

runs.  Final score: Braves 9, D-backs 5, giving the Braves 

the series win, 3-1.  Braves fans were ecstatic!  
               

Our group stayed in the Hyatt Regency Phoenix, 

which was about a 10-15 minute walk from Chase 

Field.  Because the group’s flight back to Atlanta was 

not until Monday morning, we had plenty of time to 
explore the surrounding area.  With temperatures in 

the sunny 100s every day (cooling to the mid-90s in 

the evenings), lots of folks made good use of the 

large roving fleet of pedicabs.  Otherwise, the goal 

was walking on the shady side of the street (if any), 

maintaining serious hydration, and strolling slowly 
through as many misters as possible streaming from 

welcoming neighborhood establishments.   
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As far as planned activities went, we had several events on tap.  Friday evening’s Meet and Greet 

Reception took place on the hotel’s Networks patio before the game, giving everyone a chance to 

bond and get fueled.  We took a group tour of Chase Field, which is celebrating its 20th Anniversary, 

on Saturday afternoon.  Part of the tour included an up-close look at the Braves taking batting 

practice.  It was interesting to hear how Chase Field’s dome stadium (with a retractable roof) is air-

conditioned in part using energy generated at the APS Solar Pavilion.  The turf is natural grass. 
 

 

Our final group outing took place at The Duce (“where pretty meets gritty and produce meets 

prohibition”) in the nearby warehouse district following Sunday’s game.  Plenty to eat and drink, 

games to play, and a great place for a raucous celebration of the Braves victories over the D-backs! 
 

 

Our thanks go out to Trip Coordinator Rick Wheeler for putting together another successful Major 

League trip, even though he was unable to come.  We saw some great baseball and Fan Club 

members enjoyed getting to know each other a whole lot better.  Fun time! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For more Phoenix trip photos go to https://www.atl400.org/photo-gallery/gallery61/  

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members! 
 

         Donna Rypel, Kennesaw, GA           Rick Winstel, Atlanta, GA 
 

Looking for the Perfect Holiday Gift for Your Braves Fan? 
 

An annual membership in the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club makes a great gift! 
 

For details visit our website at http://www.atl400.org/gift-membership  
 

https://www.atl400.org/photo-gallery/gallery61/
http://www.atl400.org/gift-membership
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A good crowd of 400 Fan Club members gathered on Thursday, August 16th, before the Braves 

game against the Rockies, for our fifth of five monthly Socials at the Xfinity Cabanas.  For those of 

you who were able to participate this season, thanks for coming out, especially those from out of 

state.  Club members have gotten to know each other better and the Braves have given us much to 

talk about this season, as the team moved beyond rebuilding to NL East contention.  Best of all, we 

had a great time!  

Toward the end of this year, the Fan Club will begin putting together its Calendar of Activities for 

2019.  Please share any comments you might have on our Gameday Socials.  How did they work 

for you?  Would you like us to have more Socials in 2019?  Are there any changes you would like to 

see made in these events?  Go to the Contact Us page on our website (www.atl400.org) and let us 
hear from you. 

     

 

This season’s Alumni Weekend offered plenty of opportunities for fans looking to get autographs, 

take photos, and see some of their favorite alums during an important August series with the 

Brewers.  Folks came to SunTrust Park early with a plan for getting the most out of autograph 

sessions and Chipper’s Pregame Ceremony on Friday, watching the Braves Legends Parade, 

Softball Home Run Derby, and Red Carpet Introductions on Saturday, and having on-field 
photos made with groups of alumni on Sunday before the game.  Lots going on in The Battery, too.   

 

http://www.atl400.org/
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      Jeff Francoeur, Nick Green, and Mark Wohlers sign on Sunday, September 2
nd

           JF signed Cooperstown photo 
 

 
 

Fan Club members enjoyed meeting up-and-coming Braves prospects during the Future Stars 

Weekend at SunTrust Park on September 15-16.  Saturday began with an exclusive A-List Q&A 

Session for the Future Stars hosted by Braves announcer, Jim Powell, at the INFINITI Club.  Fans 

got to hear from Austin Riley, Cristian Pache, Ian Anderson, Drew Waters, and others. 
 

Following the Q&A, fans could have photos taken with the Future Stars in Monument Garden.  

Before the game against the Nationals, an on-field pregame ceremony was held to honor the Future 

Stars from all levels of the Braves farm system.  Touki Toussaint was named 2018 Braves Minor 

League Pitcher of the Year and Austin Riley was the Braves Minor League Player of the Year.  
 

 
 

 

      Q&A: Powell, Pache, Riley, Demeritte        Mejia, Anderson, Waters & fans    On-field Recognition Ceremony 

 

 
 

The Atlanta Braves offered Braves Country the chance to 

experience all Postseason road games on the Georgia Power 

Pavilion video screen in the Plaza at The Battery Atlanta.  
The Watch Parties provided an opportunity to root for the 

Braves along with family and fellow Braves fans.  Nice turnout! 
 

Host Mark Owens kept things lively along with performances by 
the Heavy Hitters and the ATL Breakers, a live DJ, tailgate 
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games, and photos with Braves alumni.  Fans came ready and eager, hoping to cheer Folty and the 

Braves to victory in Game 1 of the NLDS against the Dodgers on October 4th.                                                   
 

 

         

                             
 

Atlanta 400 Fan Club members helped the Braves Community Affairs staff with the 12th annual 

Breast Cancer Awareness Day on Saturday, September 22nd, before the game against the Phillies.  

More than 200 women were honored in this celebration of survivorship, accompanied by family and 

friends, as everyone teamed up to PINK OUT THE PARK. 
 

Fan Club members worked on the registration desk and commemorative t-shirt distribution, as well as 

at the popular PINK WALL.  The Plaza teemed with activity including appearances by the Heavy 

Hitters, ATL Breakers, Tool Race characters, and personal interviews with survivors.  The 

survivors then took part in a moving on-field presentation before the game and released their pink 
balloons over SunTrust Park.       
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Once again a small group of Fan Club members gathered at noon on October 13th for our annual 

celebration of Sid Bream’s game-winning slide against Pittsburgh in Game 7 of the 1992 NLCS.  

We were later than usual in finalizing the date of our event, as the Braves played through the NLDS 

against the Dodgers—a scheduling dilemma we would love to have every year moving forward.  As 

we did last year, we set up our tables and lawn chairs in the parking lot of the Bullpen Rib House.  
Folks bought lunch inside the Bullpen or brought their own, we enjoyed Skip’s classic play-by-play 

call of that fateful inning in Braves lore out of the back of Howard Evan’s car, cheered when Sid beat 

the throw at home, and celebrated with a hearty piece of our traditional “Sid Slid” cake. 
 

The highlight of the celebration came when Wayne Coleman connected with Sid himself up in 

Pennsylvania in a pre-arranged call on his cell phone and put it on speaker, as our group gathered 

round.  Sid talked fondly about his “slide” and pointed out that in today’s world, the thrill of the 

spontaneous celebrations that broke out at home plate, in the stands, and over the airways in 1992, 

might never happen again with the advent of replay.  As always, Sid graciously thanked the Fan Club 

for continuing to appreciate a very special time in both his life and for the Braves.  The pleasure was 
all ours.  While there were no volunteers to do their best impression of Sid sliding there on the 

asphalt driveway, the question is always asked at these celebrations, “Were you at the Stadium 

the night Sid slid?”  Whether in the stands or watching on TV, these folks remember it very well. 
     

 

 
 


