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The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club will hold its 53rd annual winter banquet and fundraiser at the
Atlanta Marriott Northwest at Galleria on Saturday evening, January 19, 2019. A gala
reception, silent auction and raffle of Braves memorabilia begins at 5:00PM with the awards dinner
and program following at 6:30.

Admission is by advance reservation only. No tickets will be sold at the door. Seating is assigned as
payments are received. Make your reservations early to secure the best available seats!
Tickets are $75 for Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club members and $80 for the general public. The
cost of a table for ten is $700. Reservations can be made online on the Fan Club’s website
(www.atl400.org) or by mailing a check to the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club, P.O. Box 7689,
Atlanta, GA 30357-0689. Confirm your reservation by calling the Club Hotline at 770-416-4539.

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Awards:
Phil Niekro Scholarship Awards are presented each year to one or more deserving Georgia college
baseball programs. The scholarships are funded through the proceeds of the Silent Auction and other
Fan Club fundraising efforts. This year’s recipients are Georgia Gwinnett College (Lawrenceville)
and Middle Georgia State University (Macon).
2018 Red Wooten High School Metro Atlanta Player of the Year:
Will Banfield attended Brookwood High School in Snellville where he hit .398
with 9 home runs and 49 RBIs as a senior. Will was drafted by the Miami
Marlins in competitive balance round B with the 69th overall pick. He had one of
the highest defensive ceilings of any catcher in the draft. This summer Will played
for the GCL Marlins and Greensboro Grasshoppers.
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Jason Varitek Award for the Most Outstanding Scholar Athlete in Georgia:
Joey Bart graduated from Buford High School, helping to lead Buford to the 2015
AAAA state championship. He committed to Georgia Tech where he had a record
setting career before being selected No. 2 overall in the 2018 MLB Draft by San
Francisco after his junior year. In three years at Tech, Joey hit .321 with 30 home
runs, and 112 RBIs, while winning the 2018 Johnny Bench Award as the top
collegiate catcher. This summer the Giants assigned Joey to Class A Salem-Keizer
where he hit .298 with 13 homers in 45 games.
Luke Appling Nostalgia Award: (to be announced)
Ivan Allen, Jr. “Mr. Baseball” Award (announced at event)
Presented to the “person who has contributed significantly to the promotion of baseball in the Atlanta
area.” Past winners include Hank Aaron, Skip Caray, Bobby Cox, Dale Murphy, Pete Van Wieren, and
Chipper Jones. Last year’s “Mr. Baseball” Award went to C. J. Stewart.

Atlanta Braves Minor League Awards:
Hank Aaron Award for the Braves Outstanding Minor League Player: Austin Riley
Phil Niekro Award for the Braves Outstanding Minor League Pitcher: Touki Toussaint
Bobby Cox Award for the Braves Minor League Manager of
the Year: (TBA)
Bill Lucas Award for the Braves Minor Leaguer:
Sportsmanship/Character: (TBA)

The 2019 Gameboree Silent Auction will again provide serious collectors, passionate fans, and all
other attendees a terrific opportunity to acquire autographed baseballs, pictures, and other unique
commemorative items. Included are autographs of your favorite Braves from the past and our stars
of the future. Other items to be offered include bobbleheads and hard-to-find memorabilia.
As part of the Silent Auction, you will be given an inexpensive opportunity to win valuable prizes
during the raffle and drawing taking place during dinner. We thank the Fan Club members, officers,
and directors who contributed items from their personal collections to make this auction a success.
As always, proceeds go to provide funding for the Phil Niekro Scholarship Fund.

Hotel Reservation Info & Additional Gameboree Notes
Hotel - The Atlanta Marriott Northwest at Galleria is the host hotel for overnight accommodations. To get the
special rate of $109 plus taxes, call 800-228-9290 or 770-952-7900 and mention the “Braves 400 Club.”
Parking for the Event - $6.00
Evening Dress Code Reminder - Coat and tie suggested for men and equivalent attire for women.
Dietary Needs - To help with faster service and to ensure that you eat with the rest of your table, please call the Fan
Club Hotline at 770-416-4539, if you have special dietary needs.
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Gameboree Goodies - All Gameboree guests will receive a souvenir program and a well-stocked goody bag.
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
A Happy Holiday Season to All. As 2018 closes, the excitement builds toward
next season for Braves fans. We welcome back Brian McCann and add Josh
Donaldson to the everyday lineup. Alex Anthopoulos will smartly continue
to play it close to the vest. His guiding philosophy to put a winner on the field
on a sustainable basis is music to our ears. We don’t like the word “windows.”
As we turn the calendar page at the end of this month, the 2019 Gameboree
event takes place on January 19th. Ticket sales have just opened and
indications are we will again have over two hundred fans turn out for the
evening. The buzz will be the expectations for the 2019 season coming off the Division
Championship. Our members are sophisticated and avid followers of baseball. We love meeting
and talking “Chop Shop.” Reflecting on this past season, the Fan Club added many more social
gatherings, allowing our members to do just that in the convenience of SunTrust Park prior to a
game. More are planned for next season. See our 2019 Activities Calendar below.
I am excited about the makeup of the 2019 Board of Directors to which we have added new
members. They not only bring their passion for the Braves, but fresh ideas and outstanding personal
and professional experience. Most of you have received our notice of a membership dues increase for
2019. This modest increase became necessary due to increasing operating costs over the past many
years, which cumulatively eroded our ability to absorb the impact of those costs without sacrificing
the quality of membership. For the transition, we have offered an early renewal period at the existing
dues level through December 31st.
This coming year I will serve my second term as President of your Club (and I emphasize “your”
Club). My mantra is, as it was last year, to focus on our current members and the benefits of being a
member of the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club.

2019 Fan Club Activities Calendar
January 19th (Saturday)
March 30th (Saturday)
April 12th (Friday)
May 11th (Saturday)
May 17th (Friday)
May 31st (Friday)
June 17th (Monday)
June 21-23 (Fri.-Sun.)
July 19th (Friday)
August 2nd (Friday)
August 24th (Saturday)
September 5th (Thursday)
Sept. 18 or 19 (Wed/Thurs)
November 9th (Saturday)

Eddie Glennon Gameboree at Marriott Atlanta Northwest
Opening Week Viewing Party (Phillies) Location TBD
Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Mets)
Gwinnett Stripers vs Pawtucket Red Sox at Coolray Field
Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Brewers)
High School All-Star Presentation at SunTrust Park (Tigers)
Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Mets)
Major League Trip to Washington, DC
Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals)
Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Reds)
Rome Braves vs Columbia Fireflies at State Mutual Stadium
Gameday Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals)
TBD (Phillies)
2019 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Member!
Eddie Bernard, Mount Pleasant, SC

Eric McConnell, Canton, GA
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By Rick Wheeler

Join us in the nation’s capital to watch the Braves take on the Washington Nationals the weekend
of June 21-23, 2019. We are just beginning to plan for this trip. Details will be announced in late
January.
As usual both air and land packages will be available. We won’t have final pricing until January, but
preliminary costs put the air package around $835 and the land package around $450. Both
packages are per person based on double occupancy. Highlights include:





Bus transportation will be provided for Friday’s transfer to the hotel and Sunday’s game
transportation and transport to Reagan National Airport for the trip back to Atlanta.
We plan to stay at a location in the District close to Green Line (Metro) subway transportation
to Nationals Park.
We will have one group meal close to the hotel.
Be sure to make plans to take advantage of the hop-on-hop-off Old Town Trolley Tour which
will be part of all packages.

Space for the trip is limited. If you have questions or are interested in getting your name on the list
now, contact Trip Coordinator Rick Wheeler at rwheeler47@earthlink.net.

By Dave Badertscher
Fan Club President Howard Evans welcomed attendees to the Club’s 2018 Wrap-Up & Election
Luncheon at the Atlanta Marriott Northwest on Saturday, November 10. He opened by talking
about the Club’s successful activities in 2018, including the Gameboree, our cabana socials at STP,
the High School All-Star Ceremony, and the Major League trip to Phoenix in September.
Following lunch, Nominating Committee Chair Rick Wheeler presented the proposed slate of officers
and directors for 2019. With the board’s approval, the committee attempted to expand the number
of directors from 9 back to 12, but was not successful in filling all the open positions. The committee
hopes to fill the remaining two director positions during 2019. Rick thanked all of the officers and
directors who agreed to return for another year. He also thanked Carol Magill, who is rotating off
the board after 6 years of service to the Club. Rick introduced the proposed new board members:
Rich Vitaris (Secretary) and directors Jay Aven, Becky Sawyer, and Anjy Tankersley. There
were no nominations from the floor and the officers and directors were accepted as presented. Their
terms will take effect following the 2019 Gameboree in January.
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Our guest speaker was Geoffrey Schmidt, Atlanta Braves Senior Manager, Entertainment & Events.
Geoffrey and his team are responsible for the fan experience at both SunTrust Park and The
Battery. His goal is to engage fans, make memories, and go beyond the game on the field. He
manages around 300 events a year, ranging from the Heavy Hitters to flyovers to coordinating our
High School All-Star on-field ceremony. Geoffrey grew up in South
Georgia. A self-described “music/theater” guy while attending
Valdosta State, he worked at theme parks like Sea World and
Universal. He got his start in the baseball world with the Tampa
Bay Rays, before joining the Braves at Turner Field in 2016.
Geoffrey shared highlights from his first year with the Braves, the
team’s final year at Turner Field. Things like making the
“countdown and number-tearing-down” events memorable (and
practical), taking the Braves fan experience on the road to the game
at Fort Bragg, and the final game with the Parade of States, the AllTurner Field players, and Hank Aaron’s removal of home plate to
SunTrust Park in the “party” bus. What a finale it was!
Then it was off to SunTrust Park. Geoffrey described his part in the evolution of the Braves new
mascot. Blooper was originally scheduled to appear in 2017, but that was delayed until the
beginning of the 2018 season. He talked about how RaceTrac’s “Beat the Freeze” developed and
what he looks for when selecting the Freeze’s competition. Geoffrey recalled the first game at
SunTrust Park in 2017. “We said it was going to work and it did.” Other highlights for him include
Chop Fest and the addition of a parade to Alumni Weekend. He works closely with the players on
all kinds of team promos and said they were great to work with, particularly the younger ones.

A brief Q&A session followed and, not surprisingly, Geoffrey received some operational suggestions
from the “avids” in the audience. For example, can the sound system in STP be turned down? Or,
since the Tool Race is a fan favorite especially for kids, is all the rough-housing between the four
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characters really a good idea? Can the Gameday program be upgraded to be of more interest to
fans (and even potential advertisers)? Can we get the Big Drum in the outfield working (you can’t
hear it now) and the Chick-fil-A cow chopping? Geoffrey said that not all of these items are under his
control, but cheerfully noted that he is always looking for ways to improve the fan experience.
We really enjoyed having Geoffrey as our guest speaker. He not only entertained us with a wealth of
stories, but also helped us better understand all the planning and work that he and his team do.
Geoffrey said during the season he works between 100-110 hours/week for homestands and spends
60-80 hours/week in prep work when the Braves are away. He is one busy man! One takeaway from
his talk was that providing the ultimate fan experience is a labor of love for Geoffrey.

This year three Fan Club members volunteered as Official Scorers for the annual
Phil Niekro Golf Tournament: Damion Carpenter, Wayne Coleman, and Dave
Badertscher. Now in its 22nd year, this community event raises funds for the
Edmondson-Telford Center for Children, a non-profit organization that serves
abused or neglected children in Hall and Dawson counties. The tournament is
played on the Woodlands and Legends courses at Chateau Elan. As always,
Mother Nature cooperated by providing an excellent fall Georgia day.
Phil opened the day by welcoming an enthusiastic group of celebrity captains from many sports, their
foursomes, and the volunteers. We were off to a day of golf, comradery, lots of food, awards, and
raffle drawings. This year scorers used the Golf Genius app, so that the action could be tracked
electronically on the leaderboard. At the end of the afternoon the tournament winners were
announced and the raffle was held with Phil presiding. Best of all, a few days later it was announced
that Phil’s tournament raised over $91,000 for the Edmondson-Telford Center for Children!

Celebrity golfers introduced at the Woodlands course

Phil and special helper at the raffle drawing
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Johnny Tallant’s Hot Stove League met on Sunday afternoon, November 11, at Georgia State
Stadium (formerly Turner Field) with GSU Head Baseball Coach, Greg Frady. He was kind enough
to give us an update on the GSU baseball program and a tour of the renovated football stadium.
Construction of a parking deck and student housing units is underway in the Green Lot. The footprint
of old Atlanta Stadium field is still intact. The new GSU baseball field should be completed on that
spot by 2020. Coach Frady hopes to preserve the Hank Aaron legacy and the stadium wall.

The group enjoyed walking out on the football field, which supports gameday crowds of 28,000. The
upper deck is not used for football games. Inside the stadium we visited the GSU baseball locker
room once occupied by the Braves. Coach Frady wants to put the names of Braves players over the
lockers they once used. We also stopped by the hitting facilities, the Braves former interview room,
the old 755 Club, and what used to be the Braves draft room. Lots of memories linger.

We watched a short video and saw artists’ renderings of the ambitious construction plans proposed by
GSU and the Carter developers. If everything comes to pass, the community’s revitalization will
finally be realized. It’s been a long time coming. Can’t wait to see the transformation.
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The weather was near perfect, the fans came in droves, and the Schedule of Events included
something for everyone. Nancy and I took a tour of the Braves Clubhouse, ate lunch in the Delta Sky
Club, attended a lively “Chalk Talk” session with Alex Anthopoulos and Jim Powell, couldn’t resist
the bargains in the Clubhouse Store, bumped into Fan Club members and Braves staff, never made
it onto the playing field, but, of course, we took some photos along the way. Here are some of them:

It’s the Perfect Holiday Gift: A Fan Club Membership!
Why not spread the joy of baseball with your fellow Braves fans this Holiday season?
An annual membership in the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club makes a great gift!
Visit our website at http://www.atl400.org/gift-membership for details.
A one-year membership is only $25 until December 31st!

