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After getting off to a rough 0-3 start in Philadelphia, the Braves came home to a sellout crowd of 

41,192 at SunTrust Park on April 1, shutting out the Chicago Cubs, 8-0.  The Braves jumped out 

to a 4-0 lead in the first and never looked back.  Ender Inciarte led off with a home run and later in 

the inning, returning hometown favorite, Brian McCann, hit a 2-run single.  Sean Newcomb and 

the bullpen held tough the rest of the way and our hitters made the Cubs’ porous defense pay dearly.  
Ronald Acuña, Jr. homered (pictured above at right) and Ozzie Albies went 3 for 4 on the night. 

Even better, our Braves went on to sweep the three-game series with Cubs: 8-0, 6-4, and 9-4. 
 

So what’s the outlook for the defending NL East Champion Braves in 2019?  Well, read on.  400 
Fan Club prognosticator, Howard Evans, lays it on the line, as he’s done in past April issues of The 

Tomahawk Times.  Don’t forget, Howard was more on the money last year than most “experts.”  



 

 
 

 
By Howard Evans 
 

In horse racing, they play the familiar trumpet refrain signifying the horses are at the gate.  Well, the 
NL Eastern Division horses have broken for the early division lead as forecast.  The general 

population of Braves fans bemoaned the lack of Braves player movement during the offseason while 

Philly, Washington, and New York made the headlines.  After signing Josh Donaldson for $23 million 

along with Freddie’s contract making up 40% of a low payroll, the clouds of doom and gloom hovered.  
 

Don’t worry, The Tomahawk Times solid prediction last year that the 2018 Braves would be the 

surprise team in the division was premised not on what other teams did, but who they were.  The 

analysis is the same this year.  Miami is flounder, grilled.  The Nationals have two stoppers at the 

top of their rotation, so no long losing streaks.  Philly has a formidable lineup, but like the 

Nationals, a common theme of discord and managers on the hot-seat. 
 

For those of you who need instant gratification, in two minutes on the first Saturday in May you will 

know who wins the Kentucky Derby.  Over the long haul of the baseball season, we see the Mets 

and the Braves in a “horse race” with the depth of starting pitching for the Braves providing a “win 
by a nose” at the finish line.  Division Champs: Our Braves. 
 

By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club 
 

It’s April and the pennant race has begun!!  As we go to print, the Braves offense is 
proving to be one of the best top to bottom.  We are patiently awaiting consistency 

from our talented young pitchers, but glimpses at the Big League level are encouraging.  

And, let Philly have Harper.  We’ll take the recent extensions of Acuña and Albies at 

half the price and substantially less risk.  
 

Celebrate the season with fellow 400 Fan Club members.  Pick activities for you and your friends, 

register early online, and enjoy Braves baseball in a party/social atmosphere.  Cheers is open and 

we love talking baseball.  Pass your “Join Us” cards on to prospective members.  Help us increase 

our membership and support more charitable causes.  Thanks and GO BRAVES! 
    

Also, on behalf of our entire Fan Club, we wish Bobby Cox the best during his recovery and express 

to his family our warmest feelings during this difficult period.  We are confident that Bobby's always 

positive attitude will help him during his rehabilitation.  God bless.  
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2019 Fan Club Activities Calendar 
 

May 11th (Saturday)      Gwinnett Stripers vs Pawtucket Red Sox at Coolray Field 
 

May 17th (Friday)      Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Brewers) 
 

May 31st (Friday)      High School All-Star Presentation at SunTrust Park (Tigers) 
 

June 17th (Monday)      Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Mets) 
 

June 21-23 (Fri.-Sun.)     Major League Trip to Washington, DC (SOLD OUT) 
 

July 19th (Friday)                 Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals) 
 

August 2nd (Friday)      Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Reds) 
 

August 24th (Saturday)     Rome Braves vs Columbia Fireflies at State Mutual Stadium 
 

September 5th (Thursday)     Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals) 
 

Sept. 18 or 19 (Wed/Thurs)    Luncheon TBD 
 

October 14th (Monday)     Sid Slid Celebration 
  

November 9th (Saturday)     2019 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon   
 



 

 
 

 

The 2019 Opener at SunTrust Park didn’t 

come soon enough for baseball-starved Fan 

Club members and guests.  We gathered on 

Saturday, March 30th, at HobNob Tavern in 
Dunwoody to watch the Braves take on 

Bryce Harper and the Phillies in Philly. 
 

OK, the score didn’t turn out like we wanted 
(Phils 8, Braves 6) and, yes, Harper did hit 

a homer.  That didn’t stop us from having a 

great time cheering on our Braves, talking 

baseball, enjoying a tasty meal & beverages, 

and drawing for prizes, including a pair of 

Opening Day tickets versus the Cubs at STP. 
We had one very special activity planned.  Hall of Famer and long-time Fan Club supporter, Phil 

Niekro, would turn 80 on Monday, April 1st.  We wanted to help make his milestone birthday a 

memorable one.  So, in our best and loudest ballpark voices, we sang “Happy Birthday to Knucksie,” 

“Take Me Out to the Ballgame,” and “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.”  Howard Evans and Wayne 

Coleman passed along birthday wishes.  Wayne spoke for us all when he said, “Nobody has done 

more for the Club since we were formed in 1965.  You’re still going strong.  We love you, Phil.” 
 

All of this was caught on video, which was sent to Phil.  Knucksie thanked 

Wayne in a phone call.  “I don’t know how much you had to pay them to do 

that, but I’m glad you did.”  He went on to say his family really loved it, too, 
and that we made his day.  It was our pleasure.     
 

 
 

 
The 400 Fan Club held its first of six 
monthly socials this season at the 

Xfinity Cabanas on Friday, April 12, 

before the game against the New 

York Mets.  It was “Friday Red Out” 

at STP and, as you can see, we came 

prepared to support the Bravos. 
 

We talked a lot of Braves baseball, 

caught up with fellow Club members, 

enjoyed some yummy ballpark food, 
and had a drawing for free tickets to  
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the Braves-Cardinals series in May.  Our upcoming socials are on May 17, June 17, July 19, 

August 2, and September 5, beginning approximately an hour and a half before game time.  Make 

plans to join us.  We’re looking forward to having a lot of fun this year!     

 
By Mary Lou Brooks, Carol Magill, Joyce Piatt, and Shirley Suttle 
 

With high expectations eight of us 
headed to Spring Training on March 

16th, only to be met with cold weather 

and cold bats.  Despite the weather 

challenges, we had fun and ended on a 

high note with a win over the Blue Jays. 
  

We met Jean Berken, a 400 Fan Club 

member now living in Lakeland, on St. 

Patrick’s Day at the Tiger’s game.  She 

decorated all of us with green shamrocks 
pinned to our shirts.  We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with a great gathering at her house afterwards 

for dinner and annual pictures.  How do we look? 
 

A Monday evening game gave us time to see Disney’s 
Boardwalk and lunch at Big River Grille & Brewery.   

They make their own beer—going 2-4 weeks from tank 

to table.  The samples were fun. 
  

At other games several players were signing for us: 

Freddie, Dansby, Camargo and some minor leaguers. 

Sylvia Wren was hit by a foul ball by Dansby. She 

hoped to get him to sign it, when she went to North 

Port for the last Spring Training game. 
  

It was great to see Brian McCann back in uniform looking trim and doing well.  Andy Wilkins hit a 

home run, which got our winning game off to a good start.  It was interesting to watch some of the 

very young players and how they handle adversity.  Now it’s time to look forward to a great season at 

Sun Trust Park and to start thinking about our first trip to North Port in 2020. 
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Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members! 
 

 Janet Reisenwitz, Decatur, GA      Ben Strickland, Decatur, AL 
 

Lee Turner, Chamblee, GA      Doug Weinstein, Atlanta, GA  



 

 
 

 
By Dave Badertscher 
 

Spring Training at Disney’s Champion Stadium had 

something of a different feel for me this year.  Nancy and 

I made our annual baseball trek to Florida (now nine years 

running), taking in four games on February 25-29. 
 

At the ballpark rookie enthusiasm and team optimism for 

2019 ruled.  Players stretched out under watchful coaches’ 

eyes.  Fans of all ages descended on the dugouts before 
the game, waiting to score an autograph or photo.  So 

many hopefuls and veterans rotated through the lineup. 

Crowds came to watch them show their stuff—no worries 

about the final score.  They relished the mostly beautiful 

Florida weather, settling in for an afternoon of baseball, 

while kids rolled down the berm.  It happens every spring.  

But next year the Braves will do it elsewhere.  This was 
their final Spring Training at Disney after 22 years. 

 

We went to our first Braves Spring Training game in March 1998 during the 

team’s inaugural year at Disney.  The Braves took on the Cleveland Indians 
in front of a large crowd that Friday afternoon.  While it hardly seems like 

only yesterday, seeing banners around Champion Stadium commemorating 

the Braves final year (“Catch the Magic 1 Last Time”) was a bit wistful.   

The team played its last game at Disney on March 23, followed the next day 

by the inaugural contest at the new CoolToday Park in North Port. 
 

With all the tournaments held year-round at the ESPN Wide World of Sports 

Complex, there will be no shortage of teams playing at Champion Stadium.  

Fans and staff I talked to were all sorry to see the Braves leave Disney.  

“Maybe a Cactus League team will move here?” an older usher offered.  As 
someone who attended two Fantasy Camps and got to play out on the field 

at Champion Stadium with the Braves Legends, I feel an extra bond.  It 

sure was a fun place to watch a game or to try catching the magic.            

     Braves vs Indians, March 1998             2012 Fantasy Camp with Dale Murphy       Enjoying Spring Training 2019 
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By Wayne Coleman 
 

The Braves officially opened their new Florida spring training complex the 

same way Hank Aaron managed his entire career – with class.   
  

Opening activities spanned many days.  Fifty people attended a VIP event 

on Wednesday evening March 20 at which Braves President of 

Development Mike Plant and Braves VP of Florida Operations Mike Dunn 
spoke briefly about the new ballpark, the elaborate complex and plans for 

usage throughout the year.  400 Fan Club members remember Mike as 

the longtime GM of the Rome Braves and earlier the Macon Braves.  

Mike led a behind the scenes tour that included the Braves locker room 

(pictured right).  I counted 67 lockers in the huge room and there are a 

few hundred more lockers in another building to accommodate all players 

who will use the seven fields. 
 

Though construction was virtually complete, workers were still painting and touching up trim, and two 

stenciled a yellow ‘400’ (feet) on the center field wall as the VIP guests enjoyed walking on the Major 

League caliber outfield grass at sunset. 
 

Saturday’s five-hour open house attracted more fans than the stadium’s capacity with everyone 

anxious to see the new ballpark, but entertainment areas outside the ballpark spread the crowd to 

comfortable levels.  Braves entertainers performed throughout the day, concessions stands rehearsed 
their openings, new ticket takers and ushers practiced their responsibilities and answered countless 

questions, while fans roamed every nook and cranny.  The Tiki Bar in the left field corner was 

crowded although the Tiki accoutrements were not finished.  If you’re in the area, the Tiki Bar’s 

official opening is April 20! 
 

Hank Aaron attended the opener along with multiple Braves front office execs, department heads 

and members of the Braves Hall of Fame including super scout Paul Snyder.  Many SunTrust Park 

entertainers performed at the Saturday open house and the Sunday opener to give fans a taste of the 

Majors.  The Tomahawk Team, the Heavy Hitters, Blooper, Braves organist Matthew Kaminski 
and SunTrust Park P.A. announcer Casey Motter showed off their talents on both days, and even the 

Budweiser Clydesdales made appearances. 
 

On Sunday fans queued up long before gates opened at 1:05 
PM, three hours prior to the 4:05 game start.  A dozen people 

including John Schuerholz, Chip Moore, Mike Dunn and 

the North Port City Manager cut the large gold ribbon on the 

infield to officially open CoolToday Park, and Terry 

Pendleton threw the honorary First Pitch to Eddie Perez.  
 

All the ballpark fare you might expect was available including 

hot dogs, burgers, fries, nachos, Papa John’s pizza and more.  

I highly recommend the fish and chips. 
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And finally, there was the first game!  The Tampa Rays’ Austin Meadows 

(pictured at right) became the first official batter in CoolToday Park.  400 

Fan Club members might remember Austin as our Metro-Atlanta Co-Player 

of the Year in 2014 from Grayson HS.  The Braves prevailed with a 4-2 win 
over the Rays! 
 

CoolToday Park and the surrounding spring training facilities will be 

favorites of Braves fans for at least three decades to come.  Local fans will 
enjoy a heavy year-round entertainment schedule including movie nights 

and concerts leading up to 2020 Spring Training! 
 

  
 

 
 

Braves bullpen watches       Braves celebrate 1st win at CoolToday Park      Phil, Dottie, Bud, Kay at North Port 

 

 
By Rich Vitaris 
 

On February 13, 2019, the National Center for Civil and Human Rights hosted "Catalyst for 

Change: Atlanta and the Negro League," a panel discussion on the history of the Atlanta Black 

Crackers and the Negro League.  The event was jointly sponsored with the Atlanta History 

Center.  Several 400 Club members attended. 
 

The panelists were Atlanta History Center writer, Paul Crater, documentary filmmaker of "The Other 

Boys of Summer," Lauren Meyer, and Senior Director, Diversity & Community Marketing for the 

Atlanta Braves, Adrian Williams.   
 

Mr. Crater explained that professional baseball came to Atlanta in 1895 when the Southern League 

was formed.  Just one year later, the Southern League of Colored Baseball was formed.  These 
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early leagues struggled and team and league names changed.  The last two teams and the most 

successful were the Atlanta Crackers for white ballplayers which played for the Southern Association 

and the Atlanta Black Crackers who were in the Negro Southern League.  Both teams played at 

Ponce de Leon Park, which was across the street from what is now the Ponce City Market. 
 

Ms. Meyer showed a clip from her film "The Other Boys of 

Summer."  She interviewed dozens of living Negro League 

players in producing the film.  The documentary is not yet 

commercially available, but both Ms. Meyer and Mr. Williams 
are working to arrange public screenings in Atlanta. 
 

Mr. Williams discussed both MLB and Atlanta Braves efforts 
to promote diversity not only within the team and its 

employees, but also efforts to promote baseball in minority 

communities.  He talked about the top African-American 

players in Braves history, most notably Hank Aaron, but also 

stated that the Braves were the first Major League team to 

have a black general manager, Bill Lucas. 
 

The highlight of this great event was meeting Robert (Bob) 

Scott, a former Negro League ballplayer who played for the New York Black Yankees.  Mr. Scott 

now resides in Georgia and spoke regarding his experiences in the Negro League.  Particularly 

noteworthy is that Mr. Scott had the opportunity to barnstorm with Jackie Robinson. 
 

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club does its part to promote diversity and inclusion by giving away 

hundreds of Braves tickets each season to underprivileged youth through the Reach Out Program. 
 

 

 

Huge Braves fan and eight-time Fantasy Camp participant, Wes Wilson, passed away unexpectedly 

on March 11th.  Many of his Fantasy Camp brothers (pictured above) and hundreds of others packed 

his memorial service in Woodstock, GA, on Saturday, March 16th.  RIP, Big Guy. 
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2019 Membership Renewal Reminder: 
 

Thanks to everyone who has already renewed their 2019 Fan Club membership! 
 

If you haven’t renewed yet, dues are only $30 (primary) & $15 (associate). 
It’s easy to renew online at www.atl400.org or call our Hotline (770-416-4539) 

 

http://www.atl400.org/

