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By Dave Badertscher
The 400 Fan Club rolled into DC on Friday, June 21, for the big weekend series with Washington at
Nationals Park. Our red-hot Braves came to town having won 8 of their last 10 and holding a 4 ½
game lead in the NL East. Meanwhile the Nationals had just completed a three-game sweep of the
Phillies and were seemingly clicking on all cylinders. Both teams were ready to rumble.

We stayed at the Courtyard Capitol Hill/Navy Yard, which was within easy walking distance of
Nationals Park. The big news going into Friday night’s game was the debut of recently signed free
agent Dallas Keuchel. But first we enjoyed each other’s company for a group dinner at the nearby
Scarlet Oak restaurant. Those who hustled to the ballpark afterward were
able to score a Max Scherzer giveaway bobblehead. Keuchel (pictured at
right) pitched effectively for the first three innings and was staked to a 3-0
lead with the help of Austin Riley’s two-run homer off Stephen Strasburg.
The 2015 AL Cy Young winner threw a total of 99 pitches over five innings
and allowed four runs (one was unearned). Despite the team’s 4-3 loss, it
was an encouraging performance by the veteran after his long layoff.
On Saturday evening starter Mike Foltynewicz was rocked for 8 runs into
the 5th inning, which we later learned earned him a demotion to Gwinnett.
We all hoped Folty would be able to work through his issues, but in the
meantime the Braves offense was once again in high gear. Our guys scored 9
runs over the last three innings with Dansby Swanson’s 3-run homer in the 8th the decisive blow on
the way to a 13-9 win. Credit the bullpen with holding the Nats to one run over the last five innings.
The rubber game of the series on Sunday gave Braves fans a scare. Mike Soroka had to leave the
game after being hit on the forearm by Nationals pitcher Austin Voth. Word had it later that Soroka
would likely not miss his next start. Josh Tomlin followed with four scoreless innings in relief. With
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the score tied at 2-2 after nine, pinch hitter Johann Camargo hit a clutch 2-run homer. Our Braves
held on for a nail-biting 4-3 win and moved to a 6 ½ game NL East lead. Let’s give the Nationals
credit. They played us tough over the hotly-contested three game series. Nationals Park offered a
spacious, energizing environment with plenty of food choices. The home fans we mingled with were
welcoming and knowledgeable. All in all a very pleasurable experience.

Of course, watching Braves baseball wasn’t all we did on our trip with so much to see and do in DC.
On Saturday Fan Club members were turned loose on the streets of our Nation’s Capital with Old
Town Trolley unlimited Hop On-Hop Off passes and we were determined to put them to good use.
OK, there was some construction, a few street closings for special events, and even a spontaneous
protest or two to factor in, but the weather was nearly perfect for summertime in DC (high 82, low
humidity). Just an excellent day to go exploring alongside eager tourists from all over the globe.
Our folks visited as many of our Nation’s treasures as they could fit in: the Lincoln Memorial, the
sobering Veterans Memorials along the Mall, the Capitol, the Library of Congress, the many
Museums, and more. The Trolley’s Blue Loop went through Arlington National Cemetery,
making stops at the JFK Gravesite and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. None of us who
visited the quiet, sprawling acres of the cemetery left unmoved. No matter how many times you’ve
been sightseeing in Washington, DC, it’s still an awe-inspiring journey. On that we all agreed.
Our thanks go out to Trip Coordinator Rick Wheeler, who put this year’s Major League trip together.
We saw our Braves take it to the rival Nationals, wandered the Nation’s Capital, hung out with
fellow Fan Club members and even made some new friends. Great trip! Here are some photos.
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
Our Braves continue to lead the NL East in what was anticipated at the beginning
of the year as a “packed” race. Few picked the Braves to overcome the offseason moves of the Phillies, Nationals, and Mets. The Tomahawk Times
pre-season pick to finish second to the Braves, the Mets, are playing branding
iron hot baseball and surging back into the race.
The Braves have an exciting team and that has always spilled over to the fans. A
reflection of this excitement is seeing long-time Fan Club members show up as
“new faces” at several of our events, even selling out our popular monthly Cabana Socials at
SunTrust Park. Our members are all still talking about our major league trip to Washington,
coordinated by Rick Wheeler and directed by Dave Badertscher. In this crucial series the Braves
burned Washington, winning 2 out of 3 decisively. On a baseball high, the Fan Club is rolling out
next to see the Rome Braves on Saturday, August 24. We hope to see many of you in Rome,
especially our members in that area. The Club will be in Section 200, so come over and say “hello”
or better yet sign up and join us for the game.
Our Officers and Board of Directors continue to engage in planning efforts to perpetuate essential
legacy programs, such as our High School All-Star Recognition and Awards Ceremony and our
annual Gameboree Banquet. We look to strengthen our volunteer and charitable donations in
support of baseball at all levels. Beyond that, we know the importance to our membership of the
social community our Club represents to the Atlanta Braves as the team’s original Fan Club
beginning in 1965. The devoted, dedicated, and supportive members of the 400 Club bring their
passion to the games, as season ticket holders under the Club’s banner and individually. Go Braves!
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2019 Fan Club Activities Calendar
August 24th (Saturday)

Rome Braves vs Columbia Fireflies at State Mutual Stadium

September 5th (Thursday)

Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals)

Sept. 18 or 19 (Wed/Thurs) Luncheon TBD
October 14th (Monday)

Sid Slid Celebration

November 9th (Saturday)

2019 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon

The Fan Club will make its second Minor League excursion of the season as we travel to State
Mutual Stadium to see the Rome Braves take on the Columbia Fireflies on Saturday, August 24,
at 6:00pm. The Rome Braves offer the minor league experience at its best. Players give it their all
on the field, stadium staff are friendly, and a hometown atmosphere permeates the stands. Come
see the Braves stars of the future. Currently on the Rome roster are Atlanta Braves 2019 1st round
draft picks, Shea Langeliers (C) and Braden Shewmake (SS). Click here to register now!

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
www.atl400.org

Mailing Address:

Fan Club Hotline:

P.O. Box 7689
Atlanta, GA 30357-0689

770-416-4539

The Tomahawk Times

August 2019

Page 5

Have you been to one of the Club’s monthly Gameday Socials this season? If not, and you like
celebrating Braves baseball, meeting up with the game’s best fans, chowing down tasty ballpark
food, and drawings for free Braves tickets, then you don’t want to miss out. Our last Social of the
year is on Thursday, September 5, at 6:00pm at the Xfinity Cabanas. We welcome first-timers,
new members, and guests. Just look at the fun folks had at our Socials in June, July, and August!
Register now for our September Social by clicking here.
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During the first week in July the Atlanta Braves honored Walter Banks with
a surprise 80th birthday party, an exhibit at the onUp Experience, and his own
bobblehead night at SunTrust Park, in honor of his 54 years of service as an
usher and ambassador for the team. Now this was a celebration that fans from
all over Braves Country could really get into.
Walter has been a long-time member of the 400 Fan Club. He received our
inaugural Baseball Ambassador Award in 2001 (shown at left) and was our
“Mr. Baseball” recipient in 2004. Walter is a Gameboree regular. We see
him at the ballpark year after year and know him as a true gentleman and a
friend to all. The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club congratulates you, Walter!
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The Fan Club hosted its first “Reach Out, Be Our Guest” event of the season on Sunday, July 21.
Continuing a tradition that began in 2007, we are once again providing tickets for Braves games to
deserving youth groups and their chaperones through Atlanta Braves Community Affairs. Our
guests for the evening game against the Nationals were from Sunshine Kids, a non-profit
organization established in 1982. It is dedicated to providing positive group activities and emotional
support for young cancer patients who are receiving treatment in hospitals across North America.
Giovanna Petrillo, a Braves Foundation trainee, and Fan Club members Becky Sawyer, Lynn
Walley, Carole Brooks, Carol Rogers, and Nancy & Dave Badertscher welcomed the group of 40
strong. They had just come from The Battery’s Escape Room and before that the Varsity. It was
a busy day for the Sunshine Kids, but they were eager to see a Braves game at SunTrust Park.
In a first for our Reach Out events, the Sunshine Kids had their very own suite down the right field
line. The suite provided an ideal space and view and was stocked with drinks and snacks, adding to
their enjoyment of the game. Some of the kids even made it onto BravesVision. Each of the
Sunshine Kids received a tomahawk and a Braves backpack. It was a long, full day, but the group
stayed on to cheer the Braves through the final out in the ninth, as we took down the Nats, 7-1.
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By Rich Vitaris
A group of 400 Club members attended a talk and book signing by Bud
Selig, the ninth Commissioner of Major League Baseball, at the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta on July 10, 2019. Mr. Selig was in
town to promote his new book For the Good of the Game: The Inside
Story of the Surprising and Dramatic Transformation of Major
League Baseball.
The talk was moderated by Atlanta's famed 19-time Emmy Award-winning
sports and news anchor Jeff Hullinger from 11Alive (shown below). Selig
was surprisingly frank in discussing his turbulent 20 years as Commissioner
which included the steroids controversy, the 1994 Players Strike, and Barry
Bonds surpassing Atlanta legend and Selig friend, Hank Aaron's home run record. Selig aggressively
defended his tenure, blaming owners, players, and the MLB Player's Association for the strike and the
slow pace of addressing baseball's steroid problems. Selig clearly believes himself to have been
baseball's one adult in the room supervising a bunch of selfish, greedy, and immature children.
Bud spoke passionately about the integration of baseball citing
Jackie Robinson's breaking of the Baseball Color Line as an
event of signal importance in American history. Selig talked
about his own friendship with Henry Aaron and the hate and
many hardships Aaron endured in his career. It is clear that
Selig considers the improvement in race relations within baseball
while he was Commissioner to be one of his major
accomplishments.
The event concluded with an audience Q&A, with Selig hitting
"batting practice" questions on his love of the game, his family,
and his success in stabilizing MLB's finances out of the park,
while striking out on the tough questions about the problems
currently confronting baseball such as sagging attendance and
its preoccupation with revenue.

By Dave Badertscher
It’s been a busy summer for the 400 Fan Club, as you can see from this issue of
The Tomahawk Times. Thirty-one Club members made a memorable trip to see
the Braves take on the Nationals in Washington, DC. Our monthly Socials at
the Xfinity Cabanas were well-attended and successful in the most important
way—folks had a good time! We enjoyed “Reaching Out” to the Sunshine Kids,
who brought their special brand of sunshine to SunTrust Park.
There are lots of great photos from our events in this month’s Tomahawk
Times. Looking through them I’m struck by just how many different Club
members have participated in our activities over the last two months. It’s gratifying to see this kind
of enthusiasm and support for our programs from the membership. We’ve had several out-of-staters
attend our socials. Thanks for coming out! Summer’s not over yet, though. In the next few weeks,
we’re looking forward to a trip to Rome, another Reach Out event, and our final Social of the
season. And how about those Braves! They’ve given us plenty to cheer about in 2019, with the
promise of much more to come. See you at SunTrust Park or at one of our upcoming events.

