The Newsletter of the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
________________________________________________________________________________

October 2019

By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
Fellow 400 Fan Club members,
There is no escaping the aftermath of the crash and burn of Game 5 of the
NLDS, or more specifically the top of the 1st inning. Gut-wrenching, knowing
the Braves were the better team overall and given the sense that the
Nationals could prevail in a five-game series over the Dodgers. The
Cardinals rose to Public Enemy #1 with their less than humble post-game
celebration. Ok, season ending—that’s over.
What fans had to celebrate in 2019 was a total of 99 wins through the playoffs
and a second consecutive Division title. Excitement! The team was relentless in putting on comeback
rallies from the 7th inning on. The Braves displayed power, speed and up-and-coming stardom mixed
with a strong veteran presence. Who didn’t enjoy the celebratory ambiance of
the dugout? On reflection, the Phillies, who started their rebuild at about the
same time the Braves did, were willing to spend “stupid” money and that is
what they accomplished to finish ahead of the Marlins. They were projected to
battle the Nationals and Mets for the Division. Preseason “experts” dismissed
the Braves from contention as we stayed on a steady course with mid-season
corrections. As dedicated Braves fans, we offer thanks for the hard work over the long season to the
players, staff and organization for taking us along on the ride to the Division Championship.
The 400 Fan Club fully engaged during the season with a full slate of activities. We gathered for
Opening Weekend and monthly socials, went on a road trip to Washington, DC, and visited our
minor league teams in Gwinnett and Rome. Our High School All-Star Program brought in the
best of the best area teams and players for well-deserved recognition. Members continued, in their
volunteer roles, to participate in support of the Braves Foundation’s Reach Out programs
throughout the season. Once again we, as a Club, made charitable contributions in support of youth,
high school, and college baseball in an amount more than the total of our membership dues revenue.
Thank you for your continued support. Hope to see you at the 2020 Gameboree. GO BRAVES!

Upcoming Fan Club Activities
November 16th (Saturday)

2019 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon

January 25, 2020 (Saturday)

2020 Eddie Glennon Gameboree

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club will hold its annual winter banquet and fundraiser on
Saturday, January 25, 2020. A gala reception, silent auction and raffle of Braves memorabilia
begins at 5:00 PM with the awards dinner and program following at 6:30. Details and registration
info for the Eddie Glennon Gameboree will be posted on our website closer to the date. Plan to
join us for a baseball evening you won’t soon forget!
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Our Silent Auction will feature autographed photos of many
Braves players, past and present. Additional items include
baseball souvenirs, signed memorabilia and bobbleheads. We
could use caps or jerseys of Braves stars and rising future stars.
The funds raised from the Silent Auction are devoted to
recognizing baseball programs and promoting baseball here in
Georgia. At this time of year we reach out for your support in
donating items for the upcoming Gameboree. The Club will
reimburse costs, if requested, for shipping. If you have items
that could be included in the auction, please email Silent Auction
Coordinator Nate Morgan (nathan.k.morgan@gmail.com).

We need your input! During the season we heard many
of you express interest in a 400 Fan Club trip to North
Port for the Braves’ first Spring Training in their new
home at CoolToday Park. We believe we can arrange
a limited service trip, provided we have a commitment
from at least 20 folks for the trip.
The 400 Fan Club will make the following arrangements:




Tickets to CoolToday Park for the 1:05 game on
Friday, March 13 against the Mets.
Tickets to CoolToday Park for the 6:05 night game on Saturday, March 14 against the Orioles.
(Game tickets will likely be in the $40-$50 range).
Lodging in Venice, Florida – about 20 minutes from CoolToday Park – for the nights of Friday
and Saturday with an option for Thursday and Sunday available. Based on a preliminary
survey, we anticipate room cost will exceed $200 per room per night. You will pay the hotel
when you check out.

You would be responsible for:





Transportation between Atlanta and Venice, Florida.
All food and entertainment (besides the two Braves games).
Transportation between Venice and CoolToday Park.
If you are interested, the Braves are playing the Twins in Fort Meyers on Sunday, March 15.
You would have to procure your own ticket to this game.

If you would like to go on the Fan Club’s Spring Training trip, please email Rick Wheeler at
rwheeler47@earthlink.net by November 1, so that we can determine whether there is sufficient
interest to go forward with planning the trip. If we make the minimum, Rick will get back to you with
a request for your ticket money in advance and other details. Many thanks!

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Bennett Jones, St. Louis, MO
Laura Franklin, Summerville, SC
Rachel Reynolds, Summerville, SC
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Seventeen members of the Fan Club made our annual trip to State Mutual Stadium on Saturday,
August 24, to watch the Rome Braves take on their South Atlantic League rivals, the Columbia
Fireflies (NY Mets). Some folks drove to Rome on their own, while board members rented a wellstocked van driven by Club President Howard Evans. There was much excitement at the ballpark
and a large crowd of 4,478, as Danby Swanson and Austin Riley were in the lineup rehabbing.
Both saw considerable action. Our group had great seats in the 200 Level behind home plate with
access to the Club Bar & Restaurant. Thankfully it wasn’t as hot as last year and the rain held off.
The Rome Braves offer minor league baseball at its best. Players hustle and give it their all, staff
throughout the stadium are welcoming, and the hometown fans are totally behind their team. Mitch
Stallings went five strong innings before surrendering a 3-0 lead to the Fireflies. He was picked up
in the bottom of the 6th by Braves 2019 draftees Shea Langeliers (1st Rd.) and Michael Harris (3rd
Rd.), as the R-Braves jumped ahead 4-3 in what turned out to be the final score. Fireworks
followed, but our van hit the road for home. Still more baseball, though. As we wound our way
toward I-75, the van’s radio was tuned to the last few innings of the Braves-Mets game at Citi Field,
which our guys won handily, 9-5. A winning evening for both Braves teams and the 400 Fan Club.
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The Braves Annual Alumni Weekend was held on August 16-18 during the all-important series
with the visiting Los Angeles Dodgers. Fans had the opportunity to watch the Braves Legends
Parade and Red Carpet Introductions on Friday, the Alumni Softball Home Run Derby on
Saturday, and get Alumni Photos on the Field before the game on Sunday.

It also happened to be the biggest series of the season so far. With the Playoffs on everyone’s
mind, how would the Braves fare against an LA team that swept us back in May? STP was packed (a
record 43,619 turned out on Saturday) and Dodgers fans were everywhere. After a stinging 8-3 loss
on Friday, the Braves came back to take the next two games, 4-3 and 5-3. Sunday’s win showcased
gutsy performances by Max Fried and the bullpen along with the grand slam heroics of newcomer
Rafael Ortega. What a great weekend of baseball for Braves fans at SunTrust Park!

The 400 Fan Club welcomed youngsters and their
chaperones from the Cobb County Police
Athletic League to SunTrust Park for our second
“Reach Out, Be Our Guest” event of the season
and to attend the Braves vs Marlins game on
Tuesday, August 20. The group was greeted by
Fan Club members, Becky Sawyer, Lynn
Walley, Carole Brooks, Lynn Camp and Linda
Smith.
Cobb PAL is a charitable, non-profit organization.
Its mission is to make a positive difference in the
lives of young people ages 4-18, by focusing on
juvenile crime prevention through athletic and
recreational activities.
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The PAL program is a great example of providing a positive environment for youth to interact with
police officers. The kids had a fun time playing in Hope & Will’s Sandlot, particularly on the
climbing wall. A number of them had never attended a baseball game before and really enjoyed an
evening of Braves baseball. We’re glad they came.

Seven 400 Fan Club members responded to Kathryn Bennett’s call for Childhood Cancer
Awareness Day volunteers on Saturday, September 7, before the Braves game against the
Nationals. This special day at SunTrust Park honored those who are currently fighting or who have
courageously battled different types of childhood cancer.
Survivors received a commemorative t-shirt, access to a pre-game reception inside the Roxy, and
tickets to the game. Many of the children and their families and friends stopped to sign the Golden
Wall (“Stand Up to Cancer”) outside the Roxy on a very hot afternoon. Fan Club volunteers helped
with t-shirt distribution and the Golden Wall. Always an inspiring event!

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
www.atl400.org

Mailing Address:

Fan Club Hotline:

P.O. Box 7689
Atlanta, GA 30357-0689

770-416-4539
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Hope you were able
to make one of our
monthly Gameday
Socials in the
Xfinity Cabanas
this season. It was
a good opportunity
to get to know
fellow Fan Club
members, while
talking Braves
baseball (and much
more), enjoying
some tasty ballpark
food, and winning
tickets to upcoming
Braves games. We
had a nice mix of Friday “red out” games and weekday games. Our final Social was held on
Thursday, September 5, before the opening game of the series with the Nationals, which the Braves
took 4-2. It’s been a fun time. Our thanks go out to Howard Evans for coordinating this activity
and making sure we were well fed.

Braves fans will miss B-Mac, who graduated
from Duluth High School in 2002 where
he was a two-time 400 Fan Club High
School All-Star. He was drafted in the 2nd
Round of the 2002 MLB Draft by the Braves
and played nine stellar years (2005-2013),
before moving on to the Yankees and later
the Astros. This year he came back to play
his final season with his hometown Braves
and helped lead the Braves to the NL East
Division title.
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A seven-time All-Star at catcher, Brian had 282 career home runs and 1,018 RBIs. Beyond the
impressive numbers from his 15 year Major League career, B-Mac will be remembered for his veteran
leadership and character both on and off the field. It was a real treat watching the one-time “Baby
Brave” grow up. We hope there will be a continuing place for him in the Braves organization.

Looking for the Perfect Holiday Gift for Your Braves Fan?
An annual membership in the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club makes a great gift!
For details visit our website at http://www.atl400.org/gift-membership

A small group of the die-hard faithful once again gathered at noon on
Monday, October 14th for our annual celebration of Sid Bream’s gamewinning slide against Pittsburgh in Game 7 of the 1992 NLCS.
Where were you when Sid slid? As we did last year, we set up our
tables and lawn chairs in the parking lot of our friends at the Bullpen
Rib House. We enjoyed Skip’s classic play-by-play call of the 9th
inning, cheered when Sid beat the throw at home (Braves win!
Braves win! Braves win!), and celebrated with a generous slab of
“Sid Slid” cake. Some things never get old. Just ask Howard.
The highlight of the celebration was a phone call from Sid himself (see photo below). He graciously
thanked the Fan Club for continuing to appreciate a very special time in both his life and the Braves
franchise. It was the kind of easy, back-and-forth conversation that happens between old friends.
Sid understands that we are fans who are into this for the long haul. You may wonder how the Fan
Club’s Sid Slid Celebration became an annual tradition. To take a look back, keep reading …
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