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By Dave Badertscher; photos by Linda Lovejoy
The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club held its 54th annual Gameboree banquet and fundraiser on
Saturday, January 25, 2020, at the Atlanta Marriott Northeast at Century Center. This year’s
theme was “Honoring the Division Champion Gwinnett Stripers and the Back-to-Back
Division Champion Atlanta Braves.” 180 Braves fans, honored guests, and representatives from
the Stripers and the Braves turned out for our largest event of the year. Leo Mazzone (pictured
below at the podium) was a big hit in his first ever gig as emcee.

The reception and silent auction opened at 5:00 with a nice selection of Braves and other baseball
memorabilia. Thanks go to Silent Auction and Raffle Coordinators Nate Morgan and Becky Sawyer
along with their crew, as well as to Fan Club members who generously donated items. As usual,
proceeds go to the Phil Niekro Scholarship Fund. Braves organist Matthew Kaminski provided
entertainment again this year, setting the mood for friends to mingle and guests to be welcomed.
After everyone was seated for dinner in the ballroom, Fan
Club President Howard Evans introduced the guests and
award winners at the head table. Local Christian
singer/songwriter, Bill Fair, sang “The Lord’s Prayer.”
During dinner attendees enjoyed a slide presentation
highlighting the Fan Club’s many activities, outings, and
volunteer opportunities in 2019.
Following dinner, Howard thanked Club members who were
involved in planning, organizing, and setting up this year’s
event, especially Gameboree Program Coordinator Wayne
Coleman and Logistics Coordinator Judy Messer. Howard
talked about upcoming Club activities in 2020, including monthly social gatherings at the Truist
Cabanas, our Major League trip to Denver on July 14-17, and minor league outings to see the
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Gwinnett Stripers and the Rome Braves. Details and sign-up will be
available on our website (www.atl400.org) closer to the dates of the events.
Howard then introduced the evening’s emcee, former Braves pitching coach
and current radio personality, Leo Mazzone. During his time in Atlanta, Leo
developed and coached some of the best pitching rotations in baseball history.
Between 1991 and 1998, three of his pitchers won a total of six Cy Young
Awards. Throughout the program Leo drew on his years of experience in the
Major and Minor Leagues to both entertain and supplement the evening’s theme
of honoring the division winning Atlanta Braves and the Gwinnett Stripers.
It made for a lively, memorable night of baseball.

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Awards
Red Wooten Metro Atlanta High School Player of the Year: C. J. Abrams (unable to attend)
Jason Varitek Most Outstanding Scholar Athlete in Georgia: Aaron Schunk (Univ. of Georgia)
Phil Niekro Scholarship Awards: Augusta University (Jordan Kelly for Coach Chris Howell)
Columbus State University (Coach Greg Appleton)
Luke Appling Nostalgia Award: Gary Matthews (unable to attend)

C. J. Abrams, High School Player of the Year

Jordan Kelly, Augusta University

Aaron Schunk, Varitek Outstanding Scholar Athlete

Coach Greg Appleton, Columbus State

Luke Appling Award
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Atlanta Braves Minor League Awards

Introduced by Ron Knight, Assistant Director, Minor League Operations
Bill Lucas Award for Sportsmanship & Character: Thomas Burrows (Mississippi Braves)
Hank Aaron Award for Outstanding Minor League Player: Trey Harris (Mississippi Braves)
Phil Niekro Award for Outstanding Minor League Pitcher: Ian Anderson (Gwinnett Stripers)
Bobby Cox Manager of the Year Award: Matt Tuiasosopo (Rome Braves)

Thomas Burrows

Ian Anderson

Trey Harris

Matt Tuiasosopo

Gwinnett Stripers Recognition
Adam English, Stripers VP and GM
Leo introduced Adam English, the Stripers Vice President and General Manager, who spoke about
the Stripers season and their plans for 2020. This will be Adam’s second season with the team and
his 16th year in professional baseball, including time with the Royals and Giants organizations.
Adam said he was honored to be part of the Braves organization
and the special year that the Stripers had in 2019. The tone was
set from Day One by International League Manager of the Year
Damon Berryhill. The players are only 35 miles from the Big
Leagues and can taste their dreams. Adam talked about
developing talent versus winning baseball games in the minor
leagues. He said Alex Anthopoulos has put together one of the
most talented farm systems in baseball.
2019 was a record-breaking season for the Stripers on the field.
Their 200 home runs broke the team record by 39 home runs.
Four players hit over 20 homers, including 32 by Adam Duvall.
Pitchers also drove the team. Led by Ian Anderson, the Stripers had the best ERA in the league.
Attendance at Coolray Field grew by 8%, the largest increase in the team’s history.
The Stripers mission is to connect communities through exceptional experiences. They hosted
Georgia High School State Baseball Championship games, Paint Gwinnett Pink for Breast
Cancer Awareness, and raised funds benefiting Gwinnett County. “Beat the Fridge” was a great
promotional success. Prospects can be called up at any time, so games need to be about fun and
innovation, while offering great baseball. “The best is yet to come,” Adam vowed. Howard presented
Adam with a plaque commemorating the Stripers outstanding 2019 season (pictured above).
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2020 Ivan Allen, Jr., “Mr. Baseball” Award
Wayne Coleman, Gameboree Chair and the 2014 “Mr. Baseball,”
presented the final award of the night. The “Mr. Baseball”
Award is given annually to the “person who has contributed
significantly to the promotion of baseball in the Atlanta area.”
The 2020 “Mr. Baseball” recipient is dedicated, lifelong baseball
coach, Dave McDonald. He served with USA Baseball for many
seasons, coached Team USA to a gold medal in 2000, was
President of the National High School Baseball Coaches
Association, and coached Team Georgia. Dave was the head
coach at Wheeler High School (1979-2010), Mount Paran
Christian School, and since 2012 has been a pitching coach and
assistant at the Lovett School.
Dave also served his country in Vietnam. He is a recipient of the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart. Dave was recognized on the field by the Braves in 2019 as a Hometown Hero.

2020 Eddie Glennon Gameboree: Faces in the Crowd
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On Saturday, January 25th, the annual Chop Fest once again aimed to stoke Braves fans for the
upcoming season despite the cold, windy weather. Things kicked off with the Opening Pep Rally at
9:50AM, followed by a full day of activities lasting until 4:00, as Chop Fest spanned Truist Park and
The Battery. There was something for fans of all ages, as shown in the photos below. 400 Fan
Club members who went to both Chop Fest and the Gameboree had themselves one busy day.
Several well-attended sessions with players and Alex Anthopoulos were held in the Konica Minolta
Conference Center. Fans brought their questions about the state of the roster, the loss of Josh
Donaldson, and the heartbreaking end to last year’s Playoff run. With Spring Training just around
the corner, the players seemed ready to turn the page on 2019. Their goal, along with the rest of the
Braves organization, goes beyond winning the NL East. The words “World Series” kept coming up.
No braggadocio there, just firm determination to be the best they can be after a long offseason.

Signage change to Truist Park is a work in progress

Folks were eager to run/walk the bases

Pitching discussion: Ingram, Green, Newcomb, Soroka

Sid slid once more on the Braves Chalk Walk

Folty, d’Arnaud, Ender
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
Welcome back! It’s time for baseball once again. The Braves Chop Fest
Weekend is the renewal of the excitement surrounding our two consecutive
National League East Championships. The 400 Fan Club celebrated the close
of Chop Fest with our 54th Annual Eddie Glennon Gameboree awards banquet
featuring fan favorite Leo Mazzone as the dinner’s emcee. The audience
thoroughly enjoyed the evening as Leo blended his reflections on seasons past
and his coaching philosophy as only he can. To say the night was filled with
laughter is an understatement.
We were also pleased that Ron Knight, the Braves Assistant Director of Minor League Operations,
presented the Braves minor league award winners’ plaques in recognition of outstanding
achievements during the 2019 season. This is something the Braves have done at our banquet for
over 30 years. Much credit for our successful evening goes to Gameboree Chair Wayne Coleman
and the many volunteer Board members who devote hours to planning and putting on the event.
Pitchers and catchers have now reported to Spring Training and that means it is time for all of our
members to report. Yes, it is membership renewal time and membership packages are being
prepared for mailing. Our activities for 2020 will include many of our popular events: a Major
League Trip to Denver and minor league trips to see the Gwinnett Stripers and the Rome Braves.
For broader appeal, we are planning additional group events at Truist Park and will continue our
pre-game socials. Of course, our basic mission is charitable support of baseball throughout the
Atlanta Metro Area. Your membership dues, to the penny, are used in that mission. Thank you for
renewing for 2020. Your continued support is vitally important to us. Go Braves!

2020 Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
Officers

Directors

Advisory Council

Howard Evans, President
Dave Badertscher, Vice-President
Lynn Walley, Treasurer
Rich Vitaris, Secretary

Sherman Boudrieau
Mary Lou Brooks
Eddie Cook
Arlene Langer
Linda Lovejoy
Alan Morris
David Muir
Carol Rodgers
Anjy Tankersley
Sid Tourial
Phil Youngberg

Wayne Coleman
Bernie Marino
Judy Messer
Bob Messner
Gary Novak
John Padgett
Johnny Tallant
Rick Wheeler

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Member!
Raye Reed, Locust Grove, GA

Thanks to everyone who has already renewed their 2020 membership!
If you haven’t renewed yet, dues are only $30 (primary) & $15 (associate).
It’s easy to renew online at www.atl400.org or call our Hotline (770-416-4539)
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You must act quickly! In response to the December Tomahawk Times and the Gameboree, the trip is
almost sold out. Only SIX air packages remain! FIVE additional land packages are available.




Air Packages – only 6 remaining at $1,080/person double occupancy
(Atlanta arrival at 3:00 PM Monday)
Land Packages available at $540/person double occupancy
Single supplement available for $330

For full details, click here to go to our website. To reserve your spot or if you have questions,
contact: Rick Wheeler, (404) 373-7041, rwheeler47@earthlink.net.

Imagine looking west beyond the main gates of Oakland. Look carefully and you will see a lush
patch of green grass complete with a baseball diamond. Beyond the playing field is a city devastated
and still emotionally smoldering from Sherman’s fires. Red flags hang from the doors of homes
housing people with smallpox. It is May 12, 1866 and the city desperately needs something to
celebrate. On this day, the Gate City Nine and the Atlanta Baseball Club take the field to play the
first baseball game in Atlanta. Definitely consider taking one of the upcoming tours that recaptures
the spirit of the day and examines the lives of several of the players taking part in that historic game.
Next scheduled tours: March 28 & May 23 @ 6:30 PM
Available to private tour groups any day of the week. To book a private tour, click
here.
A group of fifteen 400 Fan Club members took the “Boys of Summer Tour” led by Al Morris in
May 2014 and enjoyed it very much. Here are a few photos from our visit:
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The 18th Annual Rome Hot Stove Gathering was held at the Forum River Center, on Monday,
January 27th, from 5:30-7:30PM. We enjoyed the VIP reception, silent auction, “all you can eat”
ballpark dinner, autograph session, comments by special guests, and the Q&A session. This year
proceeds went to Armuchee High School Baseball and the Atlanta Braves Foundation.
The Rome Braves were represented by new VP & GM David Cross, Manager Matt Tuiasosopo,
and emcee Kevin Karel. Guests from the Atlanta Braves were Brian Snitker, Ron Knight, Chris
Lionetti, and Ben Sestanovich. Braves prospect Drew Waters also participated. The Fan Club is
looking forward to its annual trip to see the Rome Braves during the regular season.

Autograph session

Dave, Wayne, Howard & Bob at Giggity’s Sports Bar

