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The 400 Fan Club Goes Virtual at the June Board Meeting on Zoom

By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
We hope this issue of The Tomahawk Times finds you and your family safe and
healthy. As the best fans in the country, our appetite for baseball is great. The
hope is that soon we will be able to enjoy watching games. Commissioner
Manfred and I both earned degrees from the Industrial and Labor Relations
School at Cornell University. The back and forth of labor negotiations in a
business sense is dictated by crunching numbers. At least as important is the
owners/players relationship leading into negotiations. When the relationship is
historically adverse and negotiations become a win-lose proposition, the result is
everyone loses. For that reason alone, it is increasingly likely we will see a season.
The Fan Club’s Board of Directors has remained at work during the pandemic. Although we have
had to scuttle plans for larger gatherings of members along with our Major League Trip to Denver and
minor league trips, we continue to play the cards we have been dealt. We were pleased to donate to
the Atlanta Braves Foundation dedicated to the Gameday Staff Relief Fund on behalf of the
membership. We are on “GO” and will respond quickly to any opportunity to attend live games. The
Board is moving ahead with contingency plans in preparation for our 55th Annual Gameboree this
winter. Barring an uptick of COVID-19, we optimistically believe the Gameboree will build off the pent
up enthusiasm growing out of the 2020 Season and the Playoffs.
We have many members who have already renewed their 2020 memberships. Membership renewals
continue to come in. We believe this is a tremendous showing of support for our mission to make
every membership dollar count to promote baseball in charitable ways throughout the region. We
have not made the Club’s regular membership push due to the uncertainty of baseball and related
Club activities, but we do need your support. Thanks for being loyal members of the Atlanta 400
Baseball Fan Club.

The Tomahawk Times

June 2020

Page 2

The spread of the coronavirus has affected each of us in ways we didn’t immediately envision. On
March 17th, just days after Spring Training was canceled, MLB announced that all 30 teams would
donate one million dollars per team to help gameday staff who are impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic and the postponement of the start of the 2020 season. The next day Braves Country
received a message from President and CEO Derek Schiller about the creation of a “special disaster
relief fund to help gameday workers and certain other affected members of our baseball community
with special financial needs” through the Braves Foundation in the months until baseball returns.
An online link was set up on the Braves website to allow groups and individuals to contribute.
The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club was eager to participate in this effort. Over the years Club
members have developed caring relationships with gameday staff and recognize their importance to
making an outing at the ballpark a memorable experience. Some of the staff have been members of
the Fan Club for many years.
Although our April board meeting was canceled due to coronavirus concerns, Howard Evans led an
online discussion of the Club’s options for participating in the gameday staff disaster relief fund.
Support among the board was unanimous and in mid-April we sent a check to the Atlanta Braves
Foundation in the amount of $1,500.

By Rick Wheeler
After fifteen years of planning the annual Major League Road Trip for the 400
Club, I thought that everything that could happen had happened. Denver would be
a piece of cake. I was so wrong.
I became involved in trip planning for the Club in 2005 when we decided to go to
Cincinnati and experience the new Great American Ball Park. My family had
lived in Cincinnati for 14 years and I was pretty sure I could put together a fun trip
for the Club. Boy, did I learn there was a lot of work involved even when I was very
familiar with the destination. Did we really have to provide bus transportation
between the Braves team hotel (yes, when we get lucky and the pricing works we do stay in the same
hotel as the Braves) and the ballpark that was only a four block walk?
Since I survived that first trip, I have had a great time arranging these trips every year. The two
primary objectives for each one are to ensure that the Club has a great time and that we see some
winning baseball. We have met the first objective every time. The second objective is up to the
Braves, but I don’t think we have seen a sweep of the Braves on any trip.
Each trip has its uniqueness (15 years and 15 different ballparks) and I have learned something from
every trip. The challenge is to then incorporate these learnings into succeeding trips and to keep the
good and improve the not so good. Like changing to trip shirts in both men’s and women’s sizes,
which really was not that hard to manage. And the ladies very much appreciated the change.
While all the trips have been great, a few stand out in my mind as outstanding. My top five are:
5. Milwaukee in 2009 We happened to pick the weekend that Milwaukee was having its annual
lakefront festival that included several performances by the USAF Thunderbirds. Dinner at
Mader’s—a Milwaukee icon—and so much to do that people collapsed after each game. Combined
with a perfect bus driver, this was a perfect trip.
4. Minnesota in 2010 While the weather was damp and dreary, it was bar none the best eating
trip the club has ever had. We had two terrific dinners at restaurants close to the hotel capped by a
tremendous Sunday buffet inside Target Field along with special seating. We all gained 5 lbs each.
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3. St. Louis in 2008 A tremendous Busch Memorial Stadium and the best stadium staff in all of
baseball. There was an in-stadium buffet that was a grand slam. A trip up the Arch for everyone
made up for the fact that the Ballpark Village was just starting to develop.
2. Kansas City in 2016 Some would argue the best barbeque in the country, combined with a
special guided tour of the Negro League’s Baseball Museum. We had a special pre-game
discussion with Dayton Moore, the Kansas City General Manager, who was a huge supporter of the
Club during his time in Atlanta. This trip was a huge success despite an early May date. Much
needed help from Bob Messner and Phil Youngberg ensured success in Kansas City.
1. Hall of Fame Induction in 2014 It doesn’t get any better than to see Bobby Cox, Tom
Glavine and Greg Maddux go into the Baseball Hall of Fame in person. But the best part was I
had very little planning to do. Sports Travel and Tours put on a tremendous weekend for the over
50 of us who attended. All the Club did was arrange for air transportation between Atlanta and
Albany and coordinate the payments. Here’s the official group photo.

And then there are the challenges. Again, my top five:
5. Nature’s Cruel Hand The propensity of nature to create problems from rain in Pittsburgh to
heat in Phoenix and too much sun in general. We do try to make sure now that unless there is a
very good reason, we do not have seats in the sun.
4. Seats in Boston We were just lucky to get 40 tickets to the games through the support of the
Braves. One game we sat right behind home plate. That made up for the other two games which
were in the most uncomfortable seats located literally in the rafters of Fenway Park.
3. The Monkey Wrench Last minute cancellations for unavoidable medical reasons create some
challenges to obtain airline refunds and adjust room counts along with trying to sell game tickets.
2. Did You Forget Something? The couple that forgot to bring their game tickets. Now there is an
advance list of seat assignments included in the travel paperwork.
1. Where are They? The couple that was not on the bus from the Sunday game to the airport. A
wild panic of phone calls and we discovered that they decided to leave the game early and cab it.
But after this year I may have to revise the list. Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would have
to cancel an entire trip. For our good fortune we were able to have a clear enough indication of the
future that we canceled the air travel reservation with United Airlines just before our contractual
commit date and received a full refund. Both Hilton Hotels and the Colorado Rockies have been
very good to work with. Thus our traveling group of over 30 members has gotten a full refund of
their deposits along with a trip shirt so they can remember the trip that wasn’t. If only MLB will
cooperate and use the 2020 schedule for 2021, we might have a trip ready for next year.

The Tomahawk Times

June 2020

Page 4

In past years we’ve provided an update to our annual Metro Atlanta High
School All-Star Ceremony by listing those All-Stars who were selected in the
MLB First-Year Player Draft. Things were different this year. The spread of
the coronavirus caused the suspension of high school baseball in mid-March
and the official cancellation of the remainder of the season for all spring sports
by the Georgia High School Association in early April.
What would have been the Fan Club’s 49th Annual High School All-Star
Ceremony scheduled for May 22 at Truist Park had to be canceled. Meanwhile MLB announced
that the 2020 Draft would be limited to 5 rounds instead of 40 rounds as in recent years.
The MLB Draft was held on June 11-12. There were 160 players selected in the five rounds. One
player from the Metro Atlanta Area was drafted. Congratulations to Jordan Walker from Decatur
High School, who went to the St. Louis Cardinals in the 1st Round (21st pick overall). Jordan was
one of the Fan Club’s High School All-Stars in 2019 as a junior and would have been a favorite to win
the Player of the Year Award had the 2020 HSAS Ceremony been held.

One quick update concerning C.J. Abrams, 2019 High School Player of
the Year from Blessed Trinity (pictured at left). C.J. was unable to
attend last year’s HSAS Ceremony and the 2020 Gameboree. In 2019 he
was drafted in the 1st Round (6th pick overall) by the San Diego Padres.
Recently C.J. shared a photo holding his POY Award from the 400 Fan
Club. Best wishes to C.J. as he moves up the baseball ladder.

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
www.atl400.org

Mailing Address:

Fan Club Hotline:

P.O. Box 7689
Atlanta, GA 30357-0689

770-416-4539

Thanks to everyone who has paid their 2020 Club membership dues!
If you haven’t renewed yet, dues are only $30 (primary) & $15 (associate).
Click here to renew online or mail your check to:
Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club, P.O. Box 7689, Atlanta, GA 30357-0689
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By Wayne Coleman
The careers of Bob Watson and Jimmy Wynn had many parallels. Both spent the first 13 years of
their Major League careers with Houston and were teammates for eight of those years, and both later
played for the New York Yankees and the Atlanta Braves though never at the same time. Both were
right-handed power-hitting outfielders though Watson played first base later in his career. Both were
genuinely fine gentlemen who loved baseball and both recently passed away, Wynn on March 26 at
age 78 and Watson on May 14 at 74.
Bob Watson will be remembered for many things including scoring
MLB's one-millionth run in 1974 and becoming the first black General
Manager to win a World Series. He did it with the Yankees in 1996 (a
series that is still a sore spot for Braves fans).
A career .295 slugger, most fans remember Watson as an Astro from
1966-1979, but in 1979 he was traded to the Red Sox for pitcher Pete
Ladd, the 400 Fan Club's 1974 High School Player of the Year.
The Braves got Watson from the Yankees in an April 1982 trade for
Scott Patterson who later became an actor on The Gilmore Girls.
Watson was not only a player for the Braves but also served unofficially
as an assistant hitting coach.
In the years 1982-83 the Braves had developed a great rivalry with the
Dodgers. Both teams were in the NL West, and the Braves finished first
just one game ahead of the Dodgers in ’82 and second to them in ’83.
I have very vivid memories of Watson as a Brave topped by one of the
most exciting in-season games I’ve ever witnessed.
On August 13, 1983 the first place Braves hosted the second place Dodgers on a very hot Saturday
afternoon showdown that featured six home runs including two by the Dodgers’ Pedro Guerrero. The
Braves were down by one run, 8-7, entering the bottom of the 9th, and almost all 48,566 fans had
remained. The game was so dramatic I still have the box score.
Rafael Ramirez led off the bottom of the 9th by singling off lefty phenom Steve Howe, the 1980
Rookie of the Year and a 1982 All-Star. Second hitter of the inning Watson immediately crushed a
walk-off line drive rifle shot to deep left center that had a Bob Horner hang time of two seconds from
bat-to-bleachers. The crack of Watson’s bat hitting the ball was the loudest home run I’ve ever heard,
and the crowd cheered the game-ending shot for what seemed like five minutes.
Bob attended the 2002 Gameboree at the former Hilton Hotel off Windy Hill Road, and we spoke at
the silent auction. I reminded him of that 1983 walk-off and remarked about his huge 1996 New York
Yankees World Series ring.
Bob got a big smile, held out both hands knuckles up and said, "Yes, George (Steinbrenner) has one
of these (the WS ring), but I have something George will never have." On the other hand he had an
Olympic gold medal ring from serving as a coach for Team USA in the 2000 Olympics. Coaches don’t
receive Olympic medals, only the athletes do, and the U.S. Olympic Committee presented the coaches
with gold rings. He was very proud not only of the ring but for one-upping George.
Jimmy Wynn was short in stature but huge at the plate. As a boy his father had encouraged him to
swing like his idol, Hank Aaron. Only five-foot nine, Jimmy was nicknamed The Toy Cannon and
totaled 291 home runs in his 15-year Major League career. In 1976, his one full season with the
Braves, he patrolled left and center and hit 17 home runs with 66 RBI.
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Jimmy coached my team at Braves Fantasy Camp in 1992, and we
immediately hit it off with good-natured needling throughout the week.
He sat behind the screen for one game when I was catching a very wild
hard-throwing pitcher who apparently had trouble discerning the number
of fingers I was putting down. As I retrieved a pitch that had gone all the
way to the screen Jimmy said, “When you’re through boxing those balls
I’ll take a dozen.” I responded with what I thought was a subtle gesture
(not the Hawaiian peace sign), and Jimmy had me fined in Kangaroo
Court the following morning.
A year later I served on the Major League Players Alumni Association
charity golf tournament committee with co-chairs Darrel Chaney and
Craig Skok. Jimmy came for the two-day event, and he and I picked up
right where we had left off.
Two great men, two great players. R.I.P. Jimmy and Bob.

By Alan Morris
No Braves fan will ever forget Skip Carey’s call when the
Braves finally won that elusive championship in 1995. If
you want to relive that championship season and read about
the team that won it all, you need to read a new book
published by SABR (Society for American Baseball
Research). The book is nearly 500 pages so it can double as
a door stop or your most prized reminder of the magic we
felt during the 1995 season.
Fan Club members Tom Hufford, Mil Fisher and yours truly
contributed to the book that is now available through the
SABR website (www.sabr.org) or Amazon. The cost is $35
(half-price for SABR members) but worth every penny. The
book includes stories about ten memorable games headlined
by Game 6 of the 1995 World Series. It also has
biographies of the 40 players who took the field for the
Braves that season and a behind the scenes look at many of
the front-office personnel that helped the team achieve the
ultimate MLB prize. The beloved Braves broadcasters are
also included as well as a sentimental look back at the old
“Launching Pad,” Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium.
A dedicated group of over 50 SABR members spent almost two years researching and editing these
stories. John Schuerholz provides the foreword for the book and tells a great story about his
celebratory lunch with Skip Carey following the Braves WS victory. Our own Tom Hufford provides
the introduction to the book and tells how it came to be.
My favorite story is about Marquis Grissom who squeezed his glove with the final out that brought a
championship to Atlanta. He was the only native Atlantan on the team and he grew up just a few
miles from Atlanta-Fulton County stadium with seven brothers and seven sisters. He talks about
learning very early in life to be a team player, a trait instilled in him by his remarkable parents. Be
sure to get this book and turn to page 87 to hear the rest of the story.
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OK, we’ve all experienced that lost feeling during the coronavirus pandemic. There’s only so much
staying at home, social distancing, and watching or reading news reports on the progress of the virus
that a person can reasonably be expected to handle. Combine that with trying to fill all your newly
acquired spare time by bingeing on championship and other “greatest” games from MLB’s limitless
archives, revisiting your favorite (and not-so-favorite) baseball movies, and constantly checking social
media on your phone whether you really need to or not. One can get a little crazy with that routine
week in and week out. We want to “see” loved ones, friends and, yes, pals from the 400 Fan Club.
It’s time for some virtual face time!
For the purposes of Fan Club board meetings Zoom seemed to work best. Zoom is relatively easy to
use, there’s not much to do in the way of setup, and connection to the meeting is accomplished via a
straightforward link in an email sent to participants by the meeting host. In other words, a few clicks
and you’re ready to roll. How do we look?

We had a few technical difficulties on our first test of Zoom in April. Not everybody got on. We vowed to do better.

The Membership Committee met on May 20th. Eddie Cook was there in name and voice.
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Of course, the Fan Club wasn’t the only group into videoconferencing. Many of us enjoyed various
offerings from the Braves, who worked hard to keep fans in touch virtually with the players while we
all waited for baseball to resume. Here’s a screenshot from one of our favorite sessions.

1995 Atlanta Braves Virtual Clubhouse: WS Game 6 Watch Party on May 2. Those guys had a blast!

By Dave Badertscher
Going into Spring Training 2020 the 400 Fan Club Board had developed a
strong activities calendar for the upcoming season. We looked forward to a goodtime mix of our customary events along with some new venues and possibilities:
a Club trip to North Port for the inaugural year at CoolToday Park, upgraded
socials at Truist’s Hank Aaron Terrace, and more. Then the coronavirus
arrived and baseball, along with so much else in our daily lives, was put on hold
indefinitely. We all knew as die-hard Braves fans that we would sorely miss the
games and cheering our guys to go even deeper into the Playoffs in 2020, if not
all the way to the World Series, while understanding that the health and safety
of everyone must come first. Beyond the ballgames themselves, though, something was missing that
makes the baseball experience special for us.
These last few months we’ve not only missed seeing our Braves play at Truist Park, but for folks
who are season ticket holders or frequently attend home games, we’ve been without our pre-game
rituals—getting to the games early, checking out what’s happening at The Battery, looking forward
to special on-field events, eating ballpark food, getting a beer(s), greeting our favorite gameday staff,
filling out our scorebook, and bumping into Fan Club members or attending one of our pre-game
monthly socials. It’s easy to take ordinary personal interaction for granted, but once you’ve been
without it for a while, you realize how much you miss it. I know I do. Here’s hoping we soon hear
the call to “Play ball!”, while looking forward to the time when fans can return safely to the ballpark
where they belong, as well as enjoy all the essentials of going to a Braves game that come with it.

