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By Dave Badertscher
After a three-week Summer Camp that saw several players test positive
for COVID-19, including Freddie Freeman, injuries to Cole Hamels and
Cristian Pache, and season opt outs by Nick Markakis and Felix
Hernandez, the Braves traveled to Citi Field for their 2020 Opener
against NL East rivals, the New York Mets, on Friday, July 24. It would
be their first of 60 scheduled games (40 of them against divisional
opponents) to be played over 66 days. The players and coaches came ready to play in stadiums
without fans, practice social distancing and staying safe from the virus, adjust to new MLB rules
changes, and deal with a shortened season in which every game counts. How will the 2020 season
turn out? MLB, like all the rest of us, is in unknown territory.
The Braves played the Mets tough in their 1-0 loss.
Mike Soroka (at right) went head to head with
Jacob deGrom and dealt six shutout innings.
Ender roamed center field making run-saving
catches once again and Freddie was in the lineup.
We were held to just three hits, leaving it to Mets DH
Yoenis Cespedes to smack the game-winning
homer off Chris Martin in the 7th. Cespedes
became the first DH in MLB history to homer in a
regular season game between two NL teams.
Both teams battled hard and the players went at
their tasks like true professionals. For fans who
watched the Opener on TV or their computer or
listened to the radio broadcast, it was quite a
different experience. Game on! 1 down, 59 to go!

Freddie Freeman faces Jacob deGrom

Manager Brian Snitker
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Fans had to observe our own brand of social distancing for the game. We were definitely at Citi Field
in spirit. Here are a few photos to remind us what the Braves 2020 Opening Day looked and felt like.
Who do you think had the best seat in the house?

In any other year many of us would have attended the Opening Night festivities at Truist Park in
person. Our 2020 Home Opener should have taken place on Friday night, April 3, against the
Marlins in front of a sellout crowd of championship-hungry Braves fans. Instead the game was held
on Wednesday, July 29, against Tampa Bay without fans in the stands due to the pandemic.
Things were in a state of flux leading up to the game. In short order Mike Foltynewicz was DFA’ed,
the Marlins were shut down after an outbreak of COVID-19 in their locker room, and Nick Markakis
decided to opt back into the season. The Braves had just dropped two tough away games to the
Rays before heading to Atlanta. It was definitely time for some “home cooking” on several fronts.
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Opening Night at a Braves game is always quite a show. This year it
happened during a time of empty MLB stadiums, cardboard cutouts,
social distancing, masks, and piped-in crowd noise. Without the
benefit of cheering fans in the stands, Truist’s friendly gameday staff,
and the on-field, pre-game guests who all normally combine to kick off
the season with a bang. Fox Sports South did its best to bridge the
gap on its telecast. Special pre-game features included the timely
video “We’re Still Here” highlighting the culture of the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians and their evolving relationship with the Atlanta
Braves organization. Moving tributes were paid to John Lewis, Rev. C.T. Vivian, and former
Braves owner Bill Bartholomay. During the game broadcasters Chip Caray and Tom Glavine
shared a warm, memory-filled conversation with Braves legend Hank Aaron.

Mike Soroka took the mound for his second start of the season. He pitched five quality innings
before giving way to reliever Darren O’Day in the sixth. Freddie Freeman more than made up for
a four strikeout outing the day before, going 4 for 5 and homering off Ray’s starter Charlie Morton.
Dansby Swanson and Marcel Ozuna continued to brandish hot bats, collecting four hits between
them. Travis d’Arnaud made his first regular season appearance as a Brave. The backend of the
bullpen (Minter, Martin, and Melancon) shut the Rays down the rest of the way. Braves win, 7-4!

It was heartening to see that the players on both teams and the Braves organization were trying hard
to make the 2020 baseball season succeed and seemingly holding their own during these crazy,
COVID times. Fans are aiming to do the same. Everyone needs to stay safe, while grinding through
the abbreviated season one day at a time. If all goes well, the Playoffs and potentially the World
Series are at stake. Only time will tell how it all goes down, as baseball and our country navigate
this unprecedented landscape.
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Sunday afternoon, August 9, was a great day to visit The Battery and catch part of the Braves
“away” doubleheader with the Phillies at the Georgia Power Pavilion. Small, but enthusiastic
gatherings of fans and their families brought lawn chairs to the green leaving enough room to social
distance, while trying to make the most of shaded areas. We had plenty to cheer about. Most of the
adjacent restaurants were open with a mix of indoor and outdoor seating. The walkways weren’t
crowded, making it a fine afternoon for strolling and reconnecting with The Battery.
This was the Braves first time to play a doubleheader using 2020’s new 7 inning games format.
Ronald Acuña clouted three home runs on the day, Freddie Freeman had six hits, and Max Fried
raised his record to 3-0 with five more shutout innings. The Braves cruised to 5-2 and 8-0 victories.
Do Braves fans like the new doubleheader arrangement? No complaints whatsoever today.

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Jack Gilson, Fayetteville, GA

Tom Mroczko, Cartersville, GA

Thanks to everyone who has paid their 2020 Club membership dues!
If you haven’t renewed yet, dues are only $30 (primary) & $15 (associate).
Click here to renew online or mail your check to:
Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club, P.O. Box 7689, Atlanta, GA 30357-0689
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
It is competitive baseball in August, and what in the past has been referred to as
the “dog days of summer,” has been replaced with intense game competition.
Every game matters in this shortened 2020 season and we are watching teams
adapt. GM’s around the league are dealing with roster decisions, some mandated
by players opting out, others with a noticeable increase in injuries, COVID-19,
and its resultant game scheduling. And if that does bring out the Tums,
managers and coaching staffs have to quickly adjust on the field to front office
moves and strategically manage to the new rules this season.
To this observer, no one has done better than the Braves. Facing a tough 20 games in 20 days
starting schedule, the Braves sit in first place at this writing, well, maybe. Winning percentage and/or
win/loss record may apply to post-season team selection. The Marlins may have a half-game lead,
not likely to last more than a nanosecond. We saw the Phillies bullpen (awful), the Mets losing a
core of starters, but unlike the Braves, they are not stacked or getting production from their bullpen,
and the Nationals reliance on their three starters is, well, shaky. The Braves are in a good spot,
although I know the concerns you all have after losing Mike & Mike. Cole Hamels can help and,
optimistically, is coming back soon. We have avoided doubleheaders, although I am beginning to like
them from a team strength.
Take a look inside this issue of our newsletter. I cannot wait to begin what we hope will become a
series of virtual activities that Fan Club members will enjoy. While many of you are season ticket
holders, we also have others who do not miss a game on TV or over their radios. We believe we will
be able to share with you some similar experiences that season ticket holders enjoy. You are a prime
market group for season tickets in the future.

The Board has lots of important things to discuss at our monthly meetings. Like trying to plan safe
Fan Club activities with COVID-19 hanging around, like ways to save/spend money, and much more.
We do enjoy seeing each other even if it’s only virtually. And we manage to have some fun, too.

July meeting: Someone showed off his 2020 Denver trip shirt to the group
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August meeting: Mary Lou makes her point

On Saturday, July 11, and Sunday, July 12, sports fans answered
the call from Atlanta’s professional teams to come together for the
One Team ATL Virtual 5K benefiting the National Center for
Civil and Human Rights in Atlanta. The Atlanta Braves, Atlanta
Dream, Atlanta Falcons, Atlanta Hawks and Atlanta United
partnered with the Atlanta Track Club on this sellout event.
So what did the One Team ATL Virtual 5K (3.1 miles) look like?
Well, imagine baseball being played in a stadium without fans. It’s
not that hard to do in these unusual times.
Now picture over 3,100 energized runners and walkers of all ages
taking to the streets and trails of Metro Atlanta and across the
region, while maintaining social distancing. No cheering crowds or
bands playing along their varied routes, just a bunch of caring
people uniting for a worthy cause. Over $50,000 was raised to
support social justice education. Well done, ATL! Nice to team up for this “coming together” event.

Click here to view Atlanta Track Club’s spirited video (3 min.) of the One Team ATL Virtual 5K!

The Tomahawk Times

August 2020

Page 7

The Braves are offering A-List members a unique way to cheer the team to victory as virtual fans
at Braves home games. Fans sign up for a date and time to be part of a Zoom video call that is
streamed onto the Delta Scoreboard in left field during the game. Players can see their reactions
(hopefully cheers!) in real time. Several Fan Club members participated in these lively Zoom groups.

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club will host author Anne Keene for a Zoom virtual presentation
and discussion of her book The Cloudbuster Nine on Thursday, October 29, 2020 at 7 p.m. Ms.
Keene kindly provided us with the following write-up.
The Cloudbuster Nine: The Untold Story of Ted Williams and the
Baseball Team That Helped Win WWII, tells the little-known story of an
era when Ted Williams and Johnny Pesky of the Boston Red Sox and former
Boston Braves including, Johnny Sain, Ed Moriarty, “Buddy” Gremp, “Buddy”
Hassett and “Ace” Williams paused their careers to fight for their country
during WWII. Aiming to become fighter pilots in the Pacific, Keene shadows
cadets and coaches at an elite Navy Pre-Flight School in Chapel Hill, NC,
where sports and baseball were used to toughen trainees for combat. The
University of Georgia also housed a Pre-Flight School, where “Bear” Bryant
served as the “Skycracker” football coach. Bryant joins a roster of famous
Pre-Flight alums including Notre Dame’s “Four Horsemen” Jim Crowley,
astronaut John Glenn and presidents Gerald Ford and George H.W. Bush,
along with Babe Ruth and entertainers Ed McMahon and Bob Hope who
make cameo appearances in the book.
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A native of Hickory, North Carolina, and a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill,
Keene (pictured at left) is the daughter of the Cloudbuster Nine batboy
who grew up to become a minor league player, pitching against Braves
legends such as Hank Aaron in Spring Training. When her father died in
2014, a trunk with scrapbooks, trading cards, autographed baseballs and
comic books transported her to 1943, when a slew of MLB players shipped
into Chapel Hill.
Because Pre-Flight bases were heavily guarded to protect the privacy of
star athletes, the story of the Cloudbuster ballclub was never fully told until
now. In her talk she’ll share rare images of Braves favorites like 25-yearold Johnny Sain, when he tackled boxing, track, survival training, hard labor and aeronautical
engineering to qualify for the next level of flight training. She’ll also showcase the ballplayers as they
travel on tin-can buses, dazzling fans when they faced Factory Teams from textile mills, colleges like
NC State and Duke, and powerhouse military teams from Norfolk Naval Station and Camp Lejeune.
The highlight of the book builds up to an American Red Cross War Relief game at Yankee Stadium
where the Cloudbuster Nine face a major-league team of Indians-Yankees managed by Babe Ruth.
Anne’s work has appeared in publications such as the New York Times and the Atlanta JournalConstitution. She has worked with the National WWII Museum in New Orleans and HISTORY to tell
this story, recently appearing in the FOX Nation documentary, (view here: Baseball at the White
House), about the 50th anniversary of Ted Williams’ and Joe DiMaggio’s record-breaking 1941
season.
In an era when the country is strained by quarantine, economic hardship and civil unrest, Atlanta 400
Fan Club members will appreciate the duty-oriented, All-American spirit of ball players who proudly
fought for their country to help win the war. Available in paperback, The Cloudbuster Nine was a
finalist for the Casey Award for “Best Baseball Book of 2018” and was recommended by Newsday as a
Top 12 read for baseball season. Because this classic is a clean read, hinging on wholesome WWII
values, the Cloudbuster Nine is a best-seller on Amazon, maintaining a top rank for teens and young
adults. For details on Anne and her work visit www.annerkeene. com. To buy the book:
www.thecloudbusternine.com.
We hope you will be able to attend this virtual discussion on October 29. Details on how to register
and connect to this event will be sent out in the coming weeks. We encourage you to buy and read
The Cloudbuster Nine to better participate in the discussion and enjoy this special event. The book
has recently been released in paperback in a revised edition. It is also available as a recording
narrated by the author herself from audible.com.

Our editor, David Badertscher, insists on only two things in pulling together an
edition of The Tomahawk Times: quality and contributors meeting “run the
presses” deadlines. He has over several years been rewarded (in fact, his only
public reward) by receiving compliments from many members of our readership,
including high-level Front Office executives.
Thank you, Dave, for your continuing contributions as the Club’s Vice President,
Communications Chair, and Tomahawk Times Editor.

