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By Dave Badertscher

The 400 Fan Club was able to keep its consecutive Gameboree streak alive by hosting the 55th
annual gala as a free virtual event on Zoom on Wednesday evening, January 20. This year’s theme
was appropriately “2020: A Season Like No Other.” Due to COVID considerations our traditional
cocktail reception, silent auction, raffle, and dinner were not offered. Food and beverages were on
you own at home. Approximately 80 attendees and special guests participated in the session. After
this enthusiastic, 90-minute celebration of Braves baseball, we could definitely lay claim to hosting
the best virtual Eddie Glennon Gameboree ever.
Emcee Wayne Coleman opened the Gameboree by introducing the
evening’s producer, Harlow Lisak, and Fan Club President Howard
Evans. Howard welcomed the attendees and talked about the work of the
Club’s Board of Directors, much of which had to be done virtually in 2020.
The Board is planning activities for 2021, which will include more monthly
Zoom meetings, pre-game socials at Truist Park, a Major League trip to
Denver during Labor Day Weekend and, pandemic permitting, minor
league trips to Gwinnett and Rome and hopefully to the Braves new
affiliate, the Augusta Green Jackets. For more details on the Club’s
activities and the evening’s agenda, Howard referred folks to the Deluxe
Gameboree Souvenir Program, which can be accessed by clicking here.
Before starting the program, Wayne began with remembrances for the loss of two of the Fan Club’s
biggest supporters—Bill Bartholomay on March 25, Phil Niekro on December 26—as well as Braves
trainer Dave Pursley on October 21 and announcer Don Sutton, who passed away the day before
the Gameboree. This segment featured a memorable collection of slides from their careers.
International recording artist and lifelong Braves fan, Gwen Hughes, performed “Amazing Grace.”
Wayne concluded by saying, “Thanks to these outstanding gentlemen who will never be forgotten.”
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2020 was, in fact, a season like no other. As Wayne pointed out, the season was only 60 games and
was played without fans in the stands. The designated hitter came to the National League and other
rules changes were instituted. Who better to give an insider’s view on this strange season than our
special guests Braves announcer Chip Caray and esteemed baseball writer and music lover, David
O’Brien, formerly with the AJC and now with The Athletic.

“2020 from a journalism perspective was really a weird year,” Chip said. “Ninety percent of the job is
personal interaction and relationships with the players, coaches, and management. Because of the
pandemic and all the restrictions that were placed on us, we basically watched the games like you all
did—from banks of TV monitors. We were disconnected from the team.” David echoed those
comments by explaining that as a writer, he couldn’t hang out with the players and coaches before
the games to get the inside stuff. “We were at the mercy of the team to bring players out for Zoom
interviews before and after the games. For 60 games it was doable, but I would not want to do it for
162 games. We just couldn’t do as good a story as normally.”
Chip said the biggest question he got was about broadcasting games on the road. They did those
games from Truist Park using 9 or 10 monitors with feeds from the home team. It was tough
relying on another team’s producer for the view of the game, but the broadcast team adapted. He
hopes for some semblance of normalcy in 2021 once the season gets started, but unfortunately not in
Spring Training. David talked about changes in his daily work schedule—some positive—like no 5 AM
wake-up calls for airplane flights and having no reason to get to the ballpark early without clubhouse
access. His goal was to get there by the National Anthem instead of 3 1/2 to 4 hours before the first
pitch. Four-hour days instead of ten-hour days at the ballpark worked for him!
Chip and David reflected on the upcoming season. Both are optimistic about the Braves outlook for
2021, but bemoaned the fact that MLB has yet to make a decision on the use of the designated hitter
in the NL. David likes this team over last year’s, but said the loss of Ozuna would leave a big hole in
the lineup. He was a great fit for the team last year in every way. David thinks that the NL will end
up having the DH in 2021, but will that decision be made in time to sign Ozuna? As far as starting
pitching goes, the Braves have more depth this year, but David and Chip are concerned that our
starters will have problems with the increased workload going from a 60-game season to 162 games
and potentially 30-32 starts. Soroka should be ready early in the season, but the Braves will really
need the depth provided by seven starting pitchers.
David predicted that the NL East will be a lot tougher in 2021. The Mets are the team to watch under
new billionaire owner Steve Cohen. They have money to spend where other teams don’t. The Mets
have Lindor, a healthy Snydergaard, deGrom, and could sign others. If the Nationals aging
starting rotation stays healthy, they could be great. The Phillies and the Marlins look to improve.
Chip praised the work of the Sports South crew and thanked fans for their loyalty. It was either
adapt or die. Chip and David talked briefly about the 2020 rules changes. David originally hated the
DH, but liked it once he got used to it. Ditto with the runner at 2 nd base in the 10th inning and 7inning doubleheaders. Baseball must look for ways to make the game more exciting.
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Phil Niekro College Baseball Scholarships
Each year the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club presents $3,000 in scholarships in the name of Phil
Niekro to Georgia colleges for use in their baseball programs. Wayne announced that “the officers
and board of directors of the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club have approved a name change for this
scholarship. It will now and forever be known as the Phil Niekro Memorial Scholarship. We will
continue to make presentations to Georgia colleges annually in Phil’s name to honor his memory in
this small way.” 2021 recipients are Gordon State College and the University of West Georgia.

Coach Ken Rollins, Gordon State College

Coach Jeff Smith, University of West Georgia

400 Fan Club Major League Awards
The 400 Fan Club’s three 2020 award winners were Freddie
Freeman (Braves Player of the Year), Max Fried (Braves
Pitcher of the Year), and Ian Anderson (Braves Rookie of
the Year). They were unable to be with us.
Presenting the awards and highlights for each player were
Chip Caray, David O’Brien, and Wayne Coleman. Chip
began with Player of the Year Freddie Freeman. The Fan
Club will see that each player receives his award.
Congratulations on your outstanding seasons in 2020!
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The Seventh Inning Stretch
Before hearing a spirited rendition of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” sung by Gwen Hughes,
Wayne reminded folks to renew their membership in the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club for 2021.
In addition to the benefits listed on the slide below, Wayne announced a HUGE bonus for all new or
renewing Fan Club members. Primary members will receive the Phil Niekro limited edition
autographed print described below at right. Renew your membership at www.atl400.org and you’ll
soon receive your membership packet with the limited edition signed Niekro print. Act now!

Luke Appling Nostalgia Awards
As Wayne very aptly expressed it, “The dictionary defines nostalgia as ‘a wistful yearning for, or
evoking memories of, some past period.’ Baseball builds on a tradition of memories, and certainly no
other sport is as nostalgic as baseball.”
We had two Appling Nostalgia Award recipients this year, because last year’s honoree, Gary
Matthews, was unable to attend the Gameboree. “The Sarge,” a fan favorite, was unfortunately
unable to make it this year, too, but we wish him well.
Our 2021 Appling Award recipient was Mark Wohlers (below right). Mark is best known in
Braves lore for closing out Game 6 of the 1995 World Series. In accepting his award, Mark shared
his memories of Bill Bartholomay, Don Sutton, and Phil Niekro. He said that he very much
enjoyed Chip and David’s insider scoop on the 2020 season. He congratulated the coaches of our
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Niekro Scholarship Award winning teams, Coach Rollins and Coach Smith, and offered them the
services of his 6’7” son, who throws in the mid-80s. Mark said he was honored and humbled to be on
the list of Appling Nostalgia Award winners and that he had so many great memories of the 90s
and his teammates that will last forever.

2021 Ivan Allen, Jr., “Mr. Baseball” Award
Wayne Coleman, Gameboree Chair and the 2014 “Mr. Baseball,” presented the final award of the
night. The “Mr. Baseball” Award is given annually to the “person who has contributed significantly
to the promotion of baseball in the Atlanta area.”
The 2021 “Mr. Baseball” recipient is a man who kept baseball alive for Atlanta fans in 2020, Chip
Carey. He is part of the first father-son “Mr. Baseball” honorees with Skip Caray receiving the honor
in 2005.
“I am completely stunned and shocked, humbled beyond belief,” Chip responded upon hearing
Wayne’s announcement. “Whatever success I have is because of our great crew and you, the fans.
I’m not worthy of this award. I’m just the guy who says, “Ball Two.” I’m grateful for your support
and for allowing me to do it my way. As you said, we have a great family lineage that I try to uphold
every day. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

Lots of attendees took us up on the invitation to stay logged on
for a post-Gameboree chat session. We were very pleased
that Chip hung out with the group. Stories were swapped, old
friends reconnected from a distance, Chip shared more thoughts
on entertaining from the broadcast booth, and folks commented
on their enjoyment of the Gameboree. We chatted for more than
half an hour. It sure was great “seeing” each other.
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
The Eddie Glennon Gameboree, our traditional start of the season event,
nailed it. Wayne Coleman, who for the (I ran out of fingers and toes)
consecutive year as Program Chair, had overall responsibility for making the
event a successful fan experience. And was it ever. From the seed of
impossibility to the great evening it turned into, much credit belongs to Wayne.
This edition of The Tomahawk Times takes you through the event in more
detail, while our special thanks go out also to Chip Caray and David O’Brien
for their participation in the program.
In a short time we lost Henry Aaron, Phil Niekro, and Don Sutton and were saddened by their
passing. Baseball enshrines their professional careers in the Hall of Fame. Our Club members and
supporters memorialize the persons they were in bygone memories of their personal interactions with
these gentlemen. There are many personal stories, some of which we think you will enjoy in this
issue. The Board of Directors approved donations in their remembrance to the charities designated
by their families.
The only thing I want to say about COVID-19 is that improving conditions warrant optimism for the
upcoming season. Within days, Spring Training is going to open. Fan attendance is being assumed
within existing protocols. While it is still too early to put hard dates down for many of our activities, I
can say with confidence that we will engage in Club social activities this season as conditions improve,
vaccines become more accessible, and trends continue in the right direction.
Following the Gameboree, membership renewals started coming in fast and furious. Membership
packages are being prepared and delivered. All new and renewing primary members are receiving a
collector’s item suitable for framing, personally signed by Phil Niekro and the artist. If you have not
renewed, it is now time.
GO BRAVES, and more than any other time, we hope to see you at the ballpark soon.

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Melanie Heberle, Mableton, GA
Jonathan King, Marietta, GA
Susan Shehi, Gadsden, AL

Thanks to everyone who has paid their 2021 Club membership dues!
If you haven’t renewed yet, dues are only $30 (primary) & $15 (associate).
All primary members will receive a signed Phil Niekro print
Click here to renew online or mail your check to:
Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club, P.O. Box 7689, Atlanta, GA 30357-0689
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The 400 Fan Club's next exciting Zoom program on Tuesday, February 23 will show many photos
from and preview two new books celebrating Braves history! Program presenter Sam Wallace is a
Braves historian and archivist whose responsibilities include Ballpark Tours, Heritage and Hall of
Fame.
The first book, available now in the Braves Clubhouse Store, is a photo book tracing the team’s 150
year history through high quality photos. It features a forward and introduction by Braves CEO Terry
McGuirk and Hank Aaron as well as pages devoted to historical uniforms, artifacts, and Braves Hall of
Famers. It is divided into three sections covering the Boston, Milwaukee, and Atlanta eras.
The 2021 season marks the Braves 150th Anniversary (1871-2021). The second book, coming this
spring, is a historical narrative presenting the story of our team in two sections. The first looks at the
Braves' 15 decades featuring the best, the worst, and the most interesting moments and characters
for each decade. The second section is a ranking of the best players in Braves history at each
position.
This is a free program for 400 Fan Club members. Although it's a complimentary membership
benefit, you must register in advance to receive the Zoom link via email. Click here to register online
on our website. For questions please leave a message on the 400 Fan Club Hotline (770) 416-4539.

By Wayne Coleman
All Braves fans and baseball fans were saddened by the passing of Phil
Niekro, 81, on December 26, the day after Christmas. Many of us had last
seen and spoken with Phil at his annual charity tournament on October 22 at
Chateau Elan in Braselton that raised money for the Edmondson Telford Child
Advocacy Center in Gainesville, Georgia. Phil introduced all of the celebrities
at both courses that morning, and then rode both courses in a cart to
personally greet all of the participants.
Ever since Phil arrived in Atlanta in 1966, the team’s first season in Atlanta,
he was a devoted friend of the 400 Fan Club. Phil was a guest at the very
first Gameboree in 1967 and made it an annual event attending 50 of 53
Gameborees through 2019.
Phil and wife Nancy were big boosters of the 400 Fan Club, and Club members actively supported Phil
and his charities. A true humanitarian, Phil raised countless millions for Atlanta area charities over
the years, and he allowed the 400 Fan Club to present annual baseball scholarship awards in his
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name. Phil actively took part in the presentations to college baseball coaches, many of whom said
they would cherish meeting Phil Niekro forever.
At last month’s virtual Gameboree it was announced that the 400 Fan Club’s board of directors voted
to rename the annual college scholarships The Phil Niekro Memorial Scholarships in perpetuity.
Ted Turner had commissioned a statue for Phil that was placed and dedicated outside Atlanta-Fulton
County Stadium in 1986. However, the statue had no identifying plaque because Phil was still active
and adding to his records at the time. A plaque would have to wait until his retirement.
The 400 Fan Club received permission from the Braves to design and fund a plaque for Phil’s statue.
The Club raised funds by creating 1,000 limited edition numbered prints of the statue signed by Phil
and the artist.
At his plaque unveiling ceremony, Phil said that when walking by his plaqueless statue he would hear
kids ask their dads, “Who’s that?” and dads would reply, “I don’t know.” Phil said, “I felt like the
unknown ballplayer!”
Phil’s ever present sense of humor endeared him to everyone who knew him. At a Major League
Baseball Players Alumni Association charity auction Phil acted as a celebrity auctioneer. The bidding
on an item hit $300, and I said I was done. Phil walked over, sat in a chair facing me and in a loud
stage whisper said, “I know this guy. He’s not going any higher. If you raise your bid by $25, I think
you’ll get it!” With all eyes in the room on me, I raised my bid. Phil immediately walked over to the
other guy, sat in a chair in front of him and said, “I know this guy. He’s not going any higher. If you
raise your bid by $25, I think you’ll get it!” The other guy upped his bid, and Phil immediately came
back to me and said, “I know this guy. He’s not going any higher. If you raise your bid by $25…!”
I don’t even remember what it was that I bought, but Phil had entertained a room full of people while
getting extra money for the charity!
Phil is survived by his wife Nancy of 54 years, his three sons Philip, John and Michael, his sister
Phyllis, and grandchildren. His brother Joe passed from a brain aneurysm in 2006.
Fan Club volunteers created the copy on Phil’s statue’s plaque, but before final approval Phil added
two lines that were very important to him:
Phil and brother Joe, the winningest brothers in Major League history, won a
combined record total 539 M.L. games.
“There’s no better Braves fan anywhere than I.”
--Phil Niekro
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By Damion Carpenter
How do you admire someone you feel is so close, but yet so far
away? Easy, I told myself as a youngster rambling through
Hank Aaron’s statistics in amazement: 3,771 hits, 2,297 RBIs,
755 dingers. Were these really, real numbers or artificial video
game numbers?
I grew up rooting for the Braves in Columbus, GA, in the 90’s.
As my youth turned into adulthood, I would often think to
myself, now that I was living in Atlanta, “Man, what would it be
like to say “hello” to the Hammer, or wave to Hank, or better
yet be spoken to by Mr. Aaron—The Man, The Myth, The Legend
himself--now that I was in his neck of the woods. Impossible, right? After all, this is the man who
held the sacred home run record for thirty-three years. Well, maybe, maybe not.
Being fortunate enough to work for the Braves Game Day staff, I still considered it a pipedream at
best. As close as I was being in the same stadium, I knew I was still faraway. Just as it may be
uncommon bumping into a billionaire, the same applies to meeting baseball’s greatest
ambassador. As far-fetched as my bucket list wish seemed to be, I found myself happily settling
vicariously through co-workers, supervisors, friends, family and even the fans for their stories and
memories.
I recall conversing with the Braves longest-tenured usher, Walter
Banks, about the time he was able to witness Hank and Sadaharu Oh,
Japan’s all-time home run leader with 868, together in the same
setting at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. Gerald, a field-level
supervisor, shared about being able to meet Hank a few times at
Turner Field. Thelma, a former usher, talked about meeting him in a
grocery store in the 70’s in Southwest Atlanta and spoke of his
gentleness. Bradford, a friend of mine, told me Hank couldn’t have
been nicer as he was coming through the airport.
Former Yankee great, Bob Turley, once asked me in conversation to
tell Hank that “Bullet” Bob was after him, stemming from the 1957
World Series when Milwaukee defeated his Yankees 4 games to 3. I
have to admit, I never got the opportunity to deliver the message, which I was hoping to use as an
ice-breaker for that long-awaited meeting between Hank and me. But who I am kidding, I’m sure I
would have frozen up in the process.
Nevertheless, I did get to witness the aura of Hank a handful of times throughout my tenure of
working at the ballpark. The first time that comes to mind was back in 2010 when Jason Heyward
was making his Major League debut. I saw dozens and dozens of fans within shouting distance of the
dugout screaming his name as he stood on the steps of the dugout. I’ve seen jubilant fans before,
but watching Hank being around was just different. I stood in awe myself as I watched opposing
teams stop their pre-game drills and rituals to gaze and point in wonder, along with the famous-ofthe-famous on or near the field, who paused and fumbled for their phones attempting to catch a
picturesque shot of Hank.
As I read tributes, news clippings, and listened to radio interviews and community leaders, I summed
up my thoughts upon hearing of Hank Aaron’s passing. Some deaths are just different and this one
stings, whether in the community, the ballpark, sporting world, close or far away. I may have never
gotten that meet-and-greet with Hank, but I do have the memories.
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“Words simply cannot express the depth of sadness that we feel at the Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum after the passing of our friend, supporter and former Negro Leaguer, Henry Aaron! His Hall
of Fame career is etched in the annals of baseball history and helped earned his place as one of the
game’s greatest players. But it was Mr. Aaron’s selflessness, compassion, generosity and unyielding
commitment to advancing civil rights that made him a Hall of Fame human being! We extend our
heartfelt condolences to the Aaron family and join a legion of fans worldwide in mourning his death.”
--Bob Kendrick, President, Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, Kansas City, MO

The world knows Mr. Hank Aaron as a trailblazing athlete, a man who faced incredible odds as he beat
Babe Ruth’s home-run record and held the title for 33 years. But to Morehouse School of Medicine, he
was all of that and more. Mr. Aaron was a stellar citizen, businessperson, advocate, philanthropist,
mentor, and friend to the institution.
At Morehouse School of Medicine, Hank and Billye Suber
Aaron have always been more than major supporters of the
school, more than cherished friends of the institution — they
are family.
As family, they have been generous with their time, talent,
and treasure, committed to Morehouse School of Medicine
and our vision for health equity. This included a $3-million
gift to expand our Hugh M. Gloster Medical Education
Building and create the Billye Suber Aaron Student Pavilion
— a fitting tribute to his wife and her longstanding
commitment to education and Morehouse School of
Medicine.
Mr. Aaron will be remembered for all the home runs he hit,
but his true legacy is seen in the lives he has changed for
the better. He inspired us, motivated us, encouraged us, and
set a shining example, and will be greatly missed.
--Dr. Valerie Montgomery Rice, President of Morehouse School of Medicine
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By Jim Wilson
I can remember when my friends and I grew up debating who was the better player, Hank Aaron or
Willie Mays. We would bring empty milk cartons home from school and use a stick to play home run
derby with them. My favorite player was Willie Mays and my dad's favorite was Satchel Paige. My
best friend’s favorite player was Hank Aaron. We would go into the night debating who was better,
Mays or Aaron.
One day my cousin who was almost 20 years older than me said Jackie Robinson was his favorite
player. I didn't understand, he couldn’t hit or run like Mays or Aaron and surely not pitch like Satchel.
It took me many years to realize why he held Jackie in such a lofty position ahead of our favorites.
African Americans’ favorite sport was baseball for many years, ahead of football and basketball. I
played Little League and Pony League baseball growing up in the Deep South. Many of my
competitors later joined me on our high school baseball team. I made the team in my sophomore
year and several of my teammates joined me. We won a state championship in my senior year and
the Aaron-Mays debate intensified. Each of us had to tell who their favorite player was and naturally
I said Mays. Mays hit 600 homers before Aaron and I just knew he would break Ruth's record before
Aaron.
As Aaron neared the record I started reading about him as a man, so when he broke the record I had
become an Aaron fan. He made me feel good to be an African American and realized all the things I
went through. We played in a segregated town where I grew up and during our championship run we
challenged the white team to play us but were denied. Gene Wiley, our star pitcher, was drafted by
the New York Mets and the rest is history. We dedicated our championship season in honor of Henry
(Hank) Aaron. THE HAMMER.
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By C. J. Stewart, Co-Founder of L.E.A.D. (Reprinted from Atlanta Magazine)
Growing up in Atlanta as a young baseball player, I naturally
idolized Hank Aaron. But over the years, I have identified with
his journey and been inspired by his character in ways far
deeper than simple admiration for a remarkable athlete.
Hank Aaron grew up in a loving home in Mobile, Alabama. His
family—like most of our families in L.E.A.D. and like my own
family—was poor, and they faced the social-economic struggles
that always come with poverty, as well as the challenges of Jim
Crow racism. I know from experience that for Black Americans,
education has always been viewed as a powerful tool not only
for edification, but also for assimilation. Throughout my life,
I’ve heard elders and ancestors express, If we can just show
white people that we are as smart as they are, it will open
doors. Understanding the weight that education holds in the
Black community, I can imagine how difficult it must have been
for Mr. Aaron to leave school for professional baseball. I faced
the same decision when I decided to pursue the Chicago Cubs
over going to college. I know Mr. Aaron must have met with a
lot of opposition because of his decision, and I thank God that
whatever was convicting his heart to follow his dream had his
mind so stayed on it that he didn’t allow himself to be deterred.
Now, I know Moses Fleetwood Walker and Jackie Robinson blazed significant trails for Blacks in
baseball, but what makes me identify so closely with Mr. Aaron is the impact of his presence in the
Jim Crow South. The Braves organization, with its star slugger, moved to Atlanta from Milwaukee just
two years after the Civil Rights Act passed in 1964. They were the first major league professional
sports team in the South, and Mr. Aaron’s very presence helped give leaders here the audacity and
permission to call Atlanta “The City Too Busy To Hate.”
Only Atlanta was not too busy to hate. As Mr. Aaron closed in on Babe Ruth’s homerun record,
he faced unprecedented harassment and danger. On the road, he couldn’t stay with the rest of the
team, and he faced a barrage of death threats. I can’t imagine the anxiety of stepping on the field
not knowing if anyone was going to harm you while you were playing.
I can imagine there were many sleepless nights in the Aaron household. One thing most people know
about me is that I love my wife and daughters with a fierce, protective love. I cannot imagine leaving
home, knowing that my family faced FBI-level threats, and still going to work and hitting bombs
daily. I always say that talent is what you do well, but skills are what you do well even when you’re
under stress.
Mr. Aaron’s story speaks volumes to me. My life parallels his in a lot of ways, and I will continue to
follow his example and use the platform that baseball has given me to raise up poor, Black boys in
this city who can walk in my shoes and, maybe, even Mr. Aaron’s.
Many thanks go out to Damion Carpenter for this special section of remembrances of Hank Aaron.
We asked Damion if he would do a write-up on Hank’s legacy from a fan’s point of view. He did that
and much more by taking it upon himself to reach out to friends, co-workers, and others in the Black
community to share what Hank meant to them. The result of his efforts, we think, make for a fitting,
heartfelt tribute to both Hank Aaron the man and his power to inspire—Editor
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By Jim Powell
It was a very sad day for me when I learned that Don Sutton had passed
away after a long illness. It did spur my memory bank, though, and got me
to think about experiences we shared during our decade of working together.
Don was always very kind and gracious with me long before I left Milwaukee
to join him in the Braves' broadcast booth. Our friendship and, ultimately,
our partnership was built on the foundation of our mutual love of the great
sport of baseball. We also shared a love of broadcasting and together we
were committed to attempting to execute the best broadcast in Major League
Baseball. We had instant chemistry, as we tried to do justice to the heritage
and traditions of the Braves rich broadcasting history. Don always took a
tremendous amount of pride in being a true broadcaster, not just an ex-player on the air.
It was a great chapter in my baseball broadcasting
career to get to learn from the insights and knowledge
that Don brought to us all every night. I had just spent
over a decade learning from the catcher Bob Uecker
and now I got to pull the experiences out of a Hall of
Fame pitcher! Don had a genuine love of the South,
which shone across the Braves Radio Network. His
work ethic, especially for such an accomplished
baseball star, was more than admirable. His humor
was sneaky and clever and he made me laugh
genuinely many times on the air and off.
When it was "go time" for a big game, he was a joy to work with. Our shared love of the game made
it easy for us to rise to the occasion when the circumstances called for it. One of my favorite
memories was when we called Bobby Cox's last game as manager. The playoff loss to the Giants,
followed by Bruce Bochy's team stopping their celebration on the field as they turned to the Braves'
dugout to instead pay respect and homage to #6, remains one of my favorite moments in my nearly
30 years in MLB. Every time I talk about it, to this day, I get choked up.
The self-made player and self-made broadcaster is gone physically now. However, his impact will
never be lost on those who admired what a life he had and what he was able to give to all of us. My
heart remains broken for Mary, Jackie, Daron, and all of the Suttons' extended family and many
friends. Rest in peace, Don!

