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By Dave Badertscher; with photos by Linda Lovejoy 
 

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club honored the top Metro Atlanta baseball players (pictured below) 

at its 49th annual High School All-Star Recognition Ceremony on Wednesday, June 2 at Truist 

Park.  The awards program began shortly after 4:30 in the Konica Minolta Conference Center.  
Once again we were pleased to have Jeff Francoeur, former Braves player and now Bally Sports 

broadcaster, as our guest speaker.  The event drew more than 100 players, coaches, families, 

friends, and Fan Club members.  The game between the Braves and the Nationals at 7:20 was 

preceded by a special pre-game tribute to Lou Gehrig and the ongoing battle against ALS. 
 

 
 

Left to right:  Jaden Anderson, Jess Ackerman, Will Robbins, Gehrig Frei, Ryan Stephens, Ryan Spikes, Harry Ford, 

Dylan Lesko, Druw Jones, Peyton Cariaco, Thomas Rollauer.  Not pictured: Riley Cruce, Kenny Mallory, Cade Sadler. 
  

Fan Club President Howard Evans welcomed the players, their families, and coaches to the awards 

program in the Conference Center.  He recognized long-time HSAS emcee Wayne “Mr. Baseball” 

Coleman, who was unable to attend due to health issues.  Howard talked about the mission and 

activities of the 400 Fan Club in supporting baseball in the Atlanta area.  He recalled previous High 

School All-Stars who went on to successful Major League careers and introduced this year’s award 
winners, highlighting their impressive statistics and accomplishments. 
 

  



 

 
 

Our guest speaker, Jeff Francoeur, was the recipient of the Player of 

the Year Award out of Parkview High School in 2001 and 2002.  He 

told the group that he would put our local talent up against any place in 

the country.  Jeff congratulated not only this year’s All-Stars, but also 

the coaches and programs they come from, as well as the parents. 
 

Now the challenge starts for those who are going on to play baseball at 

the college or professional level.  The sky is the limit.  Jeff shared a 

funny story about his first Big League game.  He was starting in the 
outfield next to All-Star center fielder, Andruw Jones, who was sitting 

in the audience with his son, Druw.  The rookie asked Andruw how 

they should communicate in the outfield.  Andruw replied, “Bro, if you 

see me running, get the hell out of the way.”  Needless to say, the two 

eventually worked out the finer points of territorial responsibility. 
     

Jeff talked about the distractions posed by today’s social media.  He told the players that they have to 

be careful and need to put their priorities in order.  One mistake can cost you your career and who 

you are as a person.  Jeff knew he wanted to play baseball more than anything else and he didn’t let 

other things get in the way.  Be sure to keep yourself surrounded by good people, he added. 
    

Jeff closed by challenging the players with five things he faced during his career: 
 

• You’re going to have bad days and games, but don’t feel sorry for yourself.  Baseball is a hard 

sport.  You have to move on and keep grinding.  

• Embrace change.  Be willing to be coachable.  If it doesn’t work, you can try something else. 

• Celebrate the achievements of others.  Don’t be a bad teammate.  Be happy for teammates when 

they have success.  Your time is coming and you want people to be happy for you, too. 
• You have to be willing to fail.  The best hitters in the game hit .300, but look at all the outs they 

make along the way.  Jeff said he once overheard his daughter comfort another girl on her team 

who had just struck out. “My Daddy struck out over a thousand times and they paid him a lot of 

money to do it.”  You have to be mentally tough, he stressed, or the game will kick your butt. 

• Reflect and enjoy success.  Relish the good times with your teammates.  The next five years will 

be an exciting time in your life as you see how far you can go.   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2021 Metro Atlanta High School All-Stars 
 

PLAYER    SCHOOL    COACH 
Jess Ackerman   North Forsyth   Jim Cahill 
Jaden Anderson   Mount Pisgah   Jamey Woods 
Peyton Cariaco   Pope     Jeff Rowland 
Riley Cruce    Loganville    Jeff Segars 
Harry Ford    North Cobb    Tom Callahan 
Gehrig Frei    South Forsyth   Russ Bayer 
Druw Jones    Wesleyan    Brian Krehmeyer 
Dylan Lesko    Buford    Stuart Chester 
Kenny Mallory   Mountain View   Jason Johnson 
Will Robbins    Forsyth Central   Kevin McCollum 
Thomas Rollauer   Marist     Mike Strickland 
Cade Sadler    Parkview    Chan Brown 
Ryan Spikes    Parkview    Chan Brown 
Ryan Stephens   Lassiter    Kyle Rustay 
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     All-Star Gehrig Frei (South Forsyth) receives his award             Andruw Jones and All-Star Druw Jones (Wesleyan)   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Co-Players of the Year: Harry Ford (North Cobb)                   2021 Coach of the Year Kyle Rustay (Lassiter) 

                                               Dylan Lesko (Buford)                                   (accepted by Brandon Stephens) 

 

 

Marist High School, the 2021 GHSA 4A 

Champion, was awarded the Pete Van 

Wieren Most Outstanding High School 

Baseball Program of the Year.  Howard 
reminisced briefly about “The Professor” and his 

broadcast partner Skip Caray. 
 

Marist had a record of 33-9 and went 12-0 in 
their region.  They won the championship by 

defeating Benedictine 5-0 and 2-1 at Coolray 

Field on May 20.  It was their 14th state title. 

The award and a check for $1,000 to be used in 

support of the baseball team were accepted by 

Coach Mike Strickland.   
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Prior to the start of the High School All-Star Recognition Ceremony, the Braves sent their roving 

camera crew to the Conference Center to shoot a short feature on our event for a pre-game 

showing on BravesVision before the game between the Braves and the Nationals.  It was also the 

inaugural Lou Gehrig Day at Truist Park and other MLB ballparks.  As it happened, one of the All-
Stars, Gehrig Frei, was named after Lou Gehrig, who was his grandfather’s favorite player.  Quite a 

special day for him.  It was great to see the 2021 All-Stars up on BravesVision.  The 400 Fan 

Club congratulates each of the players, coaches, and parents on an outstanding season.     
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club 
 

I always find talking baseball with the members of the 400 Fan Club an 

extreme pleasure.  These conversations are challenging because the level of 

game knowledge is on a Ph.D. level, as opposed to many comments you see on 
social media that make you wince.  I have referred to many of our members as 

“A-Listers on Steroids.”  Checking the standings after the Red Sox series with 

the Cardinals coming to town on a winning streak makes me wince, a quick 

reaction caused by temporary distress.  Our current play does not live up to 

the names on the back of the jerseys and definitely not to the name of the 

team on the front. 
 

As the best fans in baseball we have to remain optimistic.  One of my favorite lines from Animal 

House is John Belushi’s, “Was it over when the Germans bombed Pearl Harbor?”  The next comment 

was, “Don’t stop him now, he’s on a roll.”  That is what we as dedicated Braves fans are looking and 
cheering for—getting on a roll.  The talent is here and the Mets are on our upcoming schedule.  What 

do you say?  Let’s roll!  
 

There is no better way as members to show our support than to register for our July 3rd event at the 
Hank Aaron Terrace.  As set out in this issue, the event is unique in getting many of us to enjoy an 

early afternoon together in the comfort of an air-conditioned lounge and have some real, intelligent 

exchanges while TALKING BASEBALL. 

 

 
 

Join the 400 Fan Club for a Grand Slam Afternoon watching the Braves play the Marlins from the 
Hank Aaron Terrace at Truist Park on Saturday, July 3rd.  Baseball is back and there is no better 

way to catch-up with old friends, make new ones and talk Braves baseball with the best fans in the 

world. This is the social event of the season!  
  

• Perched above the left field seats, the Hank Aaron Terrace pays homage to our late, great Home 

Run King, Hank Aaron.  This semi-private group space features indoor and outdoor seating as 

well as access to a private bar. 

• Watch the game outside on the decks complete with drink rail and bar stools or inside on High-

Definition TVs placed throughout the air-conditioned Terrace. 

• All-inclusive full ballpark fare buffet menu including non-alcoholic beverages, served 1.5 hours 
prior to first pitch until the end of the 5th inning.  The game starts at 4:10 PM.  

 

General seating on the Terrace normally starts at 

$84/person, however the Club has negotiated a 
fantastic deal including everything mentioned 

above at only $60/ticket.  Members who already 

have a game ticket must purchase a ticket to this 

event and will be able to exchange their regular 

seat for a future game.  
 

Admission is by advance reservation only.  

Make your reservation online on our website 

using PayPal by clicking here, or if you prefer, 

mail your check to the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan 

Club, P.O. Box 7689, Atlanta, GA 30357-0689 or call the Club Hotline at 770-416-4539.  Limited 
seating is available, so make your reservation early! 
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Discounted tickets for the final two Mets games, June 30 and July 1, and the three Miami games, 

July 2–4, are still available through the 400 Fan Club.  These are great seats in section 328 just to 

the left of home plate in the second row (see view below).  Two seats are yours for each game.  They 

are yours for less than the price you would pay for comparable seats at the ticket window. 
 

If you want to see the Braves on a roll—we hope—send an email to rwheeler06@earthlink.net and 

the tickets are yours on a first come first serve basis.  You will need the MLB App on your smart 

phone in order to get in the gate. 
 

Mark your calendars for email blast announcements for the following games: 
 

• July 9 for the home stand after the All-Star Break on July 16-21 

• July 23 for the home stands at the of end July and early August 
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2021 Fan Club Activities Calendar 
 

July 3rd (Saturday)      Hank Aaron Terrace Grand Slam Afternoon (Marlins) 
 

July 10th (Saturday)      Rome Braves vs Bowling Green Hot Rods at State Mutual Stadium 
 

August 12th (Thursday)     Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Reds) 
 

August 14th (Saturday)     Gwinnett Stripers vs Durham Bulls at Coolray Field 
 

September 3-6 (Fri.-Mon.)     Major League Trip to Denver (SOLD OUT) 
 

September 7th (Tuesday)         Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals) 
 

October 14th (Thursday)     Sid Slid Celebration 
  

November TBD      2021 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon   
 

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members! 
 

Jason, Kole & Kennedy Eller, Marietta, GA 
 

        
 

 

mailto:rwheeler06@earthlink.net


 

 
 

 

An adventuresome group of us met at SRP Park in North Augusta, SC, on a warm Sunday afternoon 

for the game between the Braves new Low-A Affiliate, the Augusta GreenJackets, and the Myrtle 

Beach Pelicans.  Although most all of the names on the Jackets roster were unfamiliar (a number 
of the players were taken in the 2019 MLB Draft), a strong outing from starting pitcher Darius Vines 

and a balanced lineup that produced 12 hits gave Augusta a down-to-the-wire 4-2 victory.       
 

Our group was very impressed by SRP Park and its surroundings including the view of the 

Savannah River.  A great place to experience minor league baseball action, explore and have a good 

time.  Below are a few photos of what we found there.  Our youngest fan, Greyson Clarke, managed 

to find the best sprinkler puddles in the ballpark.  Hard to beat that kind of fun on a sunny afternoon! 
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By Rich and Paula Vitaris 
 

This is the second in a limited series of reviews of little-known, classic baseball movies. 
 

Every kid who loves baseball dreams of being a pro, even if it only 
means reaching the minor leagues. Minor-league open tryouts ended 

in 2015 with the demise of the Major League Scouting Bureau. But in 

the 1950s, major league teams held minor league tryout camps. The 

Big Leaguer, a 1953 film starring the much-beloved star Edward G. 

Robinson and directed by Robert Aldrich, takes a look at the inner 

workings of one such camp run by the New York Giants in Melbourne, 

Florida, where anxious aspiring ballplayers awaited to hear if they 
would be cut or survive another few days. A lucky one or two might, 

at the end of the two-week camp, even be offered a “$150-a-month” 

minor league contract. 
 

The camp is run by Hans Lobert (played by Robinson). While the story 

is fictional, Lobert was a real ballplayer, who played for five major 

league teams from 1903 to 1917, including three years with the 

Giants, and was the manager of the Philadelphia Phillies in 1942. 

Lobert was one of the players chronicled in the acclaimed baseball 

book, The Glory of Their Times: The Story of the Early Days of 
Baseball Told by the Men Who Played, edited by Lawrence Ritter. 
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Lobert is visited by his niece, Christy (played by the superb dancer Vera-Ellen, taking on her first non-

musical role in her last picture for M-G-M), who works in the Giants’ front office. Christy warns her 

uncle that, unless he is successful in identifying some good prospects, he will likely be replaced by the 

team. Adam Polachuk, Lobert’s top prospect, is the son of a Polish immigrant, a miner who knows 

nothing about baseball and expects his son to go to college and become a white-collar professional. 
He has no idea that Adam instead has signed up for the Giants’ try-out camp. Adam is played by Jeff 

Richards, who after his World War II service, briefly played pro baseball with the Portland Beavers 

and the Salem Senators. When he tore a ligament and had to take a leave of absence, Richards 

decided to try acting. At one point he had to choose between acting and baseball, as both the New 

York Yankees and the Brooklyn Dodgers offered him a spot on their teams. Acting won out. The Big 

Leaguer was Richards’ third baseball movie; he previously had roles in the comedies Kill the Umpire 
(1950) and Angels in the Outfield (1952). 
 

Despite The Big Leaguer’s short 71-minute length, its characters are exceptionally well drawn. There 

is an excessively ambitious young pitcher (future Oscar nominee Richard Jaeckel) with a poor attitude 
who throws an inside pitch to brush Hans Lobert back from the plate while Lobert is demonstrating 

some hitting techniques. The kid also throws hard fastballs to showcase himself during batting 

practice despite being told not to because it didn’t help his teammates. Lobert knows there is much 

more to player development than just choosing guys based upon their physical skills and cuts the 

man despite his good stuff, calling to mind the Atlanta Braves’ own approach to player development 

requiring prospects to adhere to “The Braves Way,” which emphasizes attitude and character, among 
other positive attributes. 
 

Additional subplots involve Tippy Mitchell (Bill Crandell), the son of a former Major League star, Wally 

Mitchell (veteran character actor Frank Ferguson), who lacks his dad’s strong athletic ability, but 
works harder than anyone to achieve success, and a formulaic love story with Adam becoming 

romantically involved with Christy. 
 

All of the various subplots come together in the key scene of the film, a game at the end of camp 

between the Giants’ top prospects and those of the Brooklyn Dodgers. Carl Hubbell, a 1947 inductee 

to the Hall of Fame, and then actual New York Giants Director of Player Development, comes to see 

the game. The real-life Lobert worked with Hubbell from 1945 to 1967 as a member of the Giants’ 

staff. Hubbell plays himself and he even delivers a few lines. He is considered by some to be among 

the finest pitchers who ever played the game. He is best known for popularizing the "screwball" and 

for having struck out five future Hall of Famers in a row at the 1934 All-Star Game. 
 

Tippy’s father, the former major leaguer, Wally Mitchell, shows up at the end of camp to see his son 

play. Lobert knows that Tippy — whose spirit and drive he loves — lacks the skills necessary to play 
professional baseball. But he leaves Tippy in the lineup anyway so that his friend Wally can see this 

for himself, explaining that "One game is worth 10,000 words." Also attending the game is Adam’s 

father (Mario Siletti), who ends up sitting next to Wally Mitchell. Wally sees how talented Adam is, 

and explains to Polachuck how talented his son is. It is no surprise that by the end of the game, 

Polachuck realizes that Adam’s true calling is baseball and he gives Adam his enthusiastic approval. 
 

Film fans will be familiar with the name of Robert Aldrich, directing his first feature film with The Big 

Leaguer. He went on to a distinguished career that included classic films such as Kiss Me Deadly, 

Whatever Happened to Baby Jane, The Flight of the Phoenix, The Dirty Dozen, and The Longest Yard. 
 

The Big Leaguer was filmed at the Giants' actual training camp, contains newsreel footage of the 

Giants at the old Polo Grounds, and contains other cameo appearances from other former major 

leaguers, to include the future disgraced Los Angeles Dodgers executive, Al Campanis, who manages 
the Brooklyn Dodgers' prospects in the film. This movie gives us a rare glimpse of baseball history. 
 

The Big Leaguer airs periodically on TCM. The DVD is available from the TCM Studio Shop and the film 

streams on Amazon Prime Video. 
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Alumni Weekend was held on May 21-23 as the Braves played the final three games of a four-

game series against Pittsburgh.  During the weekend fans had the opportunity to watch the Alumni 
Parade, get autographs and selfies with Alums in locations around Truist Park, attend panel 

discussions and more.  It was great to bump into fellow Fan Club members along the way.  The new 

method of getting player autographs on specially made Alumni Weekend cards provided by the 

Braves was a hit.  Lively group sessions allowed Alumni, both younger and older, to reflect on their 

careers, lessons learned, and to talk about their lives in retirement.  These enjoyable conversations 

were a real treat for Braves fans of all ages.  
 

                     Ralph Garr                                        Leo Mazzone, Mike Bell 

       Fans line up for autographs on Saturday afternoon                      Alumni Weekend Fireside Chat  
  

Perhaps it was just a coincidence that after losing the first game of the series on Thursday to the 

lowly Bucs, the Alumni rolled into town and the Braves outscored the Pirates 33-3, winning by scores 

of 20-1, 6-1, and 7-1 in the final three games.  Alumni Weekend fans had plenty to cheer about as 

Braves pitching reigned and homers flew out of the ballpark at a record pace.  A sellout crowd of 
40,068 fans attended the game on Saturday and the other two days weren’t far behind.  There was 

no Alumni Softball Home Run Derby this year, but Braves hitters did their best to make up for it. 
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