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The 400 Fan Club’s first-ever event at the Hank 

Aaron Terrace took place on Saturday, July 3, 
when the Braves took on the Miami Marlins in an 

afternoon game.  We had scheduled a Club Social 

here in 2020 before COVID shortened the season 

and put a halt to in-house gatherings.  In the email 

blast to our membership we described this year’s 

event at the Hank Aaron Terrace as the social 

event of the season—“baseball is back and there is 
no better way to catch-up with old friends, make 

new ones and talk Braves baseball with the best fans in the world”—and hoped folks would come.  

And come they did.  We had an enthusiastic turnout and the event worked as advertised. 
 

The Hank Aaron Terrace opens an hour and a half before game time.  Most of us arrived early to 

sample the all-inclusive ballpark menu, check out the seating possibilities and the view from left field, 

as well as mingle with fellow Club members, all the while savoring the air-conditioning inside.  

According to the staff, there was a smaller than usual crowd at the Terrace, so we were able to have 

free run between indoor and outdoor seating.  Nice! 
      

Before the game began the group took time to send out our heart-felt “Get Well!” wishes to Wayne 

“Mr. Baseball” Coleman, who had been dealing with health issues and was unable to attend the 

social.  In a spontaneous, unabashed outpouring of gusto (shown below), the group delivered its very 

best regards along to Wayne and somehow captured it on video.  We sent him a copy, which he said 
definitely made his day! 
 

   

Let’s not forget the ballgame, though.  Call-up Kyle Muller was on the mound for the third start of 

his MLB career.  He allowed three runs over a little more than five innings.  Unfortunately, the Marlins 

Sandy Alcantara brought his A-game to Truist Park, holding the Braves to one run through six 

innings.  Despite a shutdown performance by our bullpen and a 3-hit day with 2 walks by Freddie 
Freeman, the Braves fell short of catching the Fish and closing in on the elusive .500 mark.  Final 

score: Marlins 3, Braves 2. 
 



 

 
 

More photos from the Hank Aaron Terrace … 

 
 

We missed our annual trip to Rome last year, but with the Minor Leagues back in business in 2021, 

the 400 Fan Club went to see the Rome Braves play South Atlantic League rival Bowling Green on 

Saturday, July 10, at State Mutual Stadium.  Originally a single game, it was rescheduled as a 
doubleheader using the seven-inning format.  Add to that the “Christmas in July” theme along with 

the usual fan-friendly Rome Braves experience, we were ready for some baseball. 
 

Rome GM David Cross       Do we measure up?                 Kevin Josephina hits in Game 1 of the doubleheader 
 

The first game started at 5:00.  Our seats were in the lower level behind home plate and out in the 
full July sun.  We certainly made good use of our complimentary access to the air-conditioning and  
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food services in the Three Rivers Club.  Rome was up 2-1 after four innings, but then starter 

Freddy Tarnok and reliever Kasey Kalich got lit up for 7 runs in the fifth.  Rome tallied two more 

runs, but fell by a final of 8-4.  Jesse Franklin homered and Bryce Ball had 2 extra base hits. 
 

Rome fared better in the second game, but it was a long night.  After Manager Kanekao Texeira got 

ejected for arguing balls and strikes in the 2nd inning, the skies opened up in a typical mid-summer 

downpour.  When play resumed a little over an hour later, Rome took a 3-1 lead, but by the time the 
7th inning rolled around, the teams were deadlocked at 3-3.  Extra innings = free baseball.  Rome 

catcher Rusber Estrada provided the offensive heroics with a homer and the game-winning single in 

the bottom of the 8th.  Final: Rome 4, BG 3.  Sherman and Paul took the prize from our group by 

staying for the whole game, which finished after midnight.  Way to root the team to victory, guys! 
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Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members! 
 

Tootie & Mike Johnson, Hiram, GA 
 

        
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The 400 Fan Club made its last of our three minor league outings, this time to Coolray Field to see 

the Gwinnett Stripers take on the division leading Durham Bulls on Saturday, August 14.  Those 

of us who hadn’t been to Coolray since our last Club trip in 2019 were surprised by all the new 

construction around the ballpark and particularly out in left field.  Most of us arrived early for the 
Mike Soroka bobblehead giveaway and the tarp was still out on the field from earlier showers.  As it 

turned out, the rains moved out and we experienced a very comfortable evening for mid-August. 
 

One thing about watching Gwinnett is seeing so many 
familiar faces out on the field, who are just a call away 

from joining the Braves.  The Stripers started the game 

riding a season best seven-game winning streak.  They 

quickly ran into trouble when Durham touched up 

starting pitcher Jassell De La Cruz for three runs 

without recording an out.  The Stripers used seven 
pitchers during the game.  They scored their lone run in 

an 8-1 loss when Ryan Goins singled home Drew 

Waters in the eighth.  Despite the loss our group enjoyed the game, talked a whole lot of baseball, 

and looked forward to seeing some of the Braves top prospects in action at Truist Park soon. 
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club 
 

The Braves are on an 8-2 roll as I write this piece.  Get greedy Braves and run off a 

10-0 streak.  Let’s say the team is trending in the right direction and sees the road 

sign to Division Champion.  The Phillies look to be the most dangerous challenger 

as the Mets, not as bad as they have played recently, appear to have gotten to the 

top of the slippery slope and just need a nudge.  Don’t know if I have seen a Braves 

power surge like this one.  OK, before Wayne Coleman jumps in, the last time the 
team had four different players hit 25 homers was 2006: Jeff Francoeur, Andruw 

Jones, Adam LaRoche, and Chipper Jones.   
 

The Fan Club is going to be well-represented at our annual Major League trip to Denver over Labor 
Day Weekend.  As the trip approaches, Rick Wheeler, the ultimate trip planner and concierge is 

locking down the final details.  This issue of The Tomahawk Times is filled with our recent activities 

which were attended in large numbers.  More pre-game social events are planned over the final 

month at Truist Park.  We can expect to see an exciting stretch run.  Hope you plan to join us.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Discounted tickets for the final 18 home games, August 27 through October 3, will be made available 

to 400 Fan Club members on an exclusive first come first serve basis starting August 23.  Watch for 

the email blast announcing these games on August 20.  These are great seats in section 328 just to 

the left of home plate in the second row.  Two seats are yours for each game.  They are available for 

less than the price you would pay for comparable seats at the ticket window. 
  

The final six games with the Phillies and Mets just might decide the NL East Championship.  If you 

want to see our Braves fight for the title, send an email to rwheeler06@earthlink.net and the tickets 

are yours on a first come first serve basis.  You will need the MLB App on your smartphone in order to 
get in the gate. 
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Upcoming Fan Club Activities 
 

September 3-6 (Fri.-Mon.)     Major League Trip to Denver (SOLD OUT) 
 

September 7th (Tuesday)         Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Nationals) 
 

September 29th (Wed.)     Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Phillies)  
 

October 14th (Thursday)     Sid Slid Celebration 
  

November TBD      2021 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon  
  

January TBD       2022 Gameboree Winter Banquet 
 

February 13th (Sunday)     “Toni Stone” at Alliance Theatre (2:30 PM Performance)        

mailto:rwheeler06@earthlink.net


 

 
 

 
By Dave Badertscher 
 

A-List members were invited to attend to a conversation between Braves 

President & CEO Derek Schiller and Principal Chief Richard Sneed of the 

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) on Saturday, July 17, at Truist 
Park’s Konica Minolta Conference Center before the game with the Rays. 
 

Derek began the discussion by saying that it was a special night to celebrate 

the Braves relationship with the EBCI.  Although the Braves had a 
relationship with Native Americans going back 30 to 40 years because of the 

team’s name and the use of the Tomahawk Chop, it was inconsistent.  During the last couple of 

years the team has made a renewed commitment to having a consistent relationship with Native 

Americans and to developing a stronger platform based on listening, education and awareness.  Aside 

from the 15+ years relationship that the Braves have had with the EBCI, in part tied to Harrah’s 

Cherokee Casino sponsorship, the EBCI is the 
largest federally recognized tribe in the Southeast, 

which makes them extremely important in the 

conversation. 
 

Chief Sneed talked about his many responsibilities 

as the EBCI’s elected Principal Chief.  Previously 

he was an educator, business owner, pastor, and a 

veteran.  Chief Sneed explained how his Cherokee 

ancestors resisted the forceable removal from their 

homeland to what was then called Indian Territory 
(Oklahoma).  He shared his thoughts on the 

complex and often cruel history of Native 

Americans after Europeans arrived, including the 

“Indian Problem,” assimilation, boarding schools, 

and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  There are currently 573 federally recognized Indian tribes in the 

U.S.  By necessity Cherokees self-assimilated early, adopting European dress, and English language, 

as well as Christianity.  Chief Sneed’s ancestors, he said, were successful in seeking a path forward 
that would allow them to exist and still maintain their identities as people.  
 

Derek asked Chief Sneed what he would like to see develop out of a broader relationship with the 

Braves.  He responded that it would be an opportunity to have a platform for educating the public 
about the history of tribal nations in general.  He said he is not offended by the Braves name or the 

use of the tomahawk.  Sports are a kind of simulated warfare.  We pick names for our teams that are 

associated with strength, honor, bravery, and a warrior tenacity.  Cherokee’s high school is named 

the Braves.  “Our people love the Braves,” he said.  Over 300 tribal citizens attended today’s game.          
 

Chief Sneed emphasized that it was important to remember that the Cherokees were an empire that 

spanned seven states before Europeans took their land and culture away.  A sense of tenacity and 

stubbornness still exists in the EBCI community of 16,000.  “We’re not going anywhere,” he said.  

“Our people are not looking for pity or sympathy, just a little bit of 

respect.”   The Braves partnered with the EBCI to produce a “Ball 
Player” t-shirt using the Syllabary writing system (at right) to help 

bring awareness to the native language.  All proceeds go to Cherokee 

organizations dedicated to preserving their endangered language.  
 

Braves Marketing and Chief Sneed’s staff worked together to produce a moving video “We Are Still 

Here”, which was shown on BravesVision as part of the pre-game ceremony.  Click here to view this 

video on YouTube (approx. 6 mins.)   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAty8FmMvas


 

 
 

   

 
By Damion Carpenter 
              

With the remnants of All-Star 2021 having finished up in Denver seventeen 

days earlier, Billye Aaron gazed down, smiled and applauded with family and 
friends from the Chairman’s Suite at Truist Park, as pre-game festivities kicked 

off Hank Aaron Weekend on July 30, in the place where the All-Star Game 

was originally scheduled. 
 

Thirty-five thousand plus looked on as 44 of America’s elite high school baseball 

players trotted in through the center field gate accompanied by Hall of Famer 

Ken Griffey, Jr.  1995 World Series champion Marquis Grissom caught Chicago 

high schooler Israel Delgado’s first pitch.  Billye Aaron and family looked on as 

Zoe Watkins of Spellman College and Sterling Bright of Florida A&M University 

were honored as being the inaugural fellow recipients of the newly created Hank Aaron Fellowship.  
The program is designed to develop diversity and senior level executive leadership in front offices 

around Major League Baseball, something that was near and dear to the late great Hank Aaron.  Delta 

Airlines presented a check for $100,000 to the Henry Louis Aaron Fund to assist with its mission. 
 

Eddie Perez, Ron Washington, and Eric Young all stopped by to greet Griffey Jr. prior to the Braves 

taking the field in their blue-and-white iconic 1974 throwback uniforms.  I beamed with pride 

watching in-game tribute videos from Dansby Swanson, Kyle Wright, and Skipper Brian Snitker, who 

credited Hank Aaron with keeping him in the game of baseball. 
  

As the legacy of Hank Aaron lives on, his dream of equity and diversity in the game of baseball and 

life continues.  One can only wonder how Hank would feel knowing the Players Alliance, a coalition  

started by former Major Leaguer Curtis Granderson after the murder of George Floyd in 2020 and 

consisting of 150 black current and former players whose mission is to “create an inclusive culture 

within baseball and the community, where differences are leveraged to elevate racial equality and 
provide greater opportunities for the Black community, both in our game and the places we live in, 

play in, and care about most,” is thriving.  
 

One can only be proud seeing the plethora of 44 jerseys worn throughout the weekend, feeling the 
vibe of energy as the Braves organization continues honoring his place in the game, seeing  

Granderson in the booth talking with Chip Carey, Brian Jordan, and Paul Byrd.  Also, watching the 

high schoolers being afforded the opportunity to take in a game with CC Sabathia and other Alliance 

members before playing in the Hank Aaron Invitational showcase game on Saturday morning. 
 

Breaking barriers and change don’t happen overnight.  Achieving equity, diversity, and social change 

is an ongoing process.  Love and hope are always there for the taking and available to all.  In the 

meantime, let’s all “Keep Swinging” no matter what. 
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By Alan Morris 
 

If you love baseball and history, Thomas Gilbert’s How Baseball Happened—

The True Story Revealed is a must read.  Winner of the 2020 annual Casey 

Award for Best Baseball Book of the Year given by Spitball Magazine, the 

book exposes many of the myths around how baseball became the national 
pastime.  Spitball editor, Mike Shannon, says, “From the very first page 

of How Baseball Happened, the reader knows he/she is in for an exciting, 

often witty and amusing, ride through the game’s earliest years.” 
 

Major League Baseball’s Official Historian John Thorn provides a vivid 

introduction to Gilbert’s book saying, “People made this game grow, amid a 

swirl of larger cultural, economic, and social trends, and he tells their stories 

brilliantly.”  He goes on to say that you will read hundreds of stories you  

haven’t heard before.  Thorn wrote a “Secret History of the Early Game—

Baseball in the Garden of Eden” in 2011.  His intro to Gilbert’s book ends 
with “How is baseball history to be written henceforth?  Like this.” 
  

I love Tom Gilbert’s style of writing.  It is like having a conversation with someone who bore witness 

to the first amateurs who played the game and how it became our national pastime.  He tells us the 
story of volunteer firemen, butchers, printers, doctors and businessmen who gathered to play the 

game for fun and exercise.  Soon, fans began watching and cheering for their hometown heroes and 

newspapers began reporting game stats and results.  He tells us how Henry Chadwick, who began his  
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sportswriting career covering cricket, had an epiphany.  After witnessing a game at the Elysian Fields 

between two New York clubs, he suddenly determined that baseball, not cricket, was “destined to 

become America’s national sport.” 
  

Gilbert tells many stories about the early baseball heroes.  One is the story of James Creighton, the 

first national star and subject of the sport’s first baseball card.  He solves the mystery of how 

Creighton died, playing the game he loved, at the tender age of 21.  It is a heart-wrenching tale that 

ends with baseball’s first shrine—the gravesite of Jim Creighton at Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery.  
 

Thomas Gilbert lives in Brooklyn where the game we love was actually born.  Enjoy your trip back in 

time as you re-live the early days of baseball. 
 

 
 

Oakland Cemetery's "Boys of Summer" tour will be conducted at 10:30 AM, Saturday, September 

18.  Come and learn about the first organized baseball game played in the City of Atlanta on May 12, 

1866—one hundred years before our Braves took the field at Atlanta's Fulton County Stadium.  With 

Atlanta in ruins following its devastation during the Civil War, the city needed something to celebrate, 
and on that warm spring day, it was baseball.  Seven of the ballplayers who participated in this game 

and the umpire are buried in the hallowed ground of Oakland.  Hear their stories and learn the 

outcome of the game from tour guide Alan Morris who researched the event and created the popular 

tour.  Tickets can be purchased online (https://oaklandcemetery.com/event/boys-of-summer-

baseball/) or at the Visitor's Center on the day of the tour.  Tickets are: $12 (Adults), $6 (Seniors 

65+ and kids 5-18).  
 

 
By Dave Badertscher 
 

No doubt this issue of The Tomahawk Times would have been quite 
different if the 2021 All-Star Game had been played at Truist Park as 

originally planned.  We might have even put out a special edition covering 

the many All-Star Week festivities, including honoring the legendary Hank 

Aaron here in Atlanta.  When the All-Star Game comes to your hometown, 

it’s a big deal.  Unable to attend the two previous All-Star contests in 

Atlanta in 1972 and 2000, I was determined not to miss out this time.  
Sadly that was not to be for baseball fans and all those who worked so hard 

to make sure All-Star Week would be a success.  I’d like to think that 

Atlanta and the Braves could have made it a celebration to remember.  
 

If you loved the movie, you couldn’t help but be moved by Fox’s presentation of the Field of Dreams 

Game played in Iowa on August 12.  In a stadium constructed specially for the game adjacent to the 

movie’s original ballfield, the White Sox and Yankees donned throwback jerseys aiming to catch 

lightning in a bottle.  Kevin Costner’s pre-game arrival from the outfield corn, baseball in hand, his 

deliberate walk toward the mound, and his words to the crowd were “perfect.”  Clips from the movie, 

thoughtful interviews, and aerial views of the landscape added much to the telecast. The game turned 
into a real slugfest with 8 homers deposited out among the cornstalks, including a dramatic 9th inning 

walk-off shot by Sox shortstop Tim Anderson in front of nearly 8,000 passionate fans.  Awesome! 
 

It was heartening to see that the players, the fans in the stands, and the broadcasters went all in on   
celebrating this beloved fantasy set in rural Iowa with an unforgettable cast of characters and, by 

extension, affirming the game of baseball itself.  Fans across the country watched, making it the most 

viewed regular season MLB game since 2005.  Why such an overwhelmingly positive reception?  

Maybe as Terence Mann (James Earl Jones) so pointedly explained to Ray in the movie, “This game, 

this field is a part of our past.  It reminds us of all that once was good and it could be again.” 
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