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Can you believe it? Back in July, who would have thought that the “win one, lose one” .500 Braves
would take the NL East by 6 ½ games over the Phillies, particularly after the season-ending injury
to Ronald Acuña, Jr. That they would eliminate the favored Brewers in the NLDS, 3-1. That they
would face down the LA Dodgers, winners of 106 regular season games, by a 4-2 margin in a series
that at times felt like it might be teetering on a repeat of the 2020 NLCS. No way? Yes, way!!
For the rocking, chopping capacity crowds at Truist Park and The
Battery and frenzied fans around Braves Country and beyond, the
team’s first World Series appearance since 1999 became a sweet
reality. Only the powerful Astros stood in the path of the Braves first
World Series Championship since 1995. Most of the pundits gave us
little chance. In Game 6 of the hard-fought series, our Braves blanked
the ‘Stros 7-0, leaving no doubt that the best team won. Congratulations, guys, you gave it all you
had this season. We’re so proud of what you accomplished. You totally earned that 2021 World
Series Trophy! Thanks for finishing your truly historic run in Championship fashion! Braves Win!!
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We asked our membership to send us photos celebrating the Braves trip to the World Series and
rooting our team to the 2021 World Championship! The Charge: Send us your best photo of you—
solo or with your significant other, group, family, usher, mentor, whomever—wearing your favorite
Braves gear, Joctober pearls, 1995 World Series sweatshirt, and taken at Truist Park or (if you
couldn’t get ticket$) at The Battery, your friendly, neighborhood sports bar or in front of your TV at
home. Get creative! Check out some of the cool photos we received!
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
The Braves, not picked by the “experts” to even win the Division title, marched
into the World Series on a late season run which many thought improbable, if not
impossible. Today, we the 400 Fan Club members, the most enthusiastic Braves
fans, proudly stand together to congratulate our manager, the players, coaches,
and the rest of the entire organization as the World Series Champions. We
enjoyed the ride, and forever, the memories of the 2021 Season .
The 2021 Season slowly opened from its cocoon. January marked the first ever
Gameboree presented on the Zoom platform, the 56th consecutive program overall. The event was,
as promised, a “can’t miss” production, produced and directed by Wayne Coleman. Guest stars,
Chip Caray and David O’Brien, provided a behind the scenes retrospective on the 2020 season and
much more. We moved on to a full schedule of Spring Training games in front of fans. The
excitement was back. Then Opening Day! Long awaited, fans returned to Truist Park with seating
restrictions, but we were back and soon at full capacity.
The 400 Fan Club did not miss a beat. The season festivities included Cabana Socials and a new
experience, as we gathered for a game in the Hank Aaron Terrace. We added Augusta to our
minor league trips, which also included Rome and Gwinnett. We had a great Major League trip to
Denver for three games, though confident in our belief that Atlanta was the proper place and time for
the All-Star Game. The High School All-Star event in May recognized some of the best players in
the country, honoring coaches and teams that completed successful seasons. Once again Jeff
Francoeur was our guest speaker. It was a truly momentous year for the Fan Club and its members.

Upcoming Fan Club Activities
January 22, 2022 (Saturday)
February 13, 2022 (Sunday)
September 9-12, 2022 (Fri-Mon)

2022 Gameboree Winter Banquet
“Toni Stone” at Alliance Theatre (2:30 PM Performance)
Major League Trip to Seattle

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club is looking for members interested in providing leadership and fresh
ideas to its Board of Directors. No experience necessary, just a willingness to attend monthly board
meetings (via Zoom for the time being) and help assist our efforts to grow the Fan Club membership
and maintain our many opportunities to support the Braves. Any member who wants to know more
about the possibility of serving on the Board of Directors, please contact Wayne Coleman
(wacoleman@aol.com) or Rick Wheeler (rwheeler47@earthlink.net). We look forward to learning
about your interest.

Our Silent Auction will feature autographed photos of many Braves players, past and present.
Additional items include baseball souvenirs, signed memorabilia, and bobbleheads. We could use
caps, jerseys or signed balls of Braves stars and rising future stars. The funds raised from the Silent
Auction are devoted to recognizing baseball programs and promoting baseball here in Georgia. At
this time of year we reach out for your support in donating items for the upcoming Gameboree. The
Club will reimburse costs, if requested, for shipping. If you have items that could be included in the
auction, please email Silent Auction Coordinator Sherman Boudrieau (sboudrieau2451@gmail.com).
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By Rich Vitaris
Most baseball fans have never heard of Toni Stone, but she was
the first woman baseball player to go pro in the Negro Leagues,
and the first woman ever to play professionally in a men's baseball
league. It is a remarkable story.
Join the 400 Fan Club at the Alliance Theatre, winner of the
2007 Tony Award for Best Regional Theatre in the United States, on
Sunday, February 13, 2022, at 2:30 PM. The Alliance Theatre
has given us a 25% off promo code for our group so you can go
ahead and book your seats now.
The beauty of the promo code is that tickets for Toni Stone have
only recently gone on sale to the public and you will be able to
access a seating chart to choose your own seats in whichever
section best fits your budget, and then take the group discount.
After the performance, the Alliance Theatre will host a post-play
discussion for us and we will be able to reseat ourselves as a
group for the talkback and for a group photo. All the theatregoers
attending will be welcome to the talkback, which will allow us to
help promote the 400 Club.
The promo code is available for your use to see the show any time during the run and the code will be
valid until the show closes. If for some reason you can't join the Fan Club at the February 13, 2022,
matinee, you can still catch another performance. Or, if you love the show as much as we think you
will, you can even use the promo code to see it again! Finally, you can share the promo code with
friends and family.
There is even an Atlanta Braves connection of sorts to this show. Hank Aaron signed with the
Indianapolis Clowns in 1952 as a shortstop, where he played until he was acquired by the Boston
Braves. Toni Stone was then acquired by the Indianapolis Clowns in 1953 to replace Hank, the
same year that the Boston Braves moved to Milwaukee where they remained until coming to Atlanta.
And guess what? The Alliance Theatre's production of Toni Stone is a co-production between the
Alliance and Milwaukee Rep, Wisconsin's flagship theatre. This show will be great!
To buy your tickets, go to website: www.alliancetheatre.org
• Once there, under Shows go to Toni Stone. Then click on Tickets.
• Enter promo code ATL400 in top right corner. To do this, click on "Promo Code" which will cause a
box to appear. Type in the promo code and then click "submit.”
• Choose tickets for February 13th at 2:30 PM.
• Select your seats. Both the full price ticket and the 25% off discount price will appear as choices.
If you don't see the discounted tickets as a choice, you didn't enter the promo code correctly.
• Follow the steps to make your payment.
We hope you will join us to learn the true story of a trailblazing woman who played for the
Indianapolis Clowns in 1953 and ‘54.

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Member!
Carey & Zach Guggenheim, Atlanta
Mike Yawn & Robyn Cobb, Marietta
Sam & Liz DeSimone, Atlanta
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By Dave Badertscher
The 400 Fan Club arrived in the Mile High City on Friday, September 3, for the final three games of a
Labor Day Weekend series with Colorado at scenic Coors Field. Our annual Major League Trip had
been scheduled for Denver in 2020, when COVID closures caused its cancellation. We decided to go
try again. A few Club members came a day early and saw the Braves beat the Rockies 6-5 in the
opener, giving us a 71-62 record and a two-game lead over the Phillies in the NL East. Meanwhile the
Rockies boasted an impressive 43-22 record at Coors Field to be reckoned with. Game on!

We stayed at the Hilton Garden Inn, which was in walking distance of both Coors Field and Union
Station. Our first group gathering was on Friday afternoon at the nearby Whiskey Tango Foxtrot
for a smokehouse buffet dinner before the game. Very cool place in a terrific location!

Friday night’s game started with a bang as Ozzie hit a leadoff homer off Rockies starter Antonio
Senzatela. The Braves countered with Huascar Ynoa, who went 5 1/3 innings and allowed four
runs. At the end of six the Rockies led 4-3. Braves fans will recall a couple of replays that were not
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overturned, particularly an attempted steal of third base by Eddie Rosario in the 8th that appeared to
show he was safe on the big screen. Instead both bullpens held the rest of the way saddling the
Braves with the 4-3 loss. Austin Riley had two hits and Charlie Blackmon homered for the
Rockies. Our seats were at the “Mile High” purple row in the upper deck with a view of the
mountains.

The original plan for Saturday included a tour of Coors Field that afternoon, but unfortunately MLB
had suspended stadium tours due to the resurgence of COVID. This gave folks plenty of time to
explore Denver on their own before the game. Some visited the small, but awesome, collection of
memorabilia at the National Ballpark Museum (below at left) near Coors Field, walked around the
LoDo District and Union Station, or caught a ride on the 16th Street Mall free shuttle bus that
looped through town and passed by the State Capitol. Did we mention that a whole lot of people in
Denver ride scooters? Amsterdam it’s not, but walkers beware!
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Saturday’s game was played in front of a much larger crowd than Friday. We had a great view from
our lower level seats along the third base line and hoped for a win. Unfortunately, Ian Anderson
had a rough outing in his first assignment at Coors Field, allowing four runs, including two home
runs, over three innings. Ozzie’s homer in the third made the Braves the second team in MLB
history to reach the 25-home run mark for all four infielders and made 30 homers for each before the
end of the season a distinct possibility. Our bullpen was unable to hold the Rockies in check, as the
home team survived a 9th inning comeback attempt for yet another one-run win. Rockies 7, Braves 6.

We really needed a win on Sunday afternoon for the Fan Club to avoid seeing a Fri-Sun sweep. With
Charlie Morton on the mound, we liked our chances. As luck had it, our seats were down the right
field line in the shade! It also helped that Charlie Blackmon, who had done considerable damage in
the last two games, was out of the Rockies lineup. Ozzie led off with a homer off Ryan Feltner, who
made his MLB debut. Things only got worse for the Rockies as they fell behind 6-0 after three.
Morton sailed on to his 13th win of the season, allowing two runs on only two hits over seven innings
and the bullpen held. Duvall, d’Arnaud, and Riley homered along the way. Braves win, 9-2!

The Fan Club had a final dinner together late Sunday
afternoon at the Denver Chophouse before heading
home on Labor Day. Since the game got over earlier
than anticipated, the group hung out in McGregor
Square while the Chophouse folks got ready for us.
The nearby plaza (at right) was teeming with people
and reminded us a lot of The Battery. The meal hit
the spot. Trip Coordinator Rick Wheeler was roundly
congratulated on another very successful Fan Club
Major League Trip. We even talked about where we
might go in 2022. Never too early to plan ahead.
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With the release of the 2022 Major League schedule the Board of Directors engaged in a lively
discussion of the potential city for our annual Major League Road Trip. In addition there was
discussion among the Denver group as we watched the Braves play the Rockies in September. With
four potential destinations (Chicago and Cincinnati dropped out early), the debate focused on Seattle
in September and Texas in April.
When the votes were counted, it
was not close. Seattle was the
overwhelming winner. The fact
that this would be a first time trip
for the 400 Fan Club and the
location of T-Mobile Park close to
downtown Seattle were the
deciding factors.
Join us the weekend of September 9-12 to watch the Braves play the Mariners. We are just starting
to plan this trip. With the Space Needle and Pike Street Market as two prominent attractions plus
possibly the best salmon and crab available anywhere, you are sure to have a good time. Because of
the available flights it will be a four-day trip departing Atlanta on Friday, September 9 and returning
on Monday, September 12. Like the Denver trip, our group dinner will be on Sunday after the game.
If you would like to put your name on the traveler list or have any questions, send an email to
rwheeler47@earthlink.net. Trip details including cost will be available in January. Both air
and land packages will be available. Because of changes in airline procedures, we will need an
advance deposit to cover the cost of your airfare. We will need this deposit before March 1, 2022.
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We finished out the regular season with two Gameday Socials in the Xfinity Cabanas during the
month of September. Our first was held on September 7 th, the day after some of us returned from
the Fan Club’s trip to Denver. Busy, busy, busy! We welcomed Wayne “Mr. Baseball” Coleman
back from the IL, talked Braves baseball, enjoyed the ballpark food, and prepared for the evening’s
game against the Nationals. Max Fried was sharp over six innings as the Braves took down the
Nats 8-5 with quite an offensive showing, including a monster homer by Adam Duvall.

Our second Social was held on Wednesday, September 29 (rescheduled from August 12). This
looked like an appealing date to gather our crew together during the winner-take-all series against
the Phillies. With the first game of the Phillies series already in the bank, the NL East crown seemed
there for the taking and Club members were ready to root the Braves one game closer. We had a
bit of fun at our usual photo op (see below). You know what they say—Let the kids play! Thanks to
Howard Evans for coordinating our September Socials. We went on to our seats and watched Max
have another stellar outing with our bats coming alive in a 7-2 win. One more game to clinch!
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The Atlanta Braves celebrated the life and legacy of Hall of Famer Phil Niekro, who passed away
on December 26, 2020, before and during the game against the Yankees on Tuesday, August 24.
Vintage video clips on BravesVision featured highlights of his stellar career on the mound, bringing
back many fond memories for the more than 37,000 fans in attendance.
The pre-game ceremony focused on Knucksie’s 25-year partnership with the Edmondson Telford
Child Advocacy Center in Gainesville and his devotion to ending child abuse. With members of the
Niekro family on the field, the Braves Foundation presented a check for $35,000 to the Center to
help continue Phil’s work.
Braves President & CEO Derek Schiller said, "Phil Niekro always held a special place in the Braves
organization as a player, mentor, leader, and friend. Phil Niekro Night will pay tribute to the man who
gave so much of himself to Braves Country and whose memory we hold with us every day." As fans,
we couldn’t agree more. Here are some photos taken on Phil Niekro Night.
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Having defeated the Milwaukee Brewers just two days
earlier in the 2021 NLDS on Freddie Freeman’s clutch
home run, the Fan Club took its annual trip back in time
to celebrate another classic moment in Braves history, Sid
Bream’s game-winning slide against Pittsburgh in Game
7 of the 1992 NLCS. A small, but enthusiastic group of
us gathered outside the Bullpen Restaurant not far from
the former site of Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. It
was the 29th anniversary of Sid’s legendary heroics.
Some of us visited what remains of the old stadium (at
right) beforehand, now a parking lot for Georgia State
University. Lots of great memories still linger there.
Our group really enjoyed talking Braves baseball (past and present), catching up with friends,
getting lunch from the Bullpen, and eating a slab of Sid’s cake (thanks Mary Lou!) The burning
question of the day was who should the Braves prefer to play in the NLCS: the Dodgers or the
Giants? All speculation aside, it would be settled by the result of their game that evening.
The highlight was a phone call from Sid that lasted
more than 15 minutes. Sid, Howard, and others
looked back on Sid’s slide and that unbelievable time
for the Braves. Sid said that he views the slide 40 or
50 times a year (every time he speaks somewhere).
He was jokingly asked, “Are you always safe?” Sid
responded, “In my mind I’m always safe. It will
never be overturned. Randy Marsh made the right
call. Bobby Cox was about 4 inches from becoming
a goat, if I didn’t make it.”
Sid had this to offer on the 2021 Braves
Championship hopes. “Either LA or San Francisco
will be a tough battle, but hopefully the Braves will
rise to the occasion. If we get by them, I’m really
stoked about the World Series.”
With the 30th anniversary of Sid’s Slide coming up next year, the Fan Club will want to do something
special. Would Sid be able to come? He suggested that we contact him at the beginning of next
summer to see what could be worked out. He graciously thanked us for remembering the slide and
for helping him relive that special time in his life. We very much appreciated his time.
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This marked the 25th year for Phil’s charity tournament, which raises
funds for the Edmondson-Telford Child Advocacy Center, a nonprofit organization that serves abused and neglected children of Dawson
and Hall counties. Four 400 Fan Club members volunteered for this
worthwhile community event on October 21 st at Chateau Elan as we’ve
done for a number of years.
Phil’s son, John Niekro (at left), took over as host of the
tournament. Members of the family attended including Phil’s wife,
Nancy. This year the field was expanded from two courses to
three allowing for many more participants. The tournament
committee did a great job of coordinating all the extra activity.
The afternoon dinner and raffle/auction at the completion of
golfing, which was canceled last year due to COVID, was
reinstated and moved outdoors. During this gathering a video
produced for the 20th anniversary of the Edmondson-Telford
Center was shown to the group (run time: 8 min.). Click here if
you would like to learn more about the Center and the work that
Phil Niekro was so passionate about.

Celebrity golfers pose for group photo

The most sought after item in the auction

The Tomahawk Times

October 2021

Page 15

By Paula and Rich Vitaris
This is the third in a limited series of reviews of little-known, classic baseball movies.
Take Me Out to the Ball Game (1949) is the second of three musicals
pairing dancer Gene Kelly with singer Frank Sinatra (their other two
pairings were Anchors Aweigh in 1945 and On the Town in 1949).
Pittsburgh native and diehard Pirates fan Kelly loved baseball and he
devised the original storyline and scenario,* although the final
screenplay was written by others and the story changed greatly during
pre-production from Kelly’s original ideas. Kelly’s frequent collaborator
Stanley Donen helped Kelly flesh out the storyline and cochoreographed the dance numbers. Veteran choreographer and
director Busby Berkeley was assigned to direct, but his alcoholism and
depression prevented him from completing the film, and an uncredited
Kelly and Donen took over the directing duties.
While it is more of a musical than a baseball movie, Take Me Out to the
Ball Game nonetheless proves interesting to baseball fans. Given the
uniforms, the clothing, and the ballpark design, the film is likely set
around 1905, although no specific date is mentioned in the script. (The
title song was written in 1908.)
Shortstop Eddie O’Brien (Kelly) and second baseman Denny Ryan (Sinatra) are major league
ballplayers with the fictitious American League Wolves. During the off-season, the two are
vaudevillians and the movie opens with them performing a delightful song and dance to “Take Me Out
to the Ball Game,” prior to reporting to the Wolves’ spring training camp in Sarasota. While at camp,
the team learns that it has a new owner—K.C. Higgins—and are even more surprised to learn later
that K.C. is a woman, with K.C. standing for Katherine Catherine. K.C. is played by M-G-M’s
swimming star Esther Williams, who could sing a little but was not a dancer (except in the water) and
who agreed to the role after several other actresses had dropped out. Kelly took a dislike to her and
his hostility made the shoot an unpleasant one for her.
K.C. is not well received by her players at first, but quickly demonstrates that she knows baseball by
correcting Eddie’s hitting for "stepping in the bucket.” Williams’ natural athleticism and assured
demeanor—she set several swimming records in high school and had had Olympics ambitions—make
her very believable in this scene and as a hands-on team owner. K.C. promptly apologizes to the
Wolves’ manager for interfering, but she made her point: she knows the game and will be a force to
be reckoned with.
As with almost all baseball movies, romance ensues—in this case a love triangle between Eddie,
Denny and K.C. When Shirley (a very early “Baseball Annie,” played by the great comedienne Betty
Garrett) becomes interested in Denny, all turns out well.
The film culminates with a one-game playoff to determine the winner of the American League
pennant, as a gangster (Edward Arnold) who bet heavily against the Wolves tries to make sure Eddie
can’t play by luring him back to the stage in the evenings. If it sounds far-fetched, just remember
the 1919 Black Sox scandal.
Although the score is not the most memorable from a Gene Kelly film, it is enjoyable, and highlights
include "O'Brien to Ryan to Goldberg," an homage to the 6-4-3 double play, inspired by the famous
poem, "Tinker to Evers to Chance," about the Chicago Cubs infielders in 1902. Sinatra beautifully
delivers a pretty ballad, “The Right Girl for Me,” and Kelly, who was determined to honor his Irish
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heritage in the film, performs a spectacular Irish jig and tap dance in “The Hat My Dear Old Father
Wore Upon St. Patrick’s Day.”
Baseball fans will especially enjoy a comic sequence with Kelly, Sinatra and co-star Jules Munshin
(he’s Goldberg, in a role originally meant for Leo Durocher) clowning for the fans with gag props,
including a giant rubber bat, oversized catcher’s mitt and ridiculous hats and costumes. This scene
was inspired by the real-life comic antics of Nick Altrock and Al Schacht, two players who turned their
bantering and feuding into an act that delighted the fans for more than a decade in the 1920s and
early 1930s, until they discontinued their partnership and each became a solo act.
The best way to watch Take Me Out to the Ball Game is on the gorgeous new Blu-ray from the Warner
Archive Collection, restored from the original Technicolor negatives. It is also available on DVD, on
HBO Max, and for rental on Amazon and Apple TV.
*Take Me Out to the Ball Game is not the first movie about baseball players who are vaudevillians
during the off season. The 1930 film They Learned About Women features a storyline about two
baseball players on a team called the Blue Wolves who also perform on the vaudeville circuit.

Braves Clinch NL East Division Championship

Joctober!!

Fan Club members gather before NLCS Game 6

