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2022 Eddie Glennon Virtual Gameboree

By Dave Badertscher

The 400 Fan Club  hosted its 56 ' annual Gameboree as a free virtual event on Zoom on Wednesday

evening, January 19 ™. The original plan was to hold a live, in -person gala event as
the past, but due to the baseball lockout, celebrity attendance issues, and renewed COVID

considerations, the decision was made to go virtual. We were del ighted that more than 80 Club

members and special guests participated in the 2022 Gameboree. Thanks to all of our invited guests

and award recipients for their support and to Gameboree Chairman and Emcee Wayne Coleman for

putting together an outstanding program under less than ideal circumstances.

¥ Jean Berdn

Wayne opened the Gameboree by introducHalgyv tlLisak ,andFanClubg 6 s
President Howard Evans . Howard welcomed attendees and previewed the program. He talked about

theyear -r ound wor k of the Clubds Boar d an ahonaencoming abeaddint h e
2022. The Board is in the process of planning activities for 2022, including our High Sc hool All -Star
Recognition Ceremony, pre  -game socials, minor league outings, and our Major League trip to Seattle

in September . The Fan Club will continue to offer discounted ticket opportunities.

Howard turned the program over to Wayne, who introduced the award recipients and guest speakers.
Wayne created and distributed a helpful pdf scorecard , containing short write  -ups on each honoree.
To view the 2022 Gameboree Scorecard , click here .


https://www.atl400.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-Gameboree-Scorecard.pdf
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Phil Niekro Memaorial Scholarship S

Each year the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club presents $3,000 in scholarships in the name of Phil
Niek ro to Georgia colleges for use in their baseball programs. No former player supported the 400

Fan Club more than Phil . In January 2021 we changed the scholarship name to the Phil Niekro
Memorial Scholarships to honor him in perpetuity . Wayne announced that  Nancy Niekro was
viewing th e Gameboree from her home in Flowery Branch . The 2022 recipients are Truett McConnell
University and LaGrange College

- l\

CoachMike Croley, Truett McConnell University Coach David Kelton, LaGrange College

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Awards

Metro Atlanta High School Co-Player s of the Year: Dylan Lesko (Buford High School)
Harry Ford  (North Cobb High School)

Jason Varitek College Scholar -Athlete of the Year : Luke Waddell (GeorgiaTech)

Luke Appling Nostalgia Award: Ned Yost, player, coach, World Series winning manager

NEXT

Dylan Lesko Harry Ford 2021 HSAS Awards Program
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Jason Varitek
College Scholar-Athlete

Ned Yost

of the Year in Georgia
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Luke Waddell (Georgia Tech, drafted by the Braves) Ned Yost, Luke Appling Nostalgia Award

Walter Banks Baseball Spirit Award

Wayne introduced a brand new 400 Fan Club  award and welcomed its recipient , Walter Banks

This new award recognizes a person displaying passion,
The Walte_r _Banks enthusiasm and dedication to the Atlanta Braves and baseball.
Baseball Splrlt Award In creating this award one person stood out so much so, that the
- Club additionally honor ed Walter by naming the award after him.
4 k\ » Ay i Y Y J
y - WalterBa n k s , the awardés inaugur al rec
il Braves longest tenured game day employee . He began his

career as an usher in 1965 working the Atlanta Crackers games
before the Atlanta Braves began play the following year in 1966.
He served special g uests, celebrities, dignitaries and others from
around the world.

Along with Geri  Dunlap and Damion Carpenter , Walter showed his Spirit Award and responded ,
fil ¢ atmaiktyou enough for the recognition € Yesterday is hi st anysfery. Tédayniso r r o
a gift. That bistheptesent.\Beingaraund people like you, the staff, and the wonderful

people in the 400 Fan Club, because of you | got a chance to go places | never would have gotten to
see in the Minor and Major League. Thank you again for the award. 0
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Atlanta Braves Minor League Awards
Introduced by Ron Knight, Director, Minor League Administration

The se four awards recognize the Braves top minor league performers for 2021. The 400 Fan Club has

partnered with the Braves to present these awards at the Gameboree for 35 years. Ron Knight
explained that while fans have every reason to be excited about the future of Braves baseball, he

hoped that the takeaway from this portion of the program would be how impressive these players are

as people. As always, Gameboree attendees appreciated their particip ation in the program and their
willingness to share their stories, particularly Néstor P érez ,who Zoomed from the Canary Islands

Bill Lucas Award for Sportsmanship & Character: Joey Estes (Augusta GreenJacketg
Hank Aaron Award for Outstanding Minor League Player: Shea Langeliers  (Mississippi)
Phil Niekro Award for Outstanding Minor League Pitcher: Bryce Elder (Gwinnett Stripers)

Bobby Cox Manager of the Year Award: Néstor P érez, Jr. (Mississippi Braves)

L

UKL

Joey Estes

Néstor Pérez, Jr.
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What It Means to be a World S eries Champion
Chip Caray & Ned Yost

¥ Chip Caray

Everyone is proud of what the Braves accomplished this year. The

excitement that the team generated late season and fall was incredible. B | BN g
Everyone , everywhere you went , was a Braves fan . T he emotions of the RSaousE WUSE: | CLUBHOUSE
huge crowds for the parade and celebration were of f the charts. e

Winning the World Series is something that every ballplayer aspires to
do, yet the majority will go an entire career without even being in a World
Series. Chip Caray and Ned Yost have exper ienced multiple World Series iy
and they talked passionately ab o u Whalf it means to win a Wor Id Series . i

Chip started the conversation by saying that getting to the World Series
is incredibly difficult . He asked Ned how winning the World Series with
Kansas City changed his life as a manager. Ned replied that KC lost the Series in seven games in

2014 and the rally at their stadium drew 10,000 people. When the team won the World Series in

2015, 950,000 people came to the rally 0thatdos the difference bet Wnenmy wi n
the Series also changes the lives of the fans. As with the Braves Series wins in 1995 and again in

2021, this can bring about a generation celebration between parents and their children. It has a huge
impact on the community. Ned shared mem ories from K C 626015 Series victory, but  said he only

realized how big it was when he received a call from Barack Obama and they talked for 10 minutes.

Chip asked Ned how a manager realizes during the season that his team is special (OK, buckle your
seatbelt!) . With allthe Braves wentthrough in 2021, this was one of the most improbable and
unexpected championships in baseball history. You see a group of talented young players coming up ,
2-3 years in advance, Ned said, before they start to have success. Last year the Braves had

tr emendous talent and eventually the players knew they were going to win. When injuries and the
trade deadline hit , Brian Snitker and Alex Anthopoulos held thing s together. Ned felt in his bones
that it was the Braves Oyear and they would win the World Series, just like it happened in KC in 2015.

I n baseball, Chip said, youdr e owihnypg bask -tpelmck Warkl Seriesur | a
is the most difficult thing in baseball. What will it be like for the Braves to come into the 202 2 season

with the target on their backs? Reflecting on his career, Ned said his biggest regret was not finding a

way towin back -to-back Series. When you get to the top of the
but you have to starta Il over from scratch the next year. No resting on your laurels. That 6s tohe
forgetting about last year and being ready to start all over again with climbing the mountain.

Chip declared that he was fired up for  Spring Training . Thanks to Ned for all of his World Series
memories. Be assured, f ans are ready to climb that mountain again. Braves repeat in @2!
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van Al 1l en
Wayne Coleman , Gameboree Chair and the 2014 n Mr. Bracfteeb a | | |
night. The AMr . Baseballices Awareh annually to a fiperson who h
the promotion of baseball ishamedtfdnferme Atlaraan t aMayon leaa Allén, Ir t .,
who along with  Bill Bartholomay was instrum ental in the Braves relocating from Milwaukee to

Atlanta. The 2O0Mr.Baséball 0 r eci pi ent ihelpedleadtheBraves to the 2021 World
Championship through his exceptional leadership & Alex Anthopolous

¥ Alex Anthopoulos

Al ex said he was fAhonored, humbled, amdMrbl Bwrs edripidnis® by

Tonight was the first time Alex was able to make it to a Fan Club function. He described 2021 as a
Awhirl wi nd, CcAlexaagrged with the serise of satisfaction that Ned Yost expressed at

winning the World Series earlier in the program and also allowed that it makes you start getting white

i n your bdédaedible tdiwork at a marquee organization and franchise lik e the Atlanta
Bravesé Al I t his organization knows is winning. The bar i
Many times during the offseason Alex has said to himself, f | 0 hefieve we wonthe World Series! 0
Headded, il 6 m st i | | i n &How is ik even Ipassibte toiput together back -to-back Series

wins? Hetold Snit ,thisis sodraining and exhausting. L ots of stressing , the roster changes , and the
second guessing along the way . Alex said he is most moved by m eeting people on the street and

having them come up and say, AiT h an k yAid n & tvénspowerful. People th ink the Braves
Championship put an end to the Atlanta sports team curse. 0 The city and the Southeast will be

impacted for a long time. Knowing what th e Braves organization means to the fans is special. Alex
watched the Braves on TV in Montreal growing up. The Braves are one of the elite organizations in

sports. He closed by saying once againthat he was honored and humbled to receive the f Mr .
Baseball A ward. 0

Howard ended the program with a few re minders.

Thank you for attending the The Fan Cl ubés 2022 membe drivdi p

has begun. Our next activity will be the Toni

2022 Eddle G|enn0n Gameboree Stone performance atthe Alliance Theatre  on
February 13. The board is planning the calendar
of events for 2022 including our Major League

Activate your microphone trip to Seattle in September . Howard thank ed
. - . Club members for their  loyalty and support.
and camera if you'd like to
hang out and visit

Lots of attendees  stayed | ogged on fora spirited
post - Gameboree chat session . Folks enjoyed
the opportunity t woldifserds 0. an (
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Gameboree Afterword: Niekro Memorial Scholarships

Following the Gameboree ,the 400 Fan Club  received
. : letters of appreciation from LaGrange College and
Phil Niekro bpreciat J g

Tru ett McConnell University for their 2022 Phil
Memorial Niekro Memorial Scholarships . Below is an excerpt
Schol hi from the letter sent to us by Truett McConnell Head
cholars JSEM Baseball Coach Mike C ro ley .
Al would |ike to take this oppc
$1,500 Each to your generous support of the Truett McConnell
Georgia College University baseball program € We strive to make

Truett McConnell one of the best places in the country
SERCEIRGCC IR 1 play college baseball. Your generous gift will help in

many ways from facility upgrades, equipment additions,

and other things that wil/ ar i ¢

Congratulati ons and best of luck to these two fine college baseball programs in the 2022 season!

President’s Pitch: Why Can’t We Just Play Ball?

By Howard Evans , President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club

We hear you. What is going on ? Whenis Spring Training going to start? As

this issue goes to print the timing of negotiations quickens, and engagement

between MLB andthe Players Association appears on the outside to be one

of brinkmanship. Each side walking up to the edge and looking into the abyss

for a win ner and a loser is not a good sign. Both sides can be winners , if the

game of baseball is not the loser. In theory, the issues look reconcilable, boiled

down to money and percentages ,tshould be a matter of sor

| can only remain optimi stic. As baseball fans, we just want to hear the familiar
sound of APlay Ball! 0o

The Eddie Glennon Gameboree is our traditional start of the season event and was an enormous
success. For the second consecutive year Program Chair Wayne Coleman developed and emceed the
presentation. If you attended online via Zoom , or later viewed the program recording , we are sure
you enjoyed our speakers and award winners. This issue of The Tomahawk Times takes you

through the event in detail, and if you did not get to view the program, we hope you enjoy the photos

and accompanying write  -ups.

Join Us! Yes, it 6 sime to renew your membership , i f you havenodt enaourage atltersto P | €
join the best baseball f ans 0iBnaved Qountryc o.uWetare iy he Alahta40@ s r i g
Baseball Fan Club & supporters and fans of the Braves since 1965.

GO BRAVES ! More than ever, we hope to see you at the ballpark soon.

Fan Club Officers & Directors Set For 2022

The Board approved the slate of officers and directors for 2022, which took effect following the

Gameboree. Four new directors were added: Rick Castellucis , Sam Hamilton , C.J. Stewart , and
Lynn Camp , who ha d previously served as a director. Alan Morris  replaces Rich Vitaris as

Secretary. Rich stays on as a di rector. Moving off the board is Linda Lovejoy , who served for years

on various committees, most recently with the Niekro Scholarship selections, and has contributed

countless excellent photos as the Fan Clubdés oflddicial

For a complete listing of our 2022 Officers, Directors, and Advisory Council, click here .


https://www.atl400.org/2014-braves-400-fan-club-officers-and-directors/
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Fan Club Sees Toni Stone Hit a Home Run

Over two dozen 400 Fan Club  members and their guests saw Toni

Stone as agroup atthe Alliance Theatre on Sunday, February 13,

2022 . The play is a true story about the first woman to play professional

baseball. After playing for sever al semi -pro and barnstorming teams, Toni
joined the Indianapolis Clowns of the Negro Leagues. The play depicts

the challenges Toni, a Black woman during the Jim Crow era, had to deal

with both on and off the field.

Kedren Spencer , who played Toni, delivered a fabulous performance
assisted by a superb ensemble who portrayed h er teammates while
doubling, sometimes hilariously, as other characters. The show also
featured outstanding choreographed physical movement.

After the performance, the Alliance Theatre hosted a talkback featuring

Ms. Spencer and four other cast members t o discuss the research and T Y R R
preparation involved in putting on the show, and to answer audience = e CEe e
guestions about the production. At the end, the 400 Fan Club members

who did not need to leave for Super Bowl Sunday events, stayed for a group photograph.

The show was highly entertaining and thought -provoking as Toni grappled with racism and sexism on

top of the stress of being both a newlywed and professional athlete. Toni Stone was a true trailblazer,

well ahead of her time. She was the first, but is by ho me ans the last, woman in professional

baseball. Just last month, Genevieve Beacom became the first woman to play in the Australian

Baseball League and the first woman to pitch in professional baseball, and in October 2021, the
Atlanta Braves named  Erin McCor mick , General Manager of the Gwinnett Stripers, the first woman
to be named as a General Manager for an Atlanta minor league affiliate.

Toni Stone  runs through February 2 7, 2022, so if you missed seeing it with us but want to go, our
25% off group promo code is valid through the end of the run. Click here for instructions on how to
take advanta ge of our group discount.

Pog-performance talkback and Q&A with cast members on the set


https://www.atl400.org/event/toni-stone-at-the-alliance-theatre/
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Kedren Spencer (Toni Stone) fields anaudience question Group Coordinator Jocelyn Rick & Rich Vitaris
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Some of the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Clubmembers in attendance at the February 13" Matinee
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Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Eric & Anne Bissell, Winder, GA Lewis Graham, Atlanta, GA

Thanks to everyone who has paid their 202 2 Club membership dues!
| f you hav e n,ddwisrthe timewuds ang enty $30 (primary) & $15 (associate).
Enjoy the 2022 season with the 400 Fan Club and join us in supporting the game of baseball!
Click here to renew online or mail your check to:
Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club, P.O. Box7689, Atlanta, GA 30357-0689


https://www.atl400.org/join-now/

