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By Dave Badertscher

The 400 Fan Club’s second annual event at the Hank Aaron
Terrace took place on Wednesday, July 6, when the red-hot
Braves faced off against the Cardinals on Brian Snitker World
Series Trophy Bobblehead Night. Last year’s gathering at the
Terrace was very well-received and we looked forward to another
enjoyable time together. Our advance publicity unabashedly touted
that “there is no better way to catch-up with old friends, make new
ones and talk Braves baseball with the best fans in the world” and
that once again proved true with our enthusiastic turnout.
The Hank Aaron Terrace opens two hours before game time. We
arrived early to sample the tasty, all-inclusive ballpark menu,
check out the seating possibilities both indoor and outdoor, mingle
with fellow Club members, compare notes on the Braves chances
for a repeat Championship, and savor the air-conditioning inside. It
was a typical Atlanta summer day—90 something degrees, feels
like 100+. We gathered most of our crew outside after the singing
of the National Anthem for the panoramic group photo shown
above. Very nice! Check out the other photos below.
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The Braves still had a ballgame to play, though. With Max Fried on the mound, we liked our
chances. After 4 ½ innings of scoreless ball, Marcel Ozuna and Eddie Rosario hit back-to-back
homers in the 5th, putting the Braves up 2-0. Max left the game after six innings and the bullpen shut
down the Cardinals the rest of the way.
Final score: Braves 3, Cardinals 0, as the Braves took the first three games of the series and 7 out
of their last 9 contests. Both teams got down to business in a crisp game that took only 2 hours and
32 minutes in front of 36,000+ fans. A fitting ending to a thoroughly memorable Fan Club outing. Our
Braves looked tough. Yes, ready to roll to another Championship.
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
It’s mid-August and have we had a run packed with “fun,” as in “Let the Kids
Play,” to Front Office action that portends an amazing decade is ahead. The
Mets continue to lead the Division, but the pressure is on them. Our Braves
are almost assured of a Playoff spot and flashing elite pitching with more to
come, matching up against anybody. Oh, did I mention the offense? It’s going
to be continued excitement as the Braves move to chase down the Mets, the
guys that once blew a seven-game lead over the Phillies with 17 games left in
a season. OK, they are better now. As the best fans in baseball, you all are on
top of the details. No one can talk down to a 400 Fan Club member about this
game and this team.
We are very excited about our upcoming Major League Trip to Seattle to watch part of the West Coast
swing. In addition to those “officially” on the trip, we expect to see many more Braves fans in Seattle,
so warm up your pitch to recruit more members. The benefit of being a member is your contribution
to baseball at all levels that in a total amount exceeds membership dues. As a Club, we have touched
many people in the Metro Atlanta baseball community. We thank you for your continued support.

2022 Fan Club Activities Calendar
✓May 28th (Saturday)
✓June 4th (Saturday)
✓June 12th (Sunday)
✓July 6th (Wednesday)
✓July 10th (Sunday)
✓July 16th (Saturday)
✓August 17th (Wednesday)
September 9-12 (Fri.-Mon.)
September 18th (Sunday)
October 14th (Friday)
November TBD

High School All-Star Ceremony at Truist Park (Marlins)
Rome Braves vs Bowling Green Hot Rods at AdventHealth Stadium
Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Pirates)
Hank Aaron Terrace Hospitality Suite (Cardinals)
Fan Club T-Shirt Sale Deadline
Gwinnett Stripers vs Durham Bulls at Coolray Field
Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Mets)
Major League Trip to Seattle
Pre-game Social at Xfinity Cabanas (Phillies)
Sid Slid Celebration
2022 Wrap-Up & Election Luncheon

Don’t forget that discounted tickets for almost all Braves home games are available for purchase
through the 400 Fan Club. These are great seats in Section 328 just to the left of home plate in the
second row. Two seats are yours for each game. You pay less than the price you would pay for
comparable seats at the ticket window.
These tickets are exclusively for 400 Fan Club members on a first come/first served basis with
reservation requests by email only to the Club’s ticket administrator at: almorrisATL400@gmail.com.
Please send the dates of the games you wish to attend. The administrator will respond ASAP via email
to let you know whether you were the first to request a specific date. You will need the MLB App on
your smart phone in order to get in the gate. Be sure to take advantage of this great Club
membership benefit!
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An eager group of 33 travelers is very much looking forward to our 2022 Major League Road Trip
to Seattle next month—the Fan Club’s first excursion to the Northwest. We will watch our Braves
take on the Mariners in their three-game weekend series (Friday night, Saturday night, and Sunday
afternoon) at T-Mobile Park with a return to Atlanta on Monday. In what should be a competitive
interleague series, the Braves will need every win they can muster in their run for the Playoffs.
We will be staying at the Sheraton Grand Seattle. Our itinerary includes a group reception at the
hotel on Friday afternoon, as well as a dinner on Sunday evening at Ivar’s Acres of Clams on
Seattle’s Waterfront. Saturday we have tickets for the Seattle City Sightseeing hop-on/hop-off bus,
so folks can explore the Downtown’s many attractions at their leisure. The biggest challenge for our
travelers will be how to combine the bus tour and all the sights before Saturday’s first pitch. Thanks
to Trip Coordinator Rick Wheeler for putting together this exciting package. It should be a blast!

This year’s MLB First-Year Player Draft was held on July 17-19 in Los Angeles in conjunction with
the 2022 All-Star Game. 616 players were drafted over 20 rounds. Those of you who attended the
Fan Club’s High School All-Star Recognition Ceremony on May 28th got a look at the top prep
talent in Metro Atlanta. Our Co-Players of the Year were Druw Jones and Termarr Johnson.
Georgia once again proved to be a hotbed for high school baseball on the national level as three of
our All-Stars were selected in the first 15 picks of the MLB Draft: Druw Jones, Wesleyan (#2,
Diamondbacks), Termarr Johnson, Mays (#4, Pirates) and Dylan Lesko, Buford (#15, Padres).
We congratulate them on their baseball accomplishments to this point and look forward to seeing
them soon as MLB stars. Unfortunately Druw injured his shoulder in his first batting practice with
the Diamondbacks and underwent season-ending surgery. We wish him a speedy recovery!

Druw Jones (2021 photo)

Termarr Johnson

Dylan Lesko
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Two groups of Fan Club members cheered the Gwinnett Stripers to victory over the Durham Bulls
on Saturday, July 16, at Coolray Field, in game five of a six-game series. The first 2,500 attendees
received bobbleheads of Striper fan favorite Sean Kazmar, Jr. Our seats were in the shade, the
Coolray crowd spirited, the beer cold, baseballs flew, and visiting with friends was easy. Fun outing!

Always nice to see familiar faces in the Stripers lineup—some who
have already been up with the Braves or at Spring Training and
others who are hoping for that elusive call from the Big Club soon.
Good things to report on the evening’s contest. Tucker Davidson
went five strong innings allowing two runs, while the bullpen shut the
door on the Bulls the rest of the way. Grayson Jenista (at right) was
the offensive star of the game, going 3 for 4 with a homer, backed by
Mike Ford, Delino DeShields, Jr., and Hernán Pérez with 2 hits
each. Lots of sharply hit balls and aggressive baserunning allowed the
Stripers to break the game open in the 5th. Final score: Stripers 7,
Bulls 2 in an action-filled game that took slightly over 2 ½ hours in
front of a fired-up Saturday night crowd of 4,531.
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The Fan Club held its second Cabanas Social of the season before the crucial third game of the
Braves four-game series with the Mets. After convincing victories over our archrivals the two
previous nights and with Max Scherzer looking for revenge, members brought plenty of pregame
energy and anticipation to the social. Could it be that the sharp new 400 Club t-shirts folks proudly
sported also contributed to the festive atmosphere? Whatever, we enjoyed our most enthusiastic
cabana event in several years! See photos below.
Once everyone went to their seats for the start of the
game, we were treated to a real barnburner. The Mets
played home run derby early jumping out to a 4-1 lead,
followed by a 34 minute rain delay. Scherzer hung
tough as advertised through six innings, but the Braves
youth and speed at the bottom of the lineup busted
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loose in the 7th, closing the margin to 6-5 on a Robbie Grossman three-run homer. The crowd went
bonkers! Unfortunately, the Mets put up three more runs in the 9th and the Braves furious rally in the
bottom of the frame left our guys on the short end of a 9-7 score. So close, but no cigar!
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Braves Annual Alumni Weekend was held at Truist Park on July 29-31.
Activities ranged from the Legends Parade and Alumni Roll Call on Friday
to the Behind the Braves Live Podcast on Sunday. Saturday was the big
day with fan favorites Alumni Autographs, Softball Home Run Derby,
and the Braves Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. To top things off, the
Braves swept the three-game series from the D-backs, 5-2,6-2, and 1-0.
Saturday’s events had Braves fans lined up outside the gates well before 4:30, eager to meet and get
autographs from their favorite Alumni. But would the faithful make it inside before the rains cut
loose? Some of us did. The tarp was hurriedly put down, but quickly the outfield was covered in lakes.
While fans scurried around from one autograph station to another, the bigger question of the fate of
the Home Run Derby, the Induction Ceremony, and the ballgame itself loomed.
Sorry about that HR Derby grudge match, Jeff and B.J.! Thankfully, no more rain fell and the HOF
Induction Ceremony for Joe Adcock (posthumously), Joe Torre, and Leo Mazzone came off
flawlessly in front of an appreciative crowd. Even more incredibly, the game started on time with the
field in remarkably good condition. Great job, grounds crew (and drainage system)! The Braves won,
6-2. Ian Anderson impressed on the mound and William Contreras banged two homers.

Dale Murphy leads Friday’s Parade

Paciorek, Matthews, Z. Smith, Bielecki, Belloir sign for fans

Fans enjoyed meeting Francisco Cabrera, Brett Butler, Ralph Garr and other Braves Legends
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Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
Aimee & Aiden Price, Lawrenceville, GA
Brooke Johnson, Atlanta, GA
Alan & Donna Cox, Acworth, GA
Reed Harris & Erin Evans, Atlanta, GA
Kelli Stewart, Mableton, GA
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Who says you can’t go home again? Try telling that to Jean Berken,
former Stats, Inc. press box statistician who during the Mets series in
July had the opportunity to go home again to the Atlanta Braves press
box at Truist Park.
Now retired in Lakeland, Florida, Jean, a long-time Fan Club member, had
a dream job when she covered the Atlanta Braves for Stats, Inc. for
twenty years between the 1990 and 2010 seasons at both AtlantaFulton County Stadium and Turner Field during the Braves’ historic 14
straight division titles (1991-2005). As a press box statistician, she
compiled the box scores for Stats, Inc and their clients, like Associated
Press and USA Today.
Kevin Barnes, a long time statistician for visiting clubs, arranged for
Jean to “come home” and be a Working Media Guest in the Truist
Park press box for the July 13th afternoon game against the Mets. She
was delighted to see some of her old press box pals: Jimmy
Thomas, the Braves vision board operator for 50 years, and two
stats guys, Rich Musterer, now an Official Scorer, and Kurt Hoyt, a
statistician for MLB.
Jean reports that the press box atmosphere hasn’t changed much
over the last decade. There are three rows of Working Media
reporters from local and visiting outlets who maintain the quiet
stillness. It’s like a library. There’s no cheering or team partisanship.
Everyone is there to work. Jean recalled, “I used to sneak in the
Tomahawk Chop under my desk in press row during a Braves rally.”
Of course, there were many changes in scorekeeping
techniques over the years. Shown at left is a portion of
Jean’s scoresheet from Game 6 of the 1995 World
Series. “Our Stats Scoresheet was like no other since we
were on the forefront of collecting additional play-by-play
data, like types of pitches, including 19 pitch codes,
direction, distance and velocity of each ball,” she said. “It's
funny, but I was one of the first to collect stats based on
what uniform the teams were wearing and now it's a
common stat.”
Along with the magical time in the press box, Jean attended
several games as a Braves fan thanks to Mary Lou Brooks,
Fan Club board director and season ticket holder. Jean was
lucky to get one of the prized World Champions Replica
Rings and enjoyed the rides to and from the game with
Mary Lou and Club President Howard Evans.
Jean is still keeping score, but as a fan of minor league
baseball in Florida. Several Fan Club members meet up with
her every year at Spring Training. Her visit to Atlanta
brought back treasured memories and valued time with
Braves friends proving “there’s no place like home.”
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By Arlene Langer
Hard to believe it took me over 40 years to discover
my dream job.
For the last few years I told myself that when I retire
I am going to work for The Atlanta Braves, the
world’s finest baseball organization. I was not sure
where to start when I received an email from the
Braves announcing that they were hiring Game Day
Staff. I immediately called Fan Club member Cheryl
Murk (who has worked there for 10+ years) to get her
thoughts. Cheryl told me I would love it and walked
me through the hiring process. A week later I accepted
a position as a Host at the Xfinity Club.
Every home game I have the opportunity to assist
guests in navigating Truist Park, make them aware of
the services available, help create memories and give
them the most memorable ballpark experience ever. And I get to talk Braves baseball with fans and
colleagues at every home game from the minute I walk into Truist Park until I get into my car to go
home. And sometimes I just continue and talk with myself. It’s so energizing!
No worries about annual plans, profit and loss statements, new product development or what to wear.
Now every day is a new adventure and a chance to debate pressing issues such as who will be the
game hero, Dansby, Austin, Max? The only thing hotter than some days at the ballpark are the
Braves bats. The opportunity to be surrounded by supportive colleagues all dedicated to excellence
and service truly fit with my personal and professional beliefs.
Last month a couple visiting from Australia mentioned that this was their first baseball game ever.
We discussed different areas in the park that they should experience before the game. Once they
were on their way, I put together goodie bags with First Game Certificates, Braves World Series
Magazines, t-shirts, hats, bobbleheads and baseball cards which I gave to them when they sat down
to see the Braves, explaining that we were delighted that they chose to come cheer on the Braves as
their first baseball experience. After the game they told me that this was their best sports day ever
and they would never forget it. Another reason I love my job.
The biggest surprise of the job is the physical stamina required. For someone who is allergic to
exercise, racking up 10,000+ steps a game and working 7+ game homestands has been a challenge.
But, the opportunity to eat all the peanuts and popcorn I want outweighs the pain.
On August 2nd, I was blessed to be recognized as one of the July
Diamond Jubilee Braves Employees. The evening started with a
pregame Buffet dinner for all honorees and their guests at the
Terrace Gardens. Katie Hearn, Senior Coordinator Guest
Services presented me with a Diamond Jubilee Honoree Pin.
Following dinner, honorees received on-field recognition and then
we watched the Braves game from behind the dugout. The
incredible support and cheering from staff and fans sent shivers up
my spine. Truly an honor I will never forget.
I feel so blessed every day I hear, “Hello Braves Fans, Gates are
now open.”
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Arlene with her dinner guests

Very cool Stache, Mary Lou!
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On-field Recognition at Truist Park

Howard & Championship Trophy

Found our name on the A-List Wall

Fan Club Board meets our newest future membership recruit (Congratulations, Sam!)

