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We were hoping to delay this issue of The Tomahawk Times as we did last year until the Braves
repeated as World Champions and once again proudly paraded through the streets of our city.
Baseball experts warned us how very hard it is to repeat in MLB for so many reasons. Sadly, they
were right. The regular season saw our guys start slowly, then make the long, hard climb to their fifth
consecutive NL East title and 101 wins with so many memorable performances. We were behind the
team all the way. We hope you enjoy our newsletter, even if 2022 didn’t turn out like we all wanted.

By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
All’s well that ends well until it doesn’t. And it didn’t. The early exit seemed to
play out in both leagues’ Division Championships, with the season champion
beaten or pushed to the brink by the Wild Card team. As a result, much
discussion will take place on the impact of sitting out an extended period waiting
on the conclusion of the Wild Card series. A recent insight from Sid Bream:
“players are creatures of their routines, when you are playing well you want to
keep playing, specifically hitters.”
My guess is that you all have thoughts, comments, and opinions (ouch). That’s
the beauty of baseball. Moving through the offseason I cannot wait to get to a “hot stove” event
where you can share your thoughts with me and other Club members. I know we all agree that the
Braves did not play up to Braves standards or the Braves Way when mistakes are magnified, often
with game-changing impact.
At some point in the Fall, hopefully sooner than later, we will put this behind us and think of the 101
season wins, the hauling down of the Mets, (the dramatic conclusion of the chase by sweeping the
final series with the Mets) as well as some great individual performances. Gradually we will turn our
attention to the upcoming season involving new rules, the end of the shift, and the balanced
schedule. Anxiously we will follow free agent signings and other moves being made throughout
baseball, with an eye on our Division challengers. After all, when the 2023 Season Opener takes
place, the Braves will be the defending Division Champions.
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By Dave Badertscher
Our group of 31 die-hard Braves fans descended on Seattle for the three-game series against the
surging Mariners on September 9-11 at T-Mobile Park. The series had major Playoff implications
for both teams. The Braves came to town trailing the NL East leading Mets by a ½ game. Would our
Braves leave town perched atop the Division at the end of Sundays’ game? We would soon find out.

We stayed at the Sheraton Grand Seattle within walking distance of the Link Light Rail and the
Monorail stations. Downtown Seattle bustled and for the most part was vibrant with lots to explore.
The days were warm with a welcome lack of humidity, the nights refreshingly cool. At times a smoky
haze from distant wildfires crept into the area. Folks soon got the hang of public transportation. Some
even tackled the San Franciscoesque hills leading up from the Waterfront on foot.
Our first group official gathering took place at the Friday afternoon reception in the hotel where we
built our own “street tacos,” had introductions and received last minute instructions from Trip
Coordinator Rick Wheeler. Afterward we boarded our chartered bus for T-Mobile Park.
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Friday night’s game featured starters Charlie Morton and Robbie Ray in what turned out to be a
home run fest for both teams. The Braves tallied homers by Swanson, d’Arnaud, Harris, and
Grossman, while the Mariners countered with blasts from Crawford and two from Santana,
including a monster shot off the upper deck façade in right field. The Braves led 6-4 in the 7th and the
bullpen shut the door the rest of the way with Jansen earning his 33rd save. Coupled with the Mets
loss to the Marlins, the Braves took over 1st place in the NL East for the first time this season. Yes!!

Saturday’s itinerary left the morning and most of the afternoon open for folks to explore Seattle on
their own armed with HopOn/HopOff bus tickets. A lot of the gang made advanced reservations for
the Space Needle. Other favorite attractions included the nearby Chuhuly Garden and Glass, Pike
Place Market with its iconic collection of shops and restaurants, and Pioneer Square. A few
devoted fans trucked up the hill to the Jimi Hendrix Statue on Broadway. What a fun day!
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Max Fried faced off against George Kirby on Saturday
evening. For those of us who thought Seattle was Seahawks
Country, the size and spirit of the 42,000+ baseball crowds
packing T-Mobile Park really impressed. Playoff atmosphere
to be sure. Max allowed two homers over six innings, but got
little in the way of run support. Kirby and the Mariners
bullpen held the Braves to just three hits, as our guys fell by
the score of 3-1. Meanwhile the Mets roughed up the Marlins
11-3. Nothing to cheer about there. We had a curious bus
ride back to the hotel as our driver took an oddly circuitous
route around the city, presumably to avoid postgame traffic
jams. Some folks were ready for a nightcap after that.
We really needed a win on Sunday afternoon to reclaim the division lead from the Mets. Before the
action started, the Mariners did a moving 9/11 Tribute that the huge crowd got into. Then it was
time to “Play Ball!” Our group sat in the same section as Friday night. Time to get down to business!
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The game got off to a rough start. Braves starter Jake Odorizzi was lifted in the fourth inning after
allowing four runs, while a very sharp Marco Gonzalez held the Braves to two hits and one run on a
Riley homer through six innings. Going into the 8th inning we trailed 6-1 and to be honest our
chances of a win today looked slim to none. Well, do you believe in miracles? Harris hit a solo homer
in the 8th, whittling the margin to 6-2. A second dinger by Harris in the top of the 9th, this time a
433 foot, three-run shot, followed by a two-run homer by Grossman, made the score 7-6 Braves!
Utterly incredible! All of us and every other Braves fan at T-Mobile Park went totally bonkers!
OK, enough drama. You know the rest of the story. Jansen came in the bottom of the 9th to close
the show, but that didn’t happen. Rodriguez and Suarez both left the yard. Final: Mariners 8,
Braves 7. Tables turned. Mariner fans celebrating off the charts throughout the stands, Braves fans
stunned. Below are some photos that show our rollercoaster ride from ecstasy to agony in that crazy
9th inning. Note that our guys behind the Braves dugout (Wayne & Howard) did NOT participate in
the Mariners’ victory celebration! See bottom left photo. Time to put the roof down on this one.

The Fan Club had a final dinner Sunday evening at Ivar’s
Acres of Clams on Pier 54 before heading home the
next morning. Great choice and a super meal! While the
Braves didn’t win the series and we left trailing the Mets
in the divisional race, we had a fantastic time in Seattle.
The group applauded Rick Wheeler for engineering yet
another successful Major League Trip. Rick talked
briefly about options for where we might go next year.
Chicago (Cubs), Cincinnati, and Milwaukee looked to be
the best choices. As you know, we like to plan ahead.
More details will definitely follow, so stay tuned.
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400 Fan Club Past President and 2010 “Mr. Baseball” Johnny
Tallant reached a personal milestone on the Club’s trip to Seattle in
September. T-Mobile Park, home of the Mariners, was the 50th MLB
ballpark Johnny has seen a game at during his many years as one of
baseball’s biggest fans. He has quite a collection of ticket stubs.
His quest began as a 16 year-old back in 1966, when the Braves
moved to Atlanta. He followed that up with a visit to the Astrodome
in 1967 with two of his cousins. During the 70s Johnny added to his
ballpark total on trips with family and friends. Things really took off
from 1987-2007 when he made yearly road trips with three friends,
seeing all 30 MLB franchises.
By that time there were a number of new stadiums built, along with
name changes aplenty to existing ballparks. Dust off your memories
with some of the now “retired” stadiums Johnny visited:
Arlington Stadium (Tex)
Candlestick Park (SF)
Cinergy Field (Cinn)
County Stadium (Milw)
Exhibition Stadium (Tor)
Jack Murphy Stadium (SD)

King Dome (Seattle)
Memorial Stadium (Balt)
Metro Dome (Minn)
Mile High Stadium (Den)
Olympic Stadium (Mont)
Pro Player Park (Miami)

RFK Stadium (Wash)
Shea Stadium (NYM)
Three Rivers Stadium (Pitt)
Tiger Stadium (Det)
Veterans Stadium (Phil)

When asked what his favorite three ballparks were, Johnny named Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium,
Wrigley Field, and Fenway Park. Going forward, he’s looking to visit Target Field, the new Yankee
Stadium, and Nationals Park. How about Minor League ballparks? Well, he’s at 125 and counting …
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By Rick Wheeler, Trip Coordinator
With the release of the 2023 Major League schedule, the Board of Directors
and many of our recent travelers discussed and voted on the destination for
our 2023 Major League Road Trip. From the list of three, (Chicago Cubs,
Cincinnati and Milwaukee) the clear winner was Milwaukee. Not only did
it receive more than twice as many first choice votes as the second city
(Chicago), it also had almost 50% of the voting points available.
This will be a return trip for the Club. When we visited in 2009 the stadium
was Miller Park. Now it is American Family Field. The name is different,
but the dramatic V-shaped closing roof is the same.
Join us the weekend of July 21-23 to watch the Braves play the Brewers.
We are just starting to plan this trip. Milwaukee is known for its wide
variety of lakefront activities in the summer, great German food, and
refreshment opportunities on every corner. By staying in a downtown hotel
these activities will be close by. In addition the Harley Davidson corporate
headquarters and museum are also close to downtown.
With this trip we will be doing the Friday Atlanta departure and Sunday return. A Monday return will
still be available at an additional cost to anyone who prefers it. We are also looking at package
changes to contain trip costs and to offer a few more options. Both air and land packages will be
available along with single supplement pricing. The final trip price and information on the changes will
be available in late January.
If you would like to put your name on the traveler list or have any questions, please send an email to
rwheeler47@earthlink.net. Because Delta no longer offers group fares for domestic travel, we will
need an advance deposit to cover the cost of your airfare.

By Alan Morris
Brooke Johnson became a Braves fan attending games with her
grandparents at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. When her
grandparents gave up their season tickets, she has fond memories
of watching games on TV while sitting in her grandad’s lap.
Her favorite former player is Chipper Jones—“he was my
heartthrob in the 90s.” For the current Braves team, she cannot
decide between Ronald Acuña and Austin Riley. She loves
Ronald’s enthusiastic approach to the game and the fun
interaction with his teammate, Ozzie Albies. And “Riley seems
like a true, salt-of-the-earth guy.” Brooke is a game-day employee with the Braves at Truist Park
and enjoys streaming away games on her phone or iPad. She joined the Fan Club in June.

Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members!
William & Michelle Anderson, Chattanooga, TN
Candice & Kenneth Bishop, Dallas, GA Brad & Kelley Cook, Bremen, GA
Bradsher Hayes, Atlanta, GA
Connie Kirk, Lake Hartwell, GA
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400 Fan Club members met for our third and final Social of the season at the Xfinity Cabanas,
Sunday afternoon, September 18, before the Braves took on the Phillies. We enjoyed a tasty
ballpark spread, talked Braves baseball, connected with friends, and welcomed those who were
attending their first Social of the year. In addition, baseball author, Brad Hayes, stopped by with two
of his latest books, 150 Years of the Braves and 150 Years of Braves Trivia, which he kindly
gave away via a drawing. Lynn Camp and Shirley Paine took home autographed copies. By the
time we all headed for our seats, everyone was stoked for the big game. Naturally, we would also be
keeping an eye on the scoreboard to see how the Mets were doing against the Pirates.
Once again Spencer Strider brought his A-Game, holding Philly to one run on one hit over six
innings. Spencer reached the 200 strikeout milestone in record-breaking fashion. The lone hit was a
home run by Alec Bohm that Michael Harris II nearly missed making a leaping catch of to pull it
back over the wall. The Braves led 2-1 after six and the bullpen held on for a 5-2 final. Sweep!
Unfortunately, the Mets held serve in their game. Our Braves would just have to keep grinding!
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By Dave Badertscher
Though the Braves afternoon showdown with the Phillies in
Game 3 of the NLDS was in the forefront of everyone’s mind,
the 400 Fan Club took its annual trip back in time at lunchtime
on Friday, October 14th, for a special 30th Anniversary
Celebration of Sid Bream’s thrilling, game-winning slide against
Pittsburgh in Game 7 of the 1992 NLCS.
What was so special about this year’s “Sid Slid Celebration”?
First, with the permission of GSU our group was able to return
to the former site of Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium for the
first time since 2016. Second, this year’s gathering of the
faithful was more than 40 strong. Third, best of all because Sid
flew down all the way from Pittsburgh to join us in person!

Bob Wolfe holds Atlanta Constitution 10-15-92 Club members who attended 1992 NLCS Game 7 in person!
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What a beautiful fall day! Our group really enjoyed meeting up with old friends, talking Braves
baseball (past and present), having a scrumptious BBQ buffet from Shane’s Rib Shack, and later
eating the traditional slab of Sid’s cake. Sid graciously posed for photos and signed autographs.

After lunch Howard Evans welcomed everyone to the 30th Anniversary Sid Slid Celebration and
gave a shout out to all those who worked hard to make this event happen. He talked briefly about the
Club’s recent and upcoming activities before turning the program over to Wayne Coleman.
Wayne set the stage making the case that 1992 NLCS Game 7 was maybe the most exciting game
finish in MLB history. He introduced Sid before we listened to a replay of Skip Caray’s classic call of
that amazing 9th inning. Sid was a graduate of and baseball star at Liberty University. He was
drafted by the Dodgers and later traded to the Pirates before coming to the Braves. Wayne and Sid
joked good-naturedly about the speed of his heroic “dash” to the plate from second base.
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When we listen to the replay at each annual Sid Slid celebration, anticipation builds as we wait for
Skip’s jubilant proclamation, “Safe! Braves Win! Braves Win! Braves Win!” while visualizing Sid doing
his thing. Our normally small group makes some noise, but this time with the much larger turnout
and Sid joining us, we definitely outdid ourselves. Sid returned briefly to center stage, did a quick
mock-slide and calmly signaled “Safe.” Needless to say we cheered even more. Wayne presented Sid
with a beautiful crystal vase from the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club inscribed as pictured above.
Sid thanked our group. “It’s been very special to be remembered
like this by you over the years. In reality Francisco Cabrera
should be the one standing up here, not myself, because he did
all the good stuff. I was fortunate and slow enough to make that
slide exciting. It’s been an amazing run for me over the years.
God has used that play as a platform to go all over the place to
share His love and my faith. That’s a wonderful thing for me.”
Sid reflected on that night 30 years ago. “I’m sure you all
remember that Andy Van Slyke told Barry Bonds, “move in,
move in!” I was thankful that there were two outs and I could
move on contact.” Sid joked that Skip Caray must have been
saying, OK, Bobby, get somebody up in the stands to run for Sid.
He also recalled the infamous race between himself and catcher Damon Berryhill. Deion Sanders
and Terry Pendleton made a huge wager to see who could run faster. “I actually have a picture of
the ledger showing that Bobby put $20 on me. That was the confidence he had in me.”
“I’m so glad to be a part of this with you all,” Sid said in closing. “Let me know if there’s anything I
can ever do for you. God bless you. It won’t be long before I have to get on a plane for home.”
Only one thing left on the agenda before we let Sid Bream get on his way—Cake Time!! To see more
photos of the Sid Slid 30th Anniversary Celebration, click here.

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club
www.atl400.org

Mailing Address:

Fan Club Hotline:

3145 Brookview Dr.
Marietta, GA 30068

770-416-4539
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By C.J. Stewart

The Braves hosted their 4th annual 44 Classic for the first time at Truist Park on September 24-25.
The event, named in honor of Hank Aaron, furthers his legacy to increase diversity in baseball by
highlighting top high school baseball talent from the Southeast, including players from the Braves’
RBI Fall Development Program.
On Saturday, September 24, 44 players participated in an exclusive pro-style workout, including
throwing and fielding drills, batting practice, and a home run derby. On Sunday, the athletes played
an exhibition game coached by Braves alumni Marquis Grissom, Marvin Freeman, and Johnny
Estrada. A number of professional scouts were in attendance.
This showcase is important for African-American players because I believe that our AfricanAmerican boys are over-coached and under-sponsored. Coaching without adequate sponsorship is like
trying to grow crops without sunlight. Sponsorship is about both affluence and influence. The number
of African-Americans playing in the Majors cannot increase without proper backing.
Contrary to popular belief, African-American boys are playing baseball in America by the tens of
thousands. What many African-American boys don’t know is how much baseball is a part of Black
culture. The 44 Classic gives these youths the education and backing they need that can inspire
them to become Major League Baseball Players and Major League Citizens.
Being in attendance at Saturday’s pro-style workout and Sunday’s exhibition game made me feel
hopeful that the frequent showcasing of African-American baseball talent can afford them the benefit
of the doubt, respect and trust required for the number of African-American MLB players to increase
from its current 8% representation.
I was able see my childhood hero and former Chicago Cubs hitting coach, Gary “Sarge” Matthews,
Sr. He was impressed with the talent on the field. He shared stories with me about the heyday when
MLB had a double digit percentage of African-American players. The 44 Classic is a way to invoke
change which starts with acknowledging that we have a problem worth solving.
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As a former professional baseball player and professional baseball scout, there is a distinct sound that
the bat makes when Big Leaguers hit the ball. I heard that sound off the bat of Antonio Anderson
and Ali Banks. All of the players that I saw are no-doubt collegiate baseball players. For me, Antonio
and Ali will be Major Leaguers. Braves star outfielder, Michael Harris II, is a 44 Classic alum.
I was disappointed with the low attendance of spectators at the game. I would love to see at least
5,000 supporters in attendance at next year’s 5th annual event. Atlanta needs to show up for our
African-American boys next year in-person by the thousands, so that they can be inspired to compete
in the Major Leagues and be the citizens with global impact that Atlanta needs them to be.

