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By Wayne Coleman, Gameboree Chairman 
 

The Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club will hold its 57th annual winter banquet and fundraiser at the 

Atlanta Marriott NW at Galleria on Saturday evening, January 21, 2023. A gala reception, silent 

auction and raffle of Braves memorabilia begins at 5:00PM with the awards dinner and program 

following at 6:30. The Club’s officers and directors are excited to resume in-person galas as our 

January 2021 and 2022 banquets were held virtually via Zoom due to the pandemic.  
 

 
 
 

The  January 2020 Gameboree featured Leo Mazzone as the emcee 
 

Since 1967 this annual baseball banquet has provided fans with relief from cabin fever after months 

without baseball and has served as the first pitch for the coming season with Spring Training soon 

following.  
 

Admission is by advance reservation only. No tickets will be sold at the door. Seating is assigned as 

payments are received. Make your reservations early to secure the best available seats! 
 

Tickets are $90 for Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club members and $95 for the general public. The 

member cost of a table for eight is $85/ticket and $90/ticket for non-members. Reservations can be 

made online now on the Fan Club’s website, by clicking here. Or you may mail your check to the 

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club, 3145 Brookview Drive, Marietta, GA 30068. You may also confirm your 

reservation by calling the Club Hotline at 770-416-4539. 
 

There’s a double reason for fans outside Metro Atlanta to travel to Atlanta for the banquet. The 2023 

Braves Fest weekend is January 20-21 with many activities and player appearances at Truist Park. 

After spending Saturday at the ballpark fans can cross the bridge over I-75 to attend the 

Gameboree!  
 

The Marriott has offered a discounted room rate for Gameboree attendees of only $139/night for 

Friday and/or Saturday, January 20-21. We are working to finalize this agreement. Reservation 

instructions to obtain the discount will be posted on the Club’s website in the next week or so.  

https://www.atl400.org/event/2023-eddie-glennon-gameboree-save-the-date/
tel:770-416-4539


       
 

 
    

 

Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Awards:  
 

Phil Niekro Memorial Scholarship Awards: 

Presented each year to one or more deserving Georgia college baseball programs. The scholarships 
are funded through the proceeds of the Silent Auction and other Fan Club fundraising efforts.   

2022 Red Wooten High School Metro Atlanta Players of the Year:  

Our Co-Players of the Year were Druw Jones and Termarr Johnson. Both of our Co-All-Stars were 

considered potential number one picks in the nation and both were selected in the top four of the MLB 

Draft. Druw Jones of Wesleyan School was selected by the Arizona Diamondbacks as the number 

two pick in the nation. Termarr Johnson of Atlanta’s Mays High School was selected in the number 
four slot by the Pittsburgh Pirates. Both signed contracts soon after the draft. 

Jason Varitek Award for the Most Outstanding Scholar Athlete in Georgia: (TBD) 
 

Luke Appling Nostalgia Award: (to be announced) 
  

Ivan Allen, Jr. “Mr. Baseball” Award (announced at event) 
 

Presented to the “person who has contributed significantly to the promotion of baseball in the Atlanta 

area.” Past winners include Hank Aaron, Skip Caray, Chip Caray, Bobby Cox, Dale Murphy, Pete Van 

Wieren, and Chipper Jones. The 2022 “Mr. Baseball” Award went to Alex Anthopoulos. 
 

Atlanta Braves Minor League Awards: (to be announced)  
 

  
 

The Gameboree Silent Auction is back in 2023 after a two-year pandemic hiatus. It will again 

provide serious collectors, passionate fans, and all other attendees a terrific opportunity to acquire 

autographed baseballs, pictures, and other unique commemorative items. Included are autographs of 

your favorite Braves from the past and our stars of the future. Other items to be offered include 

bobbleheads and hard-to-find memorabilia. As always, proceeds go to provide funding for the Phil 

Niekro Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
 

As part of the Silent Auction, you will be given an inexpensive opportunity to win valuable prizes 

during the raffle and drawing. We thank the Fan Club members, officers, and directors who 

contributed items from their personal collections to make this auction a success.   
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By Howard Evans, President Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club 
 

December is the festive Holiday season and for our members this month marks the 

height of Winter Hot Stove talk. The hot topic for the past month, Dansby 

Swanson, is presently the lone shortstop of the top four still on the free market. 

With multiple clubs interested, Dansby may already be signed by our press time. I 

certainly cannot tell you where. 
 

For the upcoming season, the Braves welcome star catcher, Sean Murphy, into an 

already solid lineup through long-term extensions designed for a string of playoff 
appearances. It is the Braves method of maintaining excellence instead of short term “window 

contention” and repeating the teardown process over and over. Winning consecutively weakens the 

farm system because of the lower draft selection. The focus shifts to scouting and development of 

players and we have done an excellent job there, i.e., Harris, Strider, Grissom. The 2023 NL East 

race is going to be exciting in our push to a 6th consecutive Division Championship. It all gets 

rolling toward Spring Training, the weekend of January 20th with the 2023 Braves Fest and the 400 
Fan Club Gameboree on January 21st.   
 

The Eddie Glennon Gameboree, as we traditionally claim, is the start of the 2023 season and kicks 

off our membership drive for 2023. We are excited to be going “live” after being virtual for the last 
two years. Planning is ongoing, so reserve the date and watch for further details. Members receive 

discount pricing. We will have a fantastic Silent Auction as our inventory of items has grown over 

the past two years. We appreciate your membership and seek new members who are interested in 

the Fan Club’s social activities and charitable support of baseball in the Metro Atlanta. Consider giving 

a gift membership this holiday season (see page 9). Thank you, Happy Holidays, and GO BRAVES!  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
By Alan Morris 
 

Emma Fulloon became a fan thanks to her partner, Drew, who has been a Braves Fan since he was 

seven years old. Drew watched every game on TV during the pandemic. Emma, being a native of 

Australia, was unfamiliar with this game that fascinated Drew so she set about learning the rules 

and the players as she watched. Now she is the one updating Drew on the player’s stats, injuries and 

trade rumors. 
 

Emma and Drew are now season ticket holders and 

attend 20-30 games a year. Her favorite former 

Brave is Jason Heyward, who now plays for the 
Dodgers. But she also loves her Aussie Brave, 

Peter Moylan, who often shares the microphone 

with the Braves announcers on radio and TV. Her 

current favorite is Ozzie Albies who shares her 

excitement for the game.  
 

Emma’s first “live” game was in April 2021. She was in the Chop House when a ball hit by Bryce 

Harper landed in her hands. Fans all around her yelled “throw it back,” so she did, almost hitting 

Ronald Acuña in the back. What an introduction to Truist Park!   
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Scheduled Fan Club Activities for 2023 
 

January 21, 2023 (Saturday)     2023 Gameboree Winter Banquet  
 

July 21-23, 2023 (Fri-Sun)           Major League Trip to Milwaukee 
 

  **We will fill in our full slate of 2023 Activities over the next couple of months          



       
 

 
 

 
 

An enthusiastic group of Fan Club members gathered on Saturday, December 10, at the El 
Azteca Perimeter restaurant in Sandy Springs for our 2022 Season Wrap-Up Luncheon. Folks 

greeted old friends and were eager to talk offseason Braves player moves and signings. Certainly, 

lots to discuss and definitely plenty of opinions were expressed. 

Getting down (briefly) to business, President Howard Evans talked about the Club’s proposed 

2023 Officers and Directors. He called for a vote of affirmation by our group. The slate was 

approved unanimously. Changes to the board will be effective after the Gameboree. Howard 

announced that the Gameboree will be held in-person on Saturday evening, January 21, 2023, at 

the Marriott Northwest at Galleria. Details on guests and event arrangements will be available 

soon. Next up: food. We enjoyed the tasty fajita buffet and we even got to take some home with us.  
            

Our guest speaker was local baseball writer and Fan Club member, Bradsher Hayes. A lifelong fan, 

he played baseball at Westminster in Atlanta and later for UNC. Brad talked about his youthful 

connections to the game of baseball starting with listening to the Milwaukee Braves in the World 

Series with his father and taking an adventurous bus trip to Ponce de Leon Park as an 8 year-old. 
 

In the 80s Brad had lunch with Furman Bisher, who advised Brad to fulfill his dream of writing a 

book on the Braves by telling the whole story of the Braves franchise. “150 Years of Braves 
Baseball” contains a wealth of information and 220 photos. Brad took excerpts from it to help 

compile his shorter work “150 Years of Braves Trivia.” His books are, he said, "my way of 

expressing my love for the Braves and the game of baseball.”     
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          Brad holds a drawing for two copies of his books            Winners were Alma Lewis & Wayne Marshall 

 

   
Reviewed by Alan Morris 
 

If you’re looking for a great book to read or one to gift someone during the 

holiday season, look no further than Joe Posnanski’s The Soul of Baseball, A 

Road Trip Through Buck O’Neil’s America. This book will lift your spirits 
as high as the ’22 Braves National League East championship season. Buck 

O’Neil is one of baseball’s all-time great characters and Joe Posnanski 

captures his passion for life and baseball better than any biography ever 

written. O’Neil’s love of life and the game is celebrated on every page. 
 

First published by HarperCollins in 2007, it won the CASEY Award*, 

sponsored by Spitball Magazine as the best baseball book of the year. Last 

year MLB.com added it to its list of the “Best baseball books of all time.” 

Posnanski spent the 2005 baseball season touring the country with O’Neil who 

was 94 years old. It was no small task keeping up with the “old” man as he traveled to city after city 
promoting the Negro League Hall of Fame in Kansas City and lobbying for fellow teammates being 

considered for the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. 
 

In its review of the book the Detroit Free Press said, “If your eyes don’t get moist by the end, 

perhaps the air is too dry in your casket.” These were exactly my thoughts as I neared the end of a 

book that I wish would go on for another 100 pages. The book made me laugh out loud many times 

and had me on the verge of tears at the end. If you love baseball, grab a copy and a cold beer and 

enjoy the ride. 
 

*Click here for a listing of past CASEY Award Best Baseball Book winners. Book lovers, check it out! 
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2023 Officers        2023 Directors  
 

     Howard Evans, President   Dave Badertscher Sam Hamilton 
 

     Rick Castellucis, Vice-President  Sherman Boudrieau Drew Meyer 
 

  Lynn Walley, Treasurer   Mary Lou Brooks  Carol Rodgers 
 

  Alan Morris, Secretary   Lynn Camp   C.J. Stewart 
 

         Emma Fulloon     Sid Tourial 

 

https://www.spitballmag.com/casey-award-best-baseball-book
https://www.amazon.com/Soul-Baseball-Through-ONeils-America/dp/0060854049/


 

 
 

 
 

This year’s Member Play Day was held on Sunday, December 4, and was divided into two 

sessions: 10:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-6:00pm. Lots of families turned out with the most popular 

activities being the “catch” on the field and the opportunity to take some cuts in the Braves indoor 
batting cages. Great to see “kids” of all ages in their Braves gear having fun and making memories.  
 

Other activities included photos with Braves alumni, tours of the Braves Clubhouse, tasty fixings 
in the Delta Sky360 Club, and discounted items at the Clubhouse Store. On exiting the ballpark 

we received a cool Austin Riley memento. Fans were invited to shop at the Final Out in The 

Battery at a special discount. The Battery was all decked out for the Holidays.  
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Four 400 Fan Club members had the pleasure of 

volunteering for Phil’s charity golf tournament at 

Chateau Elan on Thursday, November 3rd. 

Beginning back in 1996, it was the 27th year for 

this worthwhile event, which raises funds for the 

Edmondson Telford Child Advocacy Center, a 
non-profit organization that serves abused and 

neglected children of Dawson and Hall counties. 

Our folks served as scorers and hole witnesses. 
  

Phil’s son, John Niekro (at right with Jane 

Carpenter from ETC), once again hosted the 

tournament. The committee did yeoman’s work in 

coordinating the teams, celebrity golfers and 

volunteers, as well as play on three courses. The 

usual afternoon dinner with raffle/auction was held  
outdoors under the tent. Be assured, there was no shortage of food or drinks throughout the day!  
 

As always, our group of volunteers enjoyed the fall weather, the good-natured competition among the 

teams, and a nice turnout of local celebrity captains, knowing that we were part of carrying on Phil’s 
passion for the work of the Edmondson Telford Center. As John told everyone before tee time, “We 

do this for the kids.” A few days later it was announced that the tournament raised $113,500! Next 

year it will be held on October 19. Please consider coming out and volunteering with us then.       

 

                       Volunteers: Cheryl, Dave, Wayne, Brooke  
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Congratulations to Michael Harris II! One of the Braves best stories of the year was Michael’s 

remarkable journey from Spring Training prospect to unanimous winner of the National League 

Rookie of the Year Award. How many of us saw that coming when the 2022 season opened?  
 

Braves Country cheered the meteoric rise of “Money Mike.” Michael went on to hit .297 with 19 

home runs and 20 stolen bases, while playing an awesome center field featuring a cannon arm. We 

applauded his talent here in The Tomahawk Times. Let’s revisit some of our favorite memories of 

Michael from 2022 taken from our newsletters. 
 

Spring Training, March 2022: “Braves top prospect Michael Harris II has the aura of a future star.”  
 

    
 

May 28, 2022, Truist Park, Miami Marlins vs Atlanta Braves: Michael makes his MLB debut. 

This was also the day of the 400 Fan Club’s High School All-Star Awards Ceremony, so the All-

Stars got to see Michael play his first game. At the Ceremony Jeff Francoeur told the players, “The 

best is yet to come for you. It happens quick. Think of Michael Harris. Make the most of your 

opportunities and keep your head on straight. Don’t forget where you came from.” 

Harris readies for 1st MLB AB      Michael faces Braves nemesis Sandy Alcantara      Singles, scores in the 6th   
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Sunday, September 11, 2022, T-Mobile Park: An epic thriller on the Fan Club’s last game of our 

Seattle trip. The Braves almost had it won. 
 

“Do you believe in miracles? Harris hit a solo homer in the 8th, whittling the margin to 6-2. A second 
dinger by Harris in the top of the 9th, this time a 433 foot, three-run shot, followed by a two-run 

homer by Grossman, made the score 7-6 Braves! Utterly incredible! All of us and every other Braves 

fan at T-Mobile Park went totally bonkers!” Sadly, the Mariners struck back in the bottom of the 9th. 
 

 

 

November 15, 2022: Michael Harris II named National League Rookie of the Year! Congratulations! 
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Welcome New Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club Members! 
 

Charles Ellis, Birmingham, AL        Geoffrey Powviriya, Warner Robbins, GA
  
 

 
 
 
          Alan & Donna Cox, Acworth, GA 
 

Reed Harris & Erin Evans, Atlanta, GA       Kelli Stewart, Mableton, GA  
  

 

        
 

Need the Perfect Holiday Gift? A Fan Club Membership! 
 

Spread the joy of baseball with your fellow Braves fans this Holiday season. 
  An annual membership in the Atlanta 400 Baseball Fan Club makes a great gift! 

 

Visit our website at http://www.atl400.org/gift-membership for details. 

A one-year membership is only $30! 
 

http://www.atl400.org/gift-membership

