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By Dave Badertscher 
 

Chances are many of the 40 folks who signed on last winter for the 400 Fan Clubôs 2023 Major 

League Trip to see our Braves play the Cincinnati Reds in late June might not have been 

expecting a very competitive three-game series. After all the Reds were coming off a dismal 62-100 

season in 2022 and looking at a tough climb upward in 2023. Meanwhile the Braves would have their 
sights set on another NL East title and hopefully much more. 
 

The Braves, winners of eight in a row and already running away with the NL East, rolled into Great 
American Ball Park on Friday, June 23. They faced a surprisingly red-hot Reds team sporting a near 

franchise record 11-game win streak, a talented youth movement, and leading the NL Central. Even 

better, baseball fever was back in Cincinnati! Bring on the fireworks (and the 400 Fan Club)! 

  

We stayed across the Ohio River at the Embassy Suites RiverCenter in Covington, KY. Club 

members had their choice of riding our chartered bus or walking across the Roebling Bridge to the 

ballpark. Between the capacity crowds at Great American Ball Park and the Cincinnati Pride 

Parade, Downtown Cincy was alive and vibrant with lots going on.  
 

Our first group gathering took place at the Friday afternoon reception in the hotelôs Roebling 

Room. We enjoyed an Italian-themed catered dinner and received last minute instructions from Trip 

Coordinator Rick Wheeler. He distributed the Cincinnati trip t-shirts which were a huge hit!   



 
 
     
 
 

The Braves got right down to business in Fridayôs game, teeing off on Reds starter Luke Weaver for  

five runs in the 1st inning. By the 4th inning, though, the Reds sent AJ Smith-Shawver to the 

showers with five runs of their own and the slugfest in pitcher-friendly Great American Ball Park was 

on. Behind 11-7 after 7 innings, the Braves scored 3 runs in the 8th on solo homers by Acuna, Riley 
and Olson, cutting the deficit to 11-10. Close, but no cigar, as Alexis Diaz slammed the door shut in 

the 9th for the win. A total of 9 homers were hit between the two teams and Reds rookie Elly de la 

Cruz put on a talent clinic while hitting for the cycle. The Reds victory gave the team a 12-game 

winning streak, tying them for second place in franchise history, in front of 43,086 ecstatic Reds fans. 
 

 

 

Saturdayôs itinerary left us with free time to sightsee and explore until the afternoon game. A small 

group drove to Louisville to visit the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory. Others took tours of 
Great American Ball Park, the Reds Hall of Fame & Museum, the National Underground 

Railroad Freedom Center, chased down a must-have meal at Skyline Chili, enjoyed strolling along 

the river, and more. Cool to bump into so many friendly Braves fans around town doing the same. 
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In Saturdayôs game the Braves jumped out to an early 3-0 lead before the Reds stacked lineup got 

to starter Jared Shuster for four runs. It became a seesaw battle with each team launching four 

home runs. Our bullpen held tough, Matt Olson hit his 3rd homer of the series, and going into the 

bottom of the 9th, the Braves led 7-4. Things got dicey when Raisel Iglesias served up back-to-back 

homers to Fraley and Benson, but he held on to strike out the final two Reds for a 7-6 victory, 

stopping their winning streak at 12. Whew! Some of us celebrated later at LaRosaôs Pizzeria.   
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At Sunday afternoonôs finale, we relished having the 

private FujiTec Suite down the left field line. It featured 

both indoor and outdoor seating, as well as game-long 

buffet food service (great brats!). Rick told the group 

that Cincinnati was the first trip he set up in 2005. 

Folks applauded him for our very successful return trip 
almost two decades later. Rick wanted feedback on this 

yearôs experience. Someone asked, where we were 

going next year and when could we sign up? Rick said 

that with the new MLB scheduling, we should have more 

flexibility to visit American League cities in the future. 
  

With the series on the line, the two teams faced off in another playoff atmosphere thriller in front of a 

third packed house. Sean Murphy returned to the lineup from his hamstring injury. Charlie Morton 

held the Reds to three runs over five innings, leaving with the score tied. Olson smacked a three-run 
homer in the 6th. The Reds, fueled by rookie Matt McClain and his four hits, went into the bottom of 

the 9th trailing 7-6. (Those of us who went on last yearôs Seattle trip couldnôt help having unsettling 

flashbacks to the Braves devastating Sunday afternoon loss to the Mariners in the bottom of the 9th.) 

Fortunately, Iglesias got Kevin Newman to hit into a game-ending double play with runners on 1st 

and 3rd for his 11th save. Braves Win--game, series, and much joy in Braves Country!   
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